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NoŶe has peƌhaps ŵissed to ŶotiĐe the
juďilatioŶs aŶd laƌge sĐale ĐeleďƌatioŶs assoĐiated
ǁith the Neǁ Yeaƌ͛s DaǇ of ϮϬϭϴ. Foƌ us IŶdiaŶs,
iƌƌespeĐtiǀe of ouƌ state aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ideŶtities,
ϭϰth Apƌil is alŵost ĐoŵŵoŶlǇ ƌeĐogŶised as the
Neǁ Yeaƌ s͛ DaǇ. The liŶguistiĐ ŶoŵeŶĐlatuƌe of the
daǇ ŵaǇ ďe diffeƌeŶt ďut the spiƌit is saŵe. What is
sad aďout ouƌ oǁŶ Neǁ Yeaƌ͛s DaǇ is that, ǁe
seldoŵ see the spoŶtaŶeitǇ aŶd the ĐeleďƌatioŶ
like atŵospheƌe oŶ this fateful daǇ. It appeaƌs as if
ǁe haǀe eitheƌ foƌgotteŶ ouƌ oǁŶ Đultuƌe aŶd
tƌaditioŶ aŶd haǀe opted to adopt the iŵpoƌted
Đultuƌe of the ǁest, ǁhiĐh ǁe ĐoŶsideƌ ŵoƌe
supeƌioƌ thaŶ ouƌ oǁŶ. MaŶǇ of us ŵaǇ Ŷot eǀeŶ
kŶoǁ that Julius Caesaƌ fiƌst iŶstituted JaŶuaƌǇ ϭ as
the fiƌst daǇ of the Ǉeaƌ, paƌtlǇ to hoŶoƌ the ŵoŶth s͛
Ŷaŵesake: JaŶus, the RoŵaŶ god of ďegiŶŶiŶgs,
ǁhose tǁo faĐes alloǁed hiŵ to look ďaĐk iŶto the
past aŶd foƌǁaƌd iŶto the futuƌe. IŶ ŵedieǀal
Euƌope the ChƌistiaŶs had diffeƌeŶĐes iŶ theiƌ
opiŶioŶs aďout the date of ďegiŶŶiŶg of the Neǁ
Yeaƌ. Hoǁeǀeƌ, Pope GƌegoƌǇ XIII ƌe-estaďlished
JaŶuaƌǇ ϭ as the fiƌst daǇ of the Ǉeaƌ. This Điǀil Neǁ
Yeaƌ ƌeŵaiŶed iŶ effeĐt thƌoughout the RoŵaŶ
Eŵpiƌe, east aŶd ǁest, duƌiŶg its lifetiŵe aŶd ǁell
afteƌ. Fƌoŵ this it is Ƌuite eǀideŶt that iŶ teƌŵs of
aŶtiƋuitǇ ouƌ tƌaditioŶal date of ĐoŵŵeŶĐeŵeŶt
of the Neǁ Yeaƌ is ŵuĐh oldeƌ thaŶ the GƌegoƌiaŶ
ĐaleŶdaƌ. But ǁho Đaƌes. The ǁest is alǁaǇs the ďest
aŶd deseƌǀes to ďe folloǁed.

͞Tiŵe aŶd tide ǁaits foƌ ŶoŶe͟ - is a uŶiǀeƌsallǇ
aĐkŶoǁledged pƌoǀeƌď ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ Ŷeǀeƌ ďe
ĐoŶtested. This is ďeĐause ďoth these pheŶoŵeŶa
folloǁ the ƌules of Ŷatuƌe. Natuƌe Ŷeǀeƌ staŶds still;
it is alǁaǇs oŶ the ŵoǀe foƌǁaƌd, Ŷeǀeƌ ďaĐkǁaƌd.
Yeaƌs Đoŵe aŶd go, leaǀiŶg ďehiŶd ŵeŵoƌies, soŵe
sǁeet, soŵe souƌ ďut it also leaǀes ďehiŶd
ŵeŵoƌies of epoĐh ŵakiŶg iŶdiǀiduals aŶd
tƌaditioŶs that defies tiŵe.

The GƌegoƌiaŶ Ǉeaƌ ϮϬϭϳ is Ŷoǁ iŶ past. The
ŵeŵoƌies left ďehiŶd ďǇ ϮϬϭϴ ǁill hoǁeǀeƌ liŶgeƌ
foƌ Ƌuite soŵe tiŵe, ďut ultiŵatelǇ the

The Neǁ Yeaƌ ResolutioŶs

deǀelopŵeŶts of ϮϬϭϴ ǁill oǀeƌĐoŵe aŶd
oǀeƌpoǁeƌ theŵ.  The ŵost ƌeleǀaŶt ƋuotatioŶ
that Đoŵes to ŵiŶd ďeloŶgs to Edith LoǀejoǇ PieƌĐe
ǁho said that ͞We ǁill opeŶ the ďook. Its pages
aƌe ďlaŶk. We aƌe goiŶg to put ǁoƌds oŶ theŵ
ouƌselǀes. The ďook is Đalled OppoƌtuŶitǇ aŶd its
fiƌst Đhapteƌ is Neǁ Yeaƌ s͛ DaǇ.͟

It ǁill Ŷot ďe peƌhaps iŶappƌopƌiate to ŵoǀe
aǁaǇ fƌoŵ the ϭst JaŶuaƌǇ, the Neǁ Yeaƌ s͛ DaǇ, aŶd
ĐoŶĐeŶtƌate oŶ the ƌeleǀaŶĐe of the ŵeŵoƌaďle
oĐĐasioŶs falliŶg iŶ this ŵoŶth ǁhiĐh aƌe
appƌopƌiate to ouƌ oǁŶ Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶs aŶd
deseƌǀes to ďe ƌeŵeŵďeƌed. The fiƌst oĐĐasioŶ that
ǁe IŶdiaŶs should Ŷeǀeƌ foƌget is that of the ďiƌth
daǇ of the patƌiot saiŶt Sǁaŵi ViǀekaŶaŶda falliŶg
oŶ ϭϮth JaŶuaƌǇ, ǁho Ŷot oŶlǇ ƌedeeŵed ouƌ pƌide
iŶ ďeiŶg IŶdiaŶ ďut also estaďlished ŵotheƌ IŶdia
as the ŵotheƌ of the eŶtiƌe ǁoƌld.  The Ŷeǆt
oĐĐasioŶ that ǁe ĐaŶŶot foƌget eǀeŶ if ǁe tƌǇ is
the Bhogali Bihu, ǁhiĐh ŶoƌŵallǇ falls oŶ ϭϰth

JaŶuaƌǇ, a less ƌeligious ďut ŵoƌe ĐultuƌallǇ
oƌieŶted oĐĐasioŶ ǀeƌǇ deaƌ to the heaƌts of
eǀeƌǇoŶe ǁho ĐoŶsideƌ Assaŵ as theiƌ ŵotheƌlaŶd.
The paŶ IŶdiaŶ Ŷaŵe of the oĐĐasioŶ is Makaƌ
SaŶkƌaŶti, a ǀeƌǇ saĐƌed daǇ as peƌ HiŶdu ƌeligious
ĐaleŶdaƌ.  The thiƌd oĐĐasioŶ aŶd the ŵost
iŵpoƌtaŶt is ouƌ RepuďliĐ DaǇ ǁhiĐh falls oŶ Ϯϲth

JaŶuaƌǇ. OŶ this fateful daǇ ǁe tƌulǇ got ƌid the
shaĐkles of thousaŶd Ǉeaƌs of suďjugatioŶ aŶd
ďeĐaŵe ĐitizeŶs of a deŵoĐƌatiĐ ĐouŶtƌǇ.

The oĐĐasioŶs ŵeŶtioŶed aďoǀe aƌe a ŵiŶisĐule
paƌt ouƌ ŵaŶǇ ŵeŵoƌaďle oĐĐasioŶs, ǁhiĐh ǁe
should Ŷeǀeƌ foƌget foƌ theǇ oŶlǇ ĐaŶ iŶspiƌe us to
pƌoteĐt ouƌ oǁŶ ƌiĐh tƌaditioŶ aŶd heƌitage. Noǁ,
siŶĐe ǁe haǀe adopted the EŶglish Neǁ Yeaƌ as
oŶe of ouƌ oǁŶ, ǁe should also ŵake soŵe Neǁ
Yeaƌ ResolutioŶs as theǇ do, eŶsuƌiŶg that these
ƌesolutioŶs aƌe ďased oŶ the fiƌŵ ďelief of oŶe
uŶdiluted uŶitǇ despite diffeƌeŶt Đultuƌe,
laŶguages, ƌeligioŶs, Đaste aŶd Đƌeed. MaǇ the
ChƌistiaŶ Neǁ Yeaƌ ďless us the seĐulaƌ IŶdiaŶs aŶd
ďelieǀeƌs of SaŶataŶ Dhaƌŵa.
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Tiŵes go aǁaǇ ǀeƌǇ si leŶtlǇ, ƌapidlǇ, leaǀiŶg
ĐeƌtaiŶ iŵpƌessioŶ of positiǀitǇ, of Đouƌse, Ŷegatiǀe
disĐouƌse. Theƌe is alǁaǇs a ĐoŶsisteŶt atteŵpt to
ĐoŶĐeal ŶegatiǀitǇ iŶto faded ŵeŵoƌǇ aŶd ŵaƌĐhed
ahead. EǀeƌǇ daƌk Ŷight pƌoŵises a ďƌight suŶ light
iŶ the Ŷeǆt daǇ.  EǀeƌǇ Neǁ Yeaƌ ďƌiŶgs ĐeƌtaiŶ Ŷeǁ
pƌoŵises, hopes, aspiƌatioŶs of fulfilliŶg positiǀe
desiƌes, tƌaŶsfoƌŵiŶg uŶfulfilled dƌeaŵs iŶto ƌealitǇ,
delightful aŶd digŶified life, gloƌǇ, peaĐe aŶd
pƌospeƌitǇ. IŶspiƌatioŶ of positiǀitǇ is Ŷuƌtuƌed iŶ ouƌ
Ŷatuƌe͛s ďeĐkoŶs. The laŶd of Red Riǀeƌ aŶd ďlue
hills, laŶd of ƌ isiŶg suŶ, house of Đlouds;
etǇŵologiĐallǇ, ƌeǀeals the iŶtƌiĐaĐǇ of this diǀiŶe
soil, is ďlessed eǆpliĐitlǇ ďǇ Ŷatuƌe. The uŶdulatiŶg
hill, plaiŶs, foƌests eŵittiŶg ƌaǇs of eǇe pleasiŶg
gƌeeŶ thƌough its͛ floƌal ǀaƌietǇ, eaƌ seŶsiŶg souŶd
of ǁateƌ floǁs iŶ the ƌiǀeƌ ǀalleǇs, lake, ƌiǀulet,
ǁateƌfalls, laƌge ǀegetatioŶ ǁild aŶd foƌ doŵestiĐ
ĐoŶsuŵptioŶ,  eǆisteŶĐe of saĐƌed foƌest, diǀeƌse
floǁeƌ ǀaƌieties, oƌĐhids, sĐeŶiĐ Ŷaƌƌatiǀes eŵeƌgiŶg
out of paddǇ field at diffeƌeŶt ĐoŶteǆt; footǁaǇs iŶ
ǁet paddǇ ĐultiǀatioŶ, steps of the teƌƌaĐe field,
jhuŵ ĐultiǀatioŶ site, soul ĐatĐhiŶg ďeautǇ of
Đolouƌful ethŶiĐ dƌesses, iŶdigeŶous pƌaĐtiĐes,

ResoŶaŶĐe of Neǁ Yeaƌ: EĐo of the Noƌth East
Dƌ RaŶga RaŶjaŶ Das

Biƌds aƌe siŶgiŶg ǁith Ŷeǁ hopes
Butteƌflies aƌe ǁhispeƌiŶg ǁith Ŷeǁ aspiƌatioŶs

Floǁeƌs eŵittiŶg the seŶse of sŵell
ShoǁeƌiŶg puƌitǇ aŶd diǀiŶitǇ

SŵiliŶg faĐes, uŶpolluted ŵiŶd, uŶiƋue Đustoŵs͛
That͛s͛ Ŷoƌth east
Colds eŶgulfiŶg

Clouds plaǇiŶg hide aŶd seek
UŶaǁaƌe itself

NestliŶg iŶ the hoŵe of Đloud
͚MeghalaǇa ,͛ suŶ sets͛ ƌeappeaƌ agaiŶ

The Ŷeǆt daǇ, it ŵust, as the laŶd
Of ƌisiŶg suŶ A͚ƌuŶaĐhal͛: that s͛͛ Ŷoƌth east.

ƌituals, folk soŶgs aŶd daŶĐe, ǀiďƌaŶt festiǀals
assoĐiated ǁith the ĐǇĐle of agƌiĐultuƌal opeƌatioŶs
as ǁell as the ĐoŵŵiseƌatioŶ of the Ŷeǁ Ǉeaƌ
pƌoǀidiŶg gliŵpse of geo-Đultuƌal settiŶgs aƌe
happeŶ to ďe its͛ stƌeŶgth. Theƌe aƌe ǀaƌious
pƌoďleŵs, ďe it soĐio-eĐoŶoŵiĐal, soĐio-Đultuƌal aŶd
soĐio-politiĐal ƌaŶgiŶg fƌoŵ poǀeƌtǇ, i l l iteƌaĐǇ,
uŶeŵploǇŵeŶt, flood, aŶd eƌosioŶ, aŶd
displaĐeŵeŶt, Đƌiŵe to iŶsuƌgeŶĐǇ, ethŶiĐitǇ aŶd
sepaƌatist ŵoǀeŵeŶt. IŶitiatiǀes haǀe also ďeeŶ
takeŶ plaĐe though it is still faƌ aǁaǇ to Ǉield desiƌe
ƌesult, Ǉet, a situatioŶ of peaĐe aŶd haƌŵoŶǇ, seeŵs
to ďe ƌetuƌŶed ďaĐk oǀeƌ the last deĐades as eĐhoed
iŶ ŵaŶǇ ǀoiĐes, ǁhiĐh is eŶĐouƌagiŶg foƌ the people
of ƌegioŶ ǁho ďelief iŶ tƌaŶƋuillitǇ aŶd ŵaiŶtaiŶiŶg
a ƌelatioŶ of aŵitǇ aŶd ďƌotheƌhood. HopefullǇ, this
Neǁ Yeaƌ ǁill ďe ƌeŵaƌkaďle to addƌess the ǀaƌious
ǀeǆ issues thƌough full-pƌoof stƌategǇ, plaŶs, poliĐies
aŶd ŵeaŶiŶgful people oƌieŶted politiĐal dialogue.
The ƌapid adǀeŶt of ŵodeƌŶizatioŶ, ŵateƌialisŵ,
ĐoŶsuŵeƌisŵ, has iŶĐliŶed a teŶdeŶĐǇ to ƌetƌaĐt
huŵaŶitǇ, Ǉet, this paƌt of the laŶd, alǁaǇs aŶd
adŵiƌeƌ of the ĐoŶĐept of huŵaŶitǇ, as a gƌeatest
ƌeligioŶ. RegaƌdiŶg huŵaŶitǇ, Pƌeŵ Raǁat, the
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peaĐe aŵďassadoƌ ƌeĐeŶtlǇ said ͚huŵaŶitǇ is the
gƌeatest ƌeligioŶ ǁhiĐh eǀeƌǇ peƌsoŶ liǀiŶg oŶ this
eaƌth should folloǁ, iƌƌespeĐtiǀe of oŶe͛s ďeliefs aŶd
to eŶĐouƌage huŵaŶitǇ, ǁe should ďe at peaĐe fƌoŵ
iŶside, the peaĐe ǁe aƌe seekiŶg is ǁithiŶ us aŶd it
is iŵpoƌtaŶt foƌ us to kŶoǁ it aŶd ƌeĐogŶize it foƌ
ŵakiŶg this eaƌth a ďetteƌ plaĐe to liǀe iŶ, peaĐe ǁill
ďe huŵaŶitǇ͛s gƌeatest aĐhieǀeŵeŶt. PeaĐe iŶ this
ǁoƌld is oŶlǇ possiďle ǁheŶ eaĐh oŶe of us feels
peaĐe aŶd ĐoŶteŶtŵeŶt ǁithiŶ ouƌselǀes .͛  We ďelief
uŶitǇ iŶ diǀeƌsitǇ, theƌe is alǁaǇs a ďoŶd of ĐohesioŶ
aŵoŶg us. No douďt, theƌe aƌe distuƌďiŶg faĐtoƌs aŶd
foƌĐes, eŵeƌgiŶg ǁithiŶ, to ƌealize ĐeƌtaiŶ ǀested
iŶteƌest, Ǉet, ǁe aƌe eŵpoǁeƌed eŶough to feel the
gƌouŶd ƌealitǇ, aŶd heŶĐe, Ŷeǀeƌ lose the
ŵoŵeŶtuŵ, ǁhateǀeƌ, situatioŶ, ŵight ďe.

Ouƌ stƌeŶgth is ƌiĐh soĐio-Đultuƌal faďƌiĐ
eǆpƌessed thƌough ǀiďƌaŶt pƌaĐtiĐes aŶd tƌaditioŶs.
As a agƌaƌiaŶ eĐoŶoŵǇ, the people has its͛ oǁŶ
uŶiƋue ǁaǇ to gƌeet aŶd ǁelĐoŵe a Ŷeǁ Ǉeaƌ, as
ƌefleĐted iŶ ǀaƌious festiǀals held iŶ diffeƌeŶt phases
of a Ǉeaƌ. The ďeliefs, pƌaĐtiĐes, joǇ is seeŶ iŶ the
foƌŵ of soŶgs aŶd daŶĐes, feastiŶg aŶd ŵeƌƌǇŵakiŶg,
to ƌelish the fƌuit of haƌd ǁoƌk aŶd pƌaǇiŶg foƌ
ďetteƌŵeŶt iŶ the futuƌe. The ďeatiŶg of huŶdƌed
dƌuŵs, iŶ ǁaŶgala, ďǇ the Gaƌos, a ŵatƌiliŶeal tƌiďe,
iŶ MeghalaǇa; at the eŶd of the Ǉeaƌ, has ďeeŶ a
tƌaditioŶ aĐƌoss the geŶeƌatioŶs; the ƌhǇthŵiĐ
daŶĐiŶg, iŶ the tuŶe of folk soŶgs; shoǁs the ƌeal
seŶse of aesthetiĐ ďeautǇ. Post-haƌǀest peƌiod, is
iŶdeed a ƌeal tiŵe foƌ eŶjoǇŵeŶt. Look aƌouŶd
Assaŵ; ǁhetheƌ ƌuƌal oƌ uƌďaŶ ĐoŶteǆt; Assaŵese
people aƌe geaƌiŶg up foƌ ĐeleďƌatiŶg ŵagh ďihu oƌ
ďhogali ďihu; disĐussioŶ has alƌeadǇ staƌted foƌ the
ŵeŶu of uƌuka Ŷite. PƌoĐess of eƌeĐtiŶg ŵeji ; a
ĐoŶiĐal stƌuĐtuƌe ŵade of ďaŵďoo, thatĐh, haǇͿ oƌ
ďhela ghaƌ ; a teŵpoƌaƌǇ ŵakeshift ǁith ďaŵďoo,
dƌied plaŶtaiŶ leaf, thatĐh, haǇͿ foƌ ďuƌŶiŶg iŶ the
eaƌlǇ ŵoƌŶiŶg of ŵagh ďihu, to offeƌ ƌitualistiĐ
pƌaǇeƌ to agŶideǀata ;fiƌe godͿ has alƌeadǇ iŶitiated.
The souŶd of dheŶki ; a ǁoodeŶ ŵoƌteƌ aŶd pestle
opeƌated ďǇ legͿ oƌ khuŶduŶa ; ŵoƌtaƌ aŶd pestleͿ
ǁill Đoŵe to Ǉeaƌs ǁithiŶ a Đouple of daǇs fƌoŵ ƌuƌal
ĐouƌtǇaƌd, offeƌiŶg ĐhaŶĐes to taste the deliĐious
food iteŵs, diffeƌeŶt ǀaƌieties of Đakes ;pithasͿ aŶd
ďalls ;ĐoĐoŶut, sesaŵeͿ. The uƌďaŶites haǀe got the

ĐhaŶĐe to pƌoĐuƌe ƌeadǇŵade iteŵs of iŶdigeŶous
deliĐaĐies seasoŶallǇ oƌgaŶized iŶ ǀaƌious uƌďaŶ
ĐeŶtƌes of Assaŵ. No douďt Assaŵese Neǁ Yeaƌ
ĐaleŶdaƌ staƌt duƌiŶg ŵid-Apƌil, staƌtiŶg fƌoŵ Bohag,
a tiŵe to Đeleďƌate the pƌiŵe festiǀal, ďohag ďihu oƌ
ƌaŶgali ďihu, siŶgiŶg aŶd daŶĐiŶg ďeiŶg the keǇ
ĐoŵpoŶeŶt, Ǉet, the ďihu ahead, just iŶ the seĐoŶd
ǁeek of JaŶuaƌǇ, is a ƌeal tiŵe to Đeleďƌate thƌough
feastiŶg.  Like, Assaŵese people, the ǀaƌious otheƌ
gƌoups, ǁithiŶ Assaŵ aŶd iŶ otheƌ states; the eĐo of
ĐeleďƌatioŶ is Ƌuite ofteŶ. The ďagƌuŵďa daŶĐe, has
ďeeŶ a paƌt of ďaisagu fesitiǀal aŵoŶg the Bodos.
The MishiŶgs Đeleďƌate ali-ai-ligaŶg:  ali deŶotes
ƌoot, ai staŶds foƌ fƌuit aŶd ligaŶg ŵeaŶs soǁiŶg.
Besides ĐoŶsideƌiŶg as a haƌǀest festiǀal, it ŵaƌks
oŶset of Neǁ Yeaƌ ǁheƌe theǇ peƌfoƌŵ guŵƌag
daŶĐe. Apaƌt fƌoŵ Assaŵ, theƌe aƌe ǀaƌious
iŶdigeŶous festiǀals as ƌepoƌted fƌoŵ otheƌ gƌoups
of Ŷoƌth east, has Đlose Ŷeǆus ǁith Neǁ Yeaƌ
ĐeleďƌatioŶ. Losaƌ aŵoŶg the Buddist tƌiďes, MoŶpa,
SheƌtukpeŶs, Meŵďa, Khaŵďa aŶd Nah of AƌuŶaĐhal
Pƌadesh, to ǁelĐoŵe the TiďetaŶ Neǁ Yeaƌ duƌiŶg
seĐoŶd ǁeek of FeďƌuaƌǇ; LosooŶg, the Sikkiŵese
Neǁ Yeaƌ duƌiŶg DeĐeŵďeƌ; Sajiďu Cheiƌaoďa, iŶ
MaŶipuƌ aŶd AoliŶg festiǀal of KoŶǇak Naga duƌiŶg
Apƌil, ƌeǀeals lots of sigŶifiĐaŶĐe peƌtaiŶiŶg to the
teƌƌitoƌǇ aŶd the gƌoups.

LiteƌallǇ, the eŶtiƌe aƌea is a paƌadise foƌ Ŷatuƌal
aŶd ethŶiĐ asseŵďlages as ƌefleĐted iŶ sĐeŶiĐ ďeautǇ
aŶd Đolouƌful festiǀals.  Festiǀals pƌoǀide soŵe kiŶd
of eǆtƌa eŶeƌgǇ to ŵoǀe ahead, ǁhateǀeƌ ŵaǇ ďe
soĐio-Đultuƌal ĐoŶteǆt.  People of the ƌegioŶ, though
ĐultuƌallǇ aŶd eĐoŶoŵiĐallǇ self-suffiĐieŶt, ďut still
laggiŶg ďehiŶd fƌoŵ the ƌest iŶ teƌŵs of
deǀelopŵeŶt.  Pƌoďleŵs aƌe ŵaŶifold aŶd diǀeƌse
iŶ this paƌt of the gloďe. Stil l  people haǀe
tƌeŵeŶdous faith oŶ theiƌ Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶ, oŶ
theiƌ supƌeŵe ďeiŶg to soƌt out theiƌ eŶtiƌe haƌdship
aŶd pƌoďleŵs. Theiƌ Ŷeed aŶd aspiƌatioŶs aƌe liŵited
aŶd possess a positiǀe outlook. The ĐoŶĐeƌŶed
authoƌizes Ŷeed to look iŶto ĐeƌtaiŶ iŶŶoǀatiǀe ǁaǇs
to soƌt out pƌoďleŵs, Ŷeeds, aspiƌatioŶs Ŷot oŶlǇ to
ďƌiŶg  holistiĐ deǀelopŵeŶt ƌatheƌ, to ƌetaiŶ ͚the
ĐoŶĐept of huŵaŶitǇ iŶ taĐt͛ foƌ the ŵaŶifestatioŶ
of ŵeaŶiŶgful aŶd ǁoŶdeƌful ĐeleďƌatioŶ iŶ the
ĐoŶteǆt. 
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It is ƌeallǇ ǀeƌǇ sad that eǀeŶ ǁheŶ soŵeoŶe
aŵoŶgst us dies, ǁe fight oǀeƌ his faith, Đaste aŶd
ƌeligioŶ. No peƌsoŶ ĐaŶ pƌaĐtiĐe ƌeligioŶ oƌ ďeĐoŵe
spiƌitual, uŶtil aŶd uŶless he oƌ she ďeĐoŵes a good
huŵaŶ ďeiŶg ďeĐause huŵaŶitǇ Đoŵes fiƌst, theŶ
ƌeligioŶ.

Meŵďeƌs of iŶdigeŶous faith iŶ the state of
MeghalaǇa ǁill sooŶ get a plaĐe foƌ ĐƌeŵatiŶg theiƌ
dead, thaŶks to the iŶteƌǀeŶtioŶ of the MeghalaǇa
High Couƌt. Meŵďeƌs of iŶdigeŶous faith ;SeŶg KhasiͿ
had appƌoaĐhed the High Couƌt afteƌ soŵe ŵeŵďeƌs
of the ChƌistiaŶ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ disŵaŶtled theiƌ
ĐƌeŵatioŶ site. TheǇ suďŵitted ďefoƌe the Đouƌt that
till date theǇ haǀe Ŷot ďeeŶ aďle to ĐoŶstƌuĐt a
Đƌeŵatoƌiuŵ aŶd at tiŵes aƌe foƌĐed to ďuƌǇ theiƌ
dead oƌ aƌe Đoŵpelled to take the dead ďodies to a
faƌaǁaǇ plaĐe foƌ ĐƌeŵatioŶ. TheǇ iŶfoƌŵed the
HoŶ͛ďle Couƌt that ͞The ǀillage authoƌities aŶd the
ǀillage people did Ŷot alloǁ ĐƌeŵatioŶ to take plaĐe
aŶd the dead ďodies had to ďe takeŶ to soŵe otheƌ
plaĐe at a ĐoŶsideƌaďle distaŶĐe to Đoŵplete the last
ƌites.͟  The fuƌtheƌ iŶfoƌŵed the Đouƌt that ͞Right to
dispose the dead ďodies iŶ a paƌtiĐulaƌ ŵaŶŶeƌ ǁith
paƌtiĐulaƌ ƌites iŶ ĐoŶseĐƌated plaĐe is paƌt aŶd paƌĐel
of a ƌeligioŶ aŶd is pƌoteĐted iŶ the peŶuŵďƌa of the
ƌight to pƌofess aŶd pƌaĐtiĐe of oŶe s͛ ƌeligioŶ.͟

 DuƌiŶg the Đouƌse of pƌoĐeediŶgs ďefoƌe the High
Couƌt ďeŶĐh pƌesided oǀeƌ ďǇ JustiĐe Sƌi S.R. SeŶ, the
DeputǇ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ, East Khasi Hills DistƌiĐt,
ShilloŶg, ƌepoƌted that the ŵatteƌ has ďeeŶ settled
ďetǁeeŶ the paƌties aŵiĐaďlǇ aŶd a suitaďle site ǁas
pƌoǀided foƌ use as ĐƌeŵatioŶ gƌouŶd.

But oŶe Đlause iŶ the aďoǀe settleŵeŶt agƌeeŵeŶt
that the Đƌeŵatoƌiuŵ shall ďe used foƌ the puƌpose
of ĐƌeŵatioŶ of oŶlǇ the deĐeased ŵeŵďeƌs of the
SeŶg Khasi MǇllieŵ, attƌaĐted atteŶtioŶ of the Đouƌt,
ǁhiĐh disagƌeed ǁith it aŶd oďseƌǀed thus: A͞ŶǇďodǇ
ďeloŶgiŶg to the iŶdigeŶous faith aŶd fƌoŵ aŶǇ
loĐalitǇ ǁho Ŷeeds to use the Đƌeŵatoƌiuŵ, ĐaŶ use
it.͟

 The Đouƌt also diƌeĐted the DeputǇ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ
to feŶĐe the aƌea allotted foƌ the puƌpose of ĐƌeŵatioŶ

HuŵaŶity ŵust Đoŵe Fiƌst

aŶd take otheƌ ŶeĐessaƌǇ steps to deǀelop aŶd ŵake
it pƌopeƌlǇ fuŶĐtioŶal ǁithiŶ fiǀe ŵoŶths. 
͞SupeƌiŶteŶdeŶt of PoliĐe, East Khasi Hills DistƌiĐt, is
also fuƌtheƌ diƌeĐted to see that ŶoďodǇ distuƌďs the
petitioŶeƌ iŶ the ǀillage aŶd to eǆteŶd assistaŶĐe aŶd
help as aŶd ǁheŶeǀeƌ ƌeƋuested. It is fuƌtheƌ diƌeĐted
that ďoth the paƌties should ŵaiŶtaiŶ peaĐe aŶd
tƌaŶƋuillitǇ iŶ the loĐalitǇ,͟  the Đouƌt said.

The Couƌt also iŵposed a fiŶe of Rs ϭ lakh oŶ soŵe
of the ŵeŵďeƌs of the ChƌistiaŶ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aƌƌaǇed
as ƌespoŶdeŶts foƌ disƌespeĐtiŶg the CoŶstitutioŶ of
IŶdia. The judge also eǆpƌessed his aŶguish oďseƌǀiŶg
that eǀeŶ afteƌ death, people aƌe fightiŶg oǀeƌ faith,
Đaste aŶd ƌeligioŶ.....He asked theŵ to ďe huŵaŶs
fiƌst.

͞I aŵ paiŶed that eǀeŶ afteƌ so ŵaŶǇ Ǉeaƌs of
iŶdepeŶdeŶĐe, Ŷoǁ iŶ this Ϯϭst CeŶtuƌǇ, people aƌe
Ŷot aǁaƌe of the CoŶstitutioŶ of the ĐouŶtƌǇ ǁheƌe
theǇ liǀe iŶ aŶd ǀiolates the CoŶstitutioŶ…IŶ ŵǇ
ĐoŶsideƌed ǀieǁ, uŶtil aŶd uŶless a peƌsoŶ is aǁaƌe
of his oƌ heƌ dutǇ, he oƌ she ĐaŶŶot Đlaiŵ to eŶjoǇ the
fuŶdaŵeŶtal ƌights,͟  JustiĐe SeŶ oďseƌǀed.

The judge fuƌtheƌ oďseƌǀed: I ǁould like to ask
todaǇ thƌough ŵǇ sŵall judgŵeŶt aŶd oƌdeƌ; ͞If the
ǁateƌ that ǁe dƌiŶk does Ŷot ask aďout ouƌ faith, Đaste
aŶd ƌeligioŶ; if the aiƌ that ǁe ďƌeathe do Ŷot ask
aďout ouƌ faith, Đaste aŶd ƌeligioŶ; aŶd if the laŶd
ǁheƌe ǁe all liǀe do Ŷot ask aďout ouƌ faith, Đaste aŶd
ƌeligioŶ; if the Đosŵos do Ŷot ask aďout ouƌ faith, Đaste
aŶd ƌeligioŶ, theŶ ǁho aƌe ǁe to ask aďout otheƌs
faith, Đaste aŶd ƌeligioŶ. Theƌefoƌe, let the dead ƌest
iŶ peaĐe.͟ ...

The Judge fuƌtheƌ ƌeŵaƌked: ͞It is ƌeallǇ ǀeƌǇ sad
that eǀeŶ afteƌ death, ǁe aƌe fightiŶg oǀeƌ ouƌ faith,
Đaste aŶd ƌeligioŶ. Do the people of this ĐouŶtƌǇ ǁaŶt
to saǇ that afteƌ death, soŵeďodǇ ǁill go to heaǀeŶ
oƌ soŵeďodǇ ǁill go to hell; ŶoďodǇ kŶoǁs that. MǇ
huŵďle ďelief is that theƌe aƌe Ŷot tǁo oƌ thƌee Gods,
God is oŶlǇ oŶe. AŶotheƌ eǆaŵple I ǁould like to put
foƌǁaƌd is that: ͞if the ďlood of a Khasi, BeŶgali aŶd
Nepali oƌ aŶǇ otheƌ peƌsoŶ is ŵiǆed togetheƌ, Ŷo

;CoŶtd. to Page ϭϰͿ
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IŶdigeŶous Faith aŶd Cultuƌal SoĐietǇ of
AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh ;IFCSAPͿ ƌeĐeŶtlǇ oƌgaŶised the
IŶdigeŶous Faith DaǇ CeleďƌatioŶs at ItaŶagaƌ,
ǁhiĐh ǁas atteŶded ďǇ Sƌi Peŵa KhaŶdu, the Chief
MiŶisteƌ of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh.

The CM lauded the effoƌts of IFCSAP foƌ
pƌeseƌǀatioŶ, pƌopagatioŶ aŶd pƌoteĐtioŶ of the
iŶdigeŶous faith ŵoǀeŵeŶt aŶd to uphold the loĐal
Đustoŵs & ďeliefs as ǁell  as pƌeseƌǀiŶg the
ethŶiĐitǇ of the tƌiďes aŶd the Đultuƌe of AƌuŶaĐhal
Pƌadesh. The CM used his Tǁitteƌ aĐĐouŶt to
eǆpƌess his feeliŶgs ǁhile atteŶdiŶg the fuŶĐtioŶ
iŶ ItaŶagaƌ.

The HoŶ͛ďle Chief MiŶisteƌ also gƌeeted the
people of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ. He
ƌeiteƌated that ͞Ouƌs is a distiŶĐt state ǁith seǀeƌal
tƌiďes aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶities ƌesidiŶg side ďǇ side foƌ
ages aŶd ŵaiŶtaiŶiŶg theiƌ oǁŶ uŶiƋue iŶdigeŶous
Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶs. Despite ouƌ ǀaƌied diǀeƌsitǇ,
ǁe as AƌuŶaĐhalees aƌe uŶited aŶd take pƌide iŶ
ouƌ iŶdigeŶous Đultuƌal heƌitage. This Đultuƌal
ŵosaiĐ has to ďe ŵaiŶtaiŶed, pƌeseƌǀed aŶd
pƌopagated at all Đosts ǁhile keepiŶg iŶtaĐt ouƌ
uŶitǇ iŶ diǀeƌsitǇ .͟

While paƌtiĐipatiŶg iŶ the IŶdigeŶous Faith DaǇ
CeleďƌatioŶs at I taŶagaƌ the Chief
MiŶisteƌ aŶŶouŶĐed that his GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt has ŵade
a ďudget pƌoǀisioŶ of Rs ϮϬ Đƌoƌe foƌ the DepaƌtŵeŶt
of IŶdigeŶous Affaiƌs ;DIAͿ aŶd appoiŶted a
SeĐƌetaƌǇ to ƌuŶ aŶd ŵaŶage the DepaƌtŵeŶt.

AddƌessiŶg the people asseŵďled to paƌtiĐipate
iŶ the IŶdigeŶous Faith DaǇ ĐeleďƌatioŶs at NǇikuŵ
NiǇa gƌouŶd, Niƌjuli oŶ FƌidaǇ the ϴth DeĐeŵďeƌ,
ϮϬϭϳ, the Chief MiŶisteƌ aŶŶouŶĐed that the
ChaiƌŵaŶ aŶd the ŵeŵďeƌs of the Coŵŵittee
attaĐhed to the DepaƌtŵeŶt ǁill also ďe appoiŶted
sooŶ. UŶdeƌsĐoƌiŶg the Ŷeed foƌ pƌeseƌǀiŶg aŶd
safeguaƌdiŶg the Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶs of the
AƌuŶaĐhalees, he uƌged the ǇouŶgeƌ geŶeƌatioŶs
to uphold aŶd ŵaiŶtaiŶ it foƌ the geŶeƌatioŶs to
Đoŵe. He laid speĐial stƌess oŶ pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of loĐal

IŶdigeŶous Affaiƌs ƌeĐeiǀes a ďoost

laŶguages aŶd uƌged the paƌeŶts aŶd the eldeƌs to
teaĐh theiƌ ĐhildƌeŶ to speak iŶ theiƌ oǁŶ ŵotheƌ
toŶgue. SpeakiŶg aďout ƌeligious haƌŵoŶǇ he said
that he is agaiŶst foƌĐeful ĐoŶǀeƌsioŶ ďut it is also
eƋuallǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt to ŵaiŶtaiŶ ƌeligious toleƌaŶĐe
siŶĐe eǀeƌǇoŶe has the fƌeedoŵ to pƌaĐtiĐe ƌeligioŶ
of his/heƌ oǁŶ ĐhoiĐe. He ĐoŶĐluded his speeĐh ďǇ
ƌeĐalliŶg Golgi Bote aŶd Taloŵ Rukďo͛s ĐoŶtƌiďutioŶ
to the iŶdigeŶous faith ŵoǀeŵeŶt iŶ the state.

AgƌiĐultuƌe MiŶisteƌ WaŶgki LoǁaŶg stƌessed
the Ŷeed foƌ doĐuŵeŶtatioŶ aŶd pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of
the iŶdigeŶous Đultuƌe. Dƌ. Joƌaŵ Begi, the Chief
IŶfoƌŵatioŶ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ, IFSCAP PƌesideŶt Sƌi
Ligu TaĐho, SeĐƌetaƌǇ Sƌi Bai Taďa aŶd ŵeŵďeƌs fƌoŵ
NǇishi Elite SoĐietǇ ;NESͿ aŶd AƌuŶaĐhal IŶdigeŶous
Tƌiďes Foƌuŵ ;AITFͿ atteŶded the ĐeleďƌatioŶ.
OďseƌǀaŶĐe of the IŶdigeŶous Faith DaǇ ǁas Ŷot
l iŵited to the Đapital ĐitǇ oŶlǇ aŶd ǁas also
siŵultaŶeouslǇ iŶ ǀaƌious paƌts of the state ǁith
ƌeligious feƌǀouƌ aŶd gaietǇ.

AtteŶdiŶg the ĐeleďƌatioŶ at Tezu, Aƌt aŶd
Cultuƌe MiŶisteƌ Dƌ. Mohesh Chai ƌe-affiƌŵed to the
people of the State that the ƌul iŶg State
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt is deteƌŵiŶed to uphold the Đultuƌal
iŶtegƌitǇ of diffeƌeŶt tƌiďes of the State. He stated
that ͞The State GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt uŶdeƌ the leadeƌship
of Chief MiŶisteƌ Sƌi Peŵa KhaŶdu is deteƌŵiŶed
to uphold the Đultuƌal iŶtegƌitǇ of diffeƌeŶt tƌiďes
of ouƌ State. AŶd, I ďeiŶg the MiŶisteƌ foƌ Aƌt aŶd
Cultuƌe haǀe the ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ toǁaƌds pƌoŵotioŶ
aŶd pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of ouƌ iŶdigeŶous Đultuƌe aŶd
tƌaditioŶs, iŶĐludiŶg faith aŶd ďelief. EŵphasiziŶg
the Ŷeed foƌ pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of oŶe͛s oǁŶ Đultuƌe aŶd
tƌaditioŶs, Dƌ. Chaiƌ said: ͞We should eŵďƌaĐe
ŵodeƌŶitǇ ďut ǁe should Ŷot let it oǀeƌshadoǁ ouƌ
ideŶtitǇ.͟ Dƌ. Chai also stated that he ǁas ǁoƌƌied
ďǇ the UNESCO listiŶg of ŵaŶǇ loĐal laŶguages aŶd
dialeĐts iŶ the list of eŶdaŶgeƌed laŶguages; he
uƌged that eǀeƌǇ AƌuŶaĐhalee should ƌealize theiƌ
ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ aŶd siŶĐeƌelǇ deǀote theŵselǀes to
safeguaƌd theiƌ l iŶguistiĐ diǀeƌsitǇ.  ReŵiŶdiŶg
aďout the legaĐǇ of the people of AƌuŶaĐhal he
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ĐoŶĐluded that ͞It is ouƌ iŶdiǀidual ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ
to uphold the age-old Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶs passed
doǁŶ ďǇ ŵultiple geŶeƌatioŶs.͟

Lohit DistƌiĐt DeputǇ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ Sƌi Kaƌŵa
Leki said that ĐhaŶge aŶd ŵodifiĐatioŶ aƌe
iŶeǀitaďle ǁith tiŵe, ďut it should Ŷot ĐhaŶge oƌ
disƌupt the tƌue esseŶĐe of ouƌ tƌaditioŶs aŶd
Đultuƌe. He Đalled foƌ peaĐe aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶal haƌŵoŶǇ
aŵoŶg all tƌiďes iŶ the distƌiĐt.

IŶ his speeĐh iŶ the Đouƌse of the pƌogƌaŵŵe
oƌgaŶised ďǇ the IŶdigeŶous Faith aŶd Cultuƌal
SoĐietǇ of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh, Tezu UŶit, Sƌi SoŶi
Muƌi, AĐtiŶg PƌesideŶt of IFCSAP, Tezu UŶit paid
hoŵage to Golgi Bote aŶd Taloŵ Rukďo aŶd
highl ighted the aiŵs, oďjeĐtiǀes aŶd the
iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of IŶdigeŶous Faith DaǇ ĐeleďƌatioŶ iŶ
the State. Dƌ. Tasi Taloh, PƌiŶĐipal IŶdiƌa GaŶdhi
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt College, Tezu also eŵphasized the
Ŷeed foƌ pƌeseƌǀatioŶ, pƌoteĐtioŶ aŶd pƌoŵotioŶ
of iŶdigeŶous faith aŶd Đultuƌe.

HuŶdƌeds of ďelieǀeƌs ƌepƌeseŶtiŶg ǀaƌious
Kaƌgu Gaŵgis aŶd ƌepƌeseŶtatiǀes fƌoŵ ǀaƌious
ĐoŵŵuŶities atteŶded the IŶdigeŶous Faith Đuŵ
DoŶǇi Polo DaǇ ĐeleďƌatioŶ at GuŵiŶ KiiŶ. Sƌi Moji
Bagƌa, ǁho Đhaiƌed the daǇ-loŶg pƌogƌaŵŵe, said
that ouƌ ideŶtities aƌe estaďlished ďǇ the faith aŶd
Đultuƌe ǁe eǆhiďit aŶd it is iŵpoƌtaŶt to iŵďiďe
ouƌ Đultuƌal  ǀalues aŶd pƌoŵote peaĐe aŶd
haƌŵoŶǇ. Sƌi Doi Ado, Chief Adǀisoƌ, Mogi Oƌi,
PƌesideŶt DoŶǇi Polo Deƌe Tƌust Coŵŵittee aŶd
CeŶtƌal DoŶǇi Polo Kaƌgu Gaŵgi CouŶĐil SeĐƌetaƌǇ
Sƌi Doi Kaŵduk aŶd ViĐe PƌesideŶt Sƌi Juŵda LeŶdo
elaďoƌated the ĐoŶĐept of DoŶǇi Poloisŵ aŶd
iŶdigeŶous faith aŶd Đalled upoŶ all ďelieǀeƌs to
take pƌide iŶ it aŶd ŵake all out effoƌt to pƌeseƌǀe
aŶd pƌopagate it.

At Yazali, NǇishi Elite SoĐietǇ ;NESͿ PƌesideŶt Sƌi
BeŶgia Toluŵ eǆhoƌted the people gatheƌed theƌe
to pƌeseƌǀe aŶd pƌoteĐt the IdeŶtitǇ of iŶdigeŶous
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, statiŶg that ͞Loss of Đultuƌe is loss of
ideŶtitǇ.͟ He stƌessed that ͞WeaƌiŶg tƌaditioŶal
attiƌe, speakiŶg Ǉouƌ oǁŶ ŵotheƌ toŶgue is
pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of Đultuƌe; ďut to pƌeseƌǀe Ǉouƌ
ideŶtitǇ, Ǉou haǀe to pƌeseƌǀe Ǉouƌ faith aŶd
ďeliefs.͟ The MediĐal OffiĐeƌ ;YazaliͿ Dƌ. Tao Tassaƌ

highl ighted the iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of ĐeleďƌatiŶg the
IŶdigeŶous Faith aŶd Cultuƌe DaǇ.

Sƌi Naďaŵ Chada, Jt. SeĐƌetaƌǇ NIFCS, Loǁeƌ
SuďaŶsiƌi ďƌiefed oŶ IŶdigeŶous Faith DaǇ aŶd
appealed to eǀeƌǇoŶe to pƌoteĐt, pƌeseƌǀe aŶd
pƌoŵote iŶdigeŶous faith aŶd Đultuƌe. The
pƌogƌaŵŵe ǁas atteŶded ďǇ NIFCS, ChaiƌŵaŶ,
NǇedaƌ Naŵlo, Yazali, puďliĐ aŶd studeŶts of Yazali
ĐiƌĐle.

AtteŶdiŶg the IŶdigeŶous Faith DaǇ ĐeleďƌatioŶ
at Raga, loĐal MLA aŶd PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ SeĐƌetaƌǇ,
AŶiŵal HusďaŶdƌǇ & DaiƌǇ DeǀelopŵeŶt
DepaƌtŵeŶt, Sƌi Taŵaƌ Muƌteŵ appealed to the
people to ŵaiŶtaiŶ theiƌ age-old Đultuƌe aŶd
tƌaditioŶs to pƌoteĐt theiƌ ideŶtitǇ. RespoŶdiŶg to
a ŵeŵoƌaŶduŵ suďŵitted ďǇ NǇedaƌ Naŵlo,
NIFCS, ChaiƌŵaŶ of IŶdigeŶous Faith aŶd Cultuƌal
SoĐietǇ, Raga uŶit foƌ ĐoŶstƌuĐtioŶ of a ďuildiŶg foƌ
ƌeseaƌĐh aŶd doĐuŵeŶtatioŶ of NǇishi Đultuƌe aŶd
tƌaditioŶ, the PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ SeĐƌetaƌǇ assuƌed to
take up the ŵatteƌ ǁith the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ǁith
pƌioƌitǇ.

AloŶg ǁith ƌest of state, Tiƌap IŶdigeŶous People
SoĐietǇ ;TIPSͿ Đeleďƌated the IŶdigeŶous Faith DaǇ
eŶthusiastiĐal lǇ  at Nehƌu Stadiuŵ, KhoŶsa.
Belieǀeƌs of IŶdigeŶous faith fƌoŵ LapŶaŶ, Chasa,
Tupi, Noksa, ThiŶsa aŶd KhoŶsa ǀillage, teaĐheƌs
aŶd studeŶts fƌoŵ ǀaƌious goǀeƌŶŵeŶt sĐhools
atteŶded the ĐeleďƌatioŶ. AddƌessiŶg the
gatheƌiŶg, ADC Sƌi TeĐhu AƌaŶ uƌged the paƌeŶts to
help theiƌ Đhi ldƌeŶ leaƌŶ ŵotheƌ toŶgue aŶd
eŶĐouƌage theŵ to speak it at hoŵe. BǇ leaƌŶiŶg
aŶd speakiŶg ouƌ oǁŶ laŶguages, he said, ǁe ĐaŶ
pƌeseƌǀe ouƌ Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶs. He also
appealed to ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ŵeŵďeƌs to ŵaiŶtaiŶ
peaĐe aŶd haƌŵoŶǇ.

T iƌap ZPC Sƌi SoŶtuŶg BaŶgsia uƌged the
gatheƌiŶg to leaƌŶ to loǀe the Đultuƌal heƌitage
passed doǁŶ thƌough geŶeƌatioŶs. TIPS PƌesideŶt
Sƌi Sephua WaŶgsu highlighted the iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of
IŶdigeŶous Faith DaǇ aŶd the daŶgeƌ posed to
iŶdigeŶous laŶguages. He said that of the ŶeaƌlǇ
ϳϬ,ϬϬϬ laŶguage iŶ the ǁoƌld, oŶe laŶguage dies iŶ
eǀeƌǇ tǁo ǁeeks. 
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SuďseƋueŶtlǇ a ďloĐkade ǁas iŵposed oŶ the
Mishŵis of DiďaŶg ƌegioŶ aŶd as aŵouŶt of Rs. ϮϬϬϬ
ǁas deĐlaƌed as Đash ƌeǁaƌd. The ďloĐkade hoǁeǀeƌ
ǁas ƌeǀoked iŶ ϭϵϬϵ as the Bƌitish GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt fouŶd
it iŶeffeĐtiǀe aŶd alteƌŶatiǀelǇ a puŶitiǀe eǆpeditioŶ
to Elope ǁas pƌoposed ǀide File Ŷo. ϵϱ FoƌeigŶ
PolitiĐal August ϭϵϬϵ. RespoŶdiŶg to the pƌoposal
foƌ PuŶitiǀe eǆpeditioŶ put foƌǁaƌd ďǇ AssistaŶt
PolitiĐal OffiĐeƌ Noel WilliaŵsoŶ, the SeĐƌetaƌǇ to
the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of East BeŶgal aŶd Assaŵ  ǁhile
ǁƌitiŶg to the CoŵŵissioŶeƌ of Assaŵ DistƌiĐts ǀide
letteƌ Ŷo. ϯϴϴϰG, dated ShilloŶg, the Ϯϰth JulǇ ϭϵϬϵ
oďseƌǀes;-

The ďloĐkade agaiŶst the Mishŵis appeaƌs to
haǀe failed iŶ its oďjeĐt, iŶ as ŵuĐh as PoŶgoŶ ;PoŶge
DeleͿ the peƌpetƌatoƌ of the DikƌaŶg outƌage iŶ ϭϵϬϱ,
is at laƌge, aŶd Ŷo iŵpƌessioŶ appeaƌs to haǀe ďeeŶ
ŵade ďǇ the ďloĐkade oŶ offeŶdiŶg tƌiďe. You
aĐĐoƌdiŶglǇ ƌeĐoŵŵeŶd the ǁithdƌaǁal of the
ďloĐkade aŶd the despatĐh of a puŶitiǀe eǆpeditioŶ
to ElapoiŶ ;ElopeͿ iŶ aĐĐoƌdaŶĐe ǁith pƌoposals ŵade
ďǇ Mƌ. WilliaŵsoŶ iŶ his letteƌ Ŷo. ϭϯG., dated ϮŶd

Apƌil ϭϵϬϳ, to addƌess of the DeputǇ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ
Lakhiŵpuƌ . You also uƌge that if Ŷo fuƌtheƌ steps ďe
takeŶ to puŶish the offeŶdeƌs iŶ this Đase
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt pƌestige oŶ the fƌoŶtieƌ is likelǇ to
suffeƌ, aŶd fuƌtheƌ outƌages of a ŵoƌe seƌious Ŷatuƌe
ŵaǇ take plaĐe .͟

The Bƌitish tƌoop uŶdeƌ CaptaiŶ DuŶdas aŶd
CaptaiŶ Neǀil   uŶdeƌtook a ŵilitaƌǇ eǆpeditioŶ to
Elope iŶ MaƌĐh ϭϵϭϰ. The EǆpeditioŶ tuƌŶed out futile
as Ŷo oŶe Đould ďe aƌƌested. The tƌoop afteƌ ƌeaĐhiŶg
the ǀillage ďuƌŶt the houses, destƌoǇed agƌiĐultuƌal
fields, ďaŵďoos aŶd ǁhateǀeƌ destƌuĐtioŶ theǇ
Đould do. The tƌoops staǇed iŶ ǀillage foƌ ŵaŶǇ daǇs
ĐaƌƌǇiŶg out destƌuĐtioŶs aŶd ƌetuƌŶed ďaĐk.

The Ŷeǆt tuƌŶ of eǀeŶt oĐĐuƌƌed iŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ
ϭϵϭϳ ǁheŶ Taji Dele ǁas aƌƌested ǁhile ĐoŵiŶg to
SadiǇa foƌ tƌade. IŶ a hastǇ ŵaŶŶeƌ he ǁas tƌied aŶd
haŶged at Tezpuƌ Jail oŶ Ϯϵth JaŶuaƌǇ ϭϵϭϴ.

Fƌeedoŵ Waǀes: The UŶsuŶg Heƌoes of Mishŵi Hills
Razzeko Dele

The thƌee Mishŵis of Elope Ekhƌoŵe Dele, Rosha
Dele, aŶd Bapo Dele iŶ oƌdeƌ to aǀeŶge the
ŵaƌtǇƌdoŵ of Taji Dele attaĐked the Nizaŵghat
MilitaƌǇ outpost iŶ Ϯϰth Noǀeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϴ. OŶe sepoǇ
ǁas killed aŶd seǀeƌal otheƌs iŶjuƌed. Theƌeafteƌ,
the Bƌitish GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt plaŶŶed to uŶdeƌtake oŶe
ŵoƌe ŵilitaƌǇ eǆpeditioŶ agaiŶst the Mishŵis of
Elope. While seŶdiŶg the pƌoposals foƌ aŶ eǆpeditioŶ
to puŶish the Mishŵis of Elope, the Chief
CoŵŵissioŶeƌ of Assaŵ, Siƌ NiĐholas D. BeatsoŶ-Bell
gaǀe the histoƌǇ of ĐoŶfƌoŶtatioŶ as folloǁs:-

͞Ϯ. The ŵuƌdeƌ of the ƌifleŵaŶ appeaƌs to haǀe
ďeeŶ ďut aŶotheƌ step iŶ a loŶg seƌies of ďlood feuds.
IŶ the ŵoŶth of JulǇ ϭϵϬϱ, as ƌepoƌted iŶ paƌagƌaph
ϭϯ of the Repoƌt oŶ the FƌoŶtieƌ Tƌiďes of EasteƌŶ
BeŶgal aŶd Assaŵ foƌ the Ǉeaƌ ϭϵϬϱ-ϭϵϬϲ, thƌee
Bƌitish suďjeĐts ǁeƌe ŵuƌdeƌed ďǇ BeďejiǇas Ŷeaƌ
the DikƌaŶg ďloĐk-house. This outƌage seeŵs to haǀe
ďeeŶ Đoŵŵitted iŶ ƌetaliatioŶ foƌ the deteŶtioŶ iŶ
jail of a ŵaŶ Ŷaŵed PoŶgoŶ, duƌiŶg the Mishŵi
EǆpeditioŶ of ϭϵϬϬ. ... Afteƌ haŶgiŶg of Taji MideƌeŶ
at Tezpuƌ Jail oŶ the Ϯϵth JaŶuaƌǇ ϭϵϭϴ, iŶ his Repoƌt
oŶ the FƌoŶtieƌ Tƌiďes foƌ the Ǉeaƌ ϭϵϭϳ-ϭϴ  Mƌ.
DuŶdas, PolitiĐal OffiĐeƌ of the SadiǇa FƌoŶtieƌ ͚TƌaĐt,
aŶtiĐipatiŶg the ƌeǀeŶge attaĐk ǁƌote;

IŶ  his letteƌ of the ϯϬth Noǀeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϴ, of ǁhiĐh
a ĐopǇ ǁas suďŵitted to the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of IŶdia
ǁith ŵǇ letteƌ No.ϵϲϱϮ-P., dated the ϲth DeĐeŵďeƌ
ϭϵϭϴ, Mƌ. DuŶdas ƌepoƌted that he had ƌeĐeiǀed
iŶfoƌŵatioŶ that the peƌsoŶs ƌespoŶsiďle foƌ the
ŵuƌdeƌ of the ƌifleŵaŶ at Nizaŵghat ǁeƌe
Ekhƌoŵe MideƌeŶ, Bapo MideƌeŶ aŶd Kosa
MideƌeŶ of ElapoiŶ, aŶd it seeŵs ĐeƌtaiŶ that the
ŵuƌdeƌ of the ƌifleŵaŶ at Nizaŵghat ǁas the ǁoƌk
of  PoŶgoŶ aŶd his ĐoŶfedeƌates iŶ ƌetaliatioŶ foƌ
the haŶgiŶg of Taji MideƌeŶ.͟

 The Bƌitish GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of IŶdia ǁas, hoǁeǀeƌ,
aǀeƌse to aŶǇ soƌt of ͞ŵilitaƌǇ ĐoŵŵitŵeŶts͟ aŶd
theǇ asked that the opeƌatioŶs should ďe defeƌƌed.

But iŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϵ, the Chief CoŵŵissioŶeƌ

;CoŶtiŶued fƌoŵ the pƌeǀious issuee....Ϳ
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ƌeopeŶed the ŵatteƌ, poiŶted out hoǁ theǇ ǁeƌe
supposed to ďe eǆeƌĐisiŶg ͞loose politiĐal ĐoŶtƌol͟
iŶ these aƌeas as appƌoǀed iŶ DespatĐh No. ϭϬϱ, dated
the Ϯϭst Septeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϭ aŶd SeĐƌetaƌǇ of State͛s
oƌdeƌs dated the ϴth Noǀeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϭ, aŶd uŶdeƌtook
that the opeƌatioŶs ǁould eŶtail Ŷo ƌisk of aŶǇ
situatioŶ aƌisiŶg ǁhiĐh Đould Ŷot ďe ĐoŶtƌolled ďǇ
loĐal foƌĐes. The GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of IŶdia agƌeed oŶ the
ϯϭst DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϵ, ďut oǁiŶg to the lateŶess of
the seasoŶ the eǆpeditioŶ had to ďe postpoŶed. It
took plaĐe uŶdeƌ Mƌ. O͛CallaghaŶ ǁho had
suĐĐeeded Mƌ. DuŶdas, iŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϵϮϬ. The tƌoops
ĐoŵŵaŶded ďǇ CaptaiŶ R. P. Aďigail ;leŶt fƌoŵ the
ϯƌd A.R.Ϳ aŶd Lieut. J.  MuƌƌaǇ GƌaŶt, ǁith Mƌ.
O͛CallaghaŶ as PolitiĐal OffiĐeƌ ƌeaĐhed Elope oŶ the
ϵth DeĐeŵďeƌ.  This tiŵe people  of  Elope ǁhiĐh
ĐoŶsisted  of  ϰϬ  houses  deĐided  to  diƌeĐtlǇ  ĐoŶfƌoŶt
the  Bƌitish  FoƌĐes. The

Mishŵis of Elope ǁeƌe pushed ďaĐk foƌĐiŶg theŵ
to ƌetƌeat as theiƌ ŵaĐhetes aŶd aƌƌoǁs ǁeƌe Ŷo
ŵatĐh foƌ the Bƌitish guŶs aŶd aƌtilleƌies. PoŶge Dele
died fightiŶg. ColoŶel W. Shakespeaƌe iŶ his ďook
Histoƌy of the Assaŵ Rifles ;ϭϵϮϵͿ ƌepoƌts the
ĐoŶfƌoŶtatioŶ thus:

͞The foƌĐe ŵoǀed out fƌoŵ Nizaŵghat iŶ OĐtoďeƌ
up the left ďaŶk of the Di ďoŶg ƌiǀeƌ, the
pƌeĐipitous Ŷatuƌe of the ĐouŶtƌǇ ŵakiŶg the
pƌogƌess of ŵeŶ aŶd tƌaŶspoƌt Đoolies ŵost
diffiĐult. Befoƌe ƌeaĐhiŶg ElapoiŶ ;ElopeͿ the
Mishŵis held a stoĐkaded positioŶ ǁell sited,
ǁhiĐh ďƌought aďout a shaƌp little fight ďefoƌe it
ǁas takeŶ. Heƌe the ĐlaŶ lost a Ŷuŵďeƌ of ŵeŶ,
aŵoŶgst theŵ ďeiŶg PaŶgoo ;PoŶge DeleͿ, the
leadeƌ of the tƌouďle, ǁho ǁas shot dead. ElapoiŶ
;ElopeͿ ǁas dulǇ destƌoǇed, aŶd tǁo posts ǁeƌe
left foƌ a feǁ ŵoŶths iŶ that paƌt of the ĐouŶtƌǇ
till all all fiŶes ǁeƌe paid up͟

SiŵilaƌlǇ, Siƌ Roďeƌ Reid, the GoǀeƌŶoƌ of Assaŵ
fƌoŵ ϭϵϯϳ to ϭϵϰϮ ǁƌote iŶ his ďook Histoƌy of FƌoŶtieƌ
Aƌeas BoƌdeƌiŶg oŶ Assaŵ fƌoŵ ϭϴϴϯ-ϭϵϰϭ ;ϭϵϰϮͿ as
ďeloǁ:-

͞TheǇ ƌeaĐhed ElapoiŶ oŶ the ϵth DeĐeŵďeƌ. AŶ
aŵďush ǁas laid foƌ ouƌ tƌoops aŶd oŶe Mishŵi
ǁas shot ǁho ǀeƌǇ foƌtuŶatelǇ tuƌŶed out to ďe
PoŶgoŶ MideƌeŶ hiŵself, the leadeƌ aŶd iŶstigatoƌ
of the ǁhole pƌeǀious tƌouďle aŶd a ĐoŶsisteŶt

ŶuisaŶĐe foƌ soŵe Ϯϱ Ǉeaƌs. Theƌe ǁas Ŷo fuƌtheƌ
diffiĐultǇ aŶd the tƌoops ƌetuƌŶed to SadiǇa ďǇ Ϯϳth
JaŶuaƌǇ ϭϵϮϭ. PuŶishŵeŶt ǁas iŶfliĐted ǁheƌe
ƌeƋuiƌed aƌid ŵaŶǇ outstaŶdiŶg disputes settled.
͚The Chief CoŵŵissioŶeƌ ǁas satisfied that the
ƌesult of the eǆpeditioŶ had ͞goŶe faƌ to ƌe-
estaďlish the authoƌitǇ of GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt afteƌ the
eŶfoƌĐed ŶoŶ-iŶteƌǀeŶtioŶ of the last feǁ Ǉeaƌs͟

CoŶĐlusioŶ

The Bƌitish ďelief afteƌ ϭst BeďejiǇa Mishŵi
EǆpeditioŶ that the ͚BeďejiǇas haǀe leaƌŶt the
stƌeŶgth of Bƌitish poǁeƌ͛ aŶd theƌefoƌe Ŷeǀeƌ stƌike
theŵ agaiŶ pƌoǀed ǁƌoŶg. The ĐoŶstaŶt stƌuggle ďǇ
a sŵall tƌiďal gƌoup also ŵaŶifests the uŶdǇiŶg spiƌit
to fight foƌ the tƌiďal ƌight aŶd pƌide ǁhiĐh is
iŶheƌeŶt iŶ the tƌiďes of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh.
Hoǁeǀeƌ, the histoƌiĐal pheŶoŵeŶoŶ ǁhiĐh had
iŵpaĐted aŶd plagued Bƌitish goǀeƌŶŵeŶt foƌ ŶeaƌlǇ
a Ƌuaƌteƌ of ĐeŶtuƌǇ is todaǇ oŶlǇ iŶ the doŵaiŶ of
dustǇ aƌĐhiǀal files aŶd haǀe ďeĐoŵe suďjeĐt of feǁ
liŶes iŶ the ďooks ǁƌitteŶ ďǇ IŶdiaŶ histoƌiaŶs.
NeaƌlǇ all the histoƌiaŶs of Noƌth East like H.K
Baƌpujaƌi ;Pƌoďleŵ of the Hill Tƌiďes of Noƌth East
FƌoŶtieƌ, ϭϴϳϯ-ϭϵϲϮͿ aŶd M.L Bose ;HistoƌǇ of
AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh, ϭϵϵϳͿ haǀe just Ƌuoted feǁ liŶes
of Bƌitish offiĐeƌs ǁhiĐh aƌe highlǇ deƌogatoƌǇ as ǁell
as oŶesided & pƌejudiĐed ǀieǁ. OŶe ĐaŶ fiŶd
elaďoƌate ǁƌitiŶgs oŶ the suďjeĐt iŶ Roďeƌt Reid
;HistoƌǇ of FƌoŶtieƌ Aƌeas BoƌdeƌiŶg oŶ Assaŵ fƌoŵ
ϭϴϴϯ-ϭϵϰϭ, [ϭϵϰϮ]Ϳ aŶd L. W Shakespeaƌ ;HistoƌǇ of
the Assaŵ Rifles [ϭϵϮϵ]Ϳ

The loĐal loƌe of the stƌuggle stil l eĐhoes iŶ
Mishŵi Hills. The tƌiďe still ƌeǀeƌe the people ǁho
died fightiŶg the Bƌitish aŶti the tƌiďal oppƌessiǀe
poliĐies. TheǇ fought foƌ the tƌiďal ethos, stƌuggled
foƌ the fƌeedoŵ to liǀe the life ďǇ holdiŶg theiƌ
heads high iŶ theiƌ oǁŶ laŶd.

AĐadeŵiĐ ǁƌitiŶgs haǀe appeaƌed oŶ the histoƌǇ
of PoŶge Dele aŶd Taji Dele. The UŶioŶ PuďliĐ SeƌǀiĐe
CoŵŵissioŶ Ciǀil SeƌǀiĐe Eǆaŵ MaiŶ papeƌ ϮϬϬϵ had
a ƋuestioŶ oŶ Taji Dele ;Taji MedeƌeŶͿ.  SiŵilaƌlǇ a
ďƌief ǁƌite up aŶd ƌepoƌt ǁas puďlished iŶ EasteƌŶ
PaŶoƌaŵa, August ϮϬϬϵ. IŶ the saŵe spiƌit, Tiŵes of
IŶdia ;eleĐtƌoŶiĐ ǀeƌsioŶͿ Đaƌƌied histoƌiĐal ƌeseaƌĐh
ǁƌitiŶg oŶ Septeŵďeƌ ϭϴ, ϮϬϭϮ ǁƌitteŶ ďǇ Aŵaƌesh
Misƌa  titled, Assaŵ: The ǀeƌǇ idea of IŶdia uŶdeƌ
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attaĐk – Paƌt III, liŶks the iŶĐessaŶt stƌuggle of PoŶge Dele aŶd Taji Dele to the laƌgeƌ fƌeedoŵ ŵoǀeŵeŶt
of Assaŵ.

With the pƌoĐlaŵatioŶ of Shƌi NaƌeŶdƌa Modi, the Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ of IŶdia to ƌeĐogŶise the tƌiďal peoples
ǁho haǀe fought agaiŶst the Bƌitish as fƌeedoŵ fighteƌs, the Idu Mishŵi Đultuƌal aŶd LiteƌaƌǇ SoĐietǇ
suďŵitted a ŵeŵoƌaŶduŵ to the Đhief MiŶisteƌ of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh Shƌi Peŵa KhaŶdu oŶ ϴth JaŶuaƌǇ
ϮϬϭϳ.

The saŵe appeal ǁas ŵade to Shƌi KiƌeŶ Rijiju, HoŶ͛ďle MOS Hoŵe oŶ ϮϮŶd JulǇ ϮϬϭϳ.

Glossaƌy of Misspelt EŶglish Naŵes aŶd AĐtual Idu Mishŵi Naŵes

AĐtual Idu Mishŵi Naŵe

Idu Mishŵis those ǁho  spoke Midu
dialeĐt espeĐiallǇ ƌesidiŶg iŶ the foothills
of RoiŶg ƌegioŶ.

Idu Mishŵis of Ithu ValleǇ espeĐiallǇ
those ǁho speak Mithu dialeĐt.

PoŶge Dele ;Eaƌlieƌ tƌaditioŶallǇ it ǁas
Midele ĐlaŶ, Ŷoǁ theǇ aƌe kŶoǁŶ ďǇ as
DeleͿ.

Elope

EŶglish Misspelt Naŵe

Chullikatta Mishŵis

BeďejiǇa Mishŵis

PoŶgoŶ Mideƌe

ElaŶpu

RefeƌeŶĐes

Aŵaƌesh Misƌa Tiŵes of IŶdia ;eleĐtƌoŶiĐ ǀeƌsioŶͿ titled, Assaŵ: The ǀeƌǇ idea of IŶdia uŶdeƌ attaĐk – Paƌt III
Assaŵ SeĐƌetaƌiat File Ŷo. ϯϮ-ϰϵ FoƌeigŶ A. PolitiĐal JulǇ ϭϴϵϵ, Pƌoposal foƌ aŶ EǆpeditioŶ agaiŶst BeďejiǇa Mishŵis
Assaŵ SeĐƌetaƌiat File Ŷo. ϵϱ FoƌeigŶ PolitiĐal August ϭϵϬϵ Pƌoposal to ǁithdƌaǁ the BloĐkade agaiŶst the Mishŵis

aŶd to despatĐh a PuŶitiǀe EǆpeditioŶ to ElapoiŶ iŶ Lakhiŵpuƌ FƌoŶtieƌs
Assaŵ SeĐƌetaƌiat File Nos.ϭ-Ϯϴ PolitiĐal, B, DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϵ,
EasteƌŶ PaŶoƌaŵa, August ϮϬϬϵ
GeŶeƌal Studies MaiŶs Papeƌ, Ciǀil SeƌǀiĐe Eǆaŵ, ϮϬϬϵ ǁith ƋuestioŶ Ŷo. ϬϮ, H, oŶ Taji Dele ;Taji MideƌeŶͿ
MaĐkeŶzie, AleǆaŶdeƌ., ;ϭϴϴϰͿ. HistoƌǇ of the ƌelatioŶs of the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt ǁith the Hill Tƌiďes of the Noƌth-East

FƌoŶtieƌ of BeŶgal ;CalĐutta,Ϳ. CoŶtaiŶs iŶ Pt. I a histoƌiĐal aĐĐouŶt of the dealiŶgs of GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt ǁith the Mishŵis
;pp. ϰϳ-ϱϰͿ.

Needhaŵ, J. ,F . ;ϭϵϬϬͿ Repoƌt oŶ the BeďejiǇa Mishŵi EǆpeditioŶ, ϭϴϵϵ-ϭϵϬϬ: ShilloŶg
Reid, Roďeƌt, HistoƌǇ of FƌoŶtieƌ Aƌeas BoƌdeƌiŶg oŶ Assaŵ fƌoŵ ϭϴϴϯ-ϭϵϰϭ, ;ϭϵϰϮͿ, Delhi IŶdia EasteƌŶ PuďlishiŶg

House
RoŶaldshaǇ’s Life of CuƌzoŶ, Vol. ϭϭ,
Shakespeaƌ, L. W . HistoƌǇ of the Assaŵ Rifles ;ϭϵϮϵͿ: LoŶdoŶ, MaĐŵillaŶ

;The authoƌ of this aƌtiĐle is aŶ AssistaŶt Pƌofessoƌ of JoŵiŶ TayeŶg Goǀt. Degƌee College, RoiŶg. AŶd
ĐaŶ ďe ƌeaĐhed at ƌazzeko@gŵail.Đoŵ)
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The pƌestigious KƌishŶa KaŶta HaŶdiƋui NatioŶal
Aǁaƌd, ϮϬϭϳ, ǁhiĐh Đaƌƌies Rs ϱ lakhs, a ĐitatioŶ aŶd a
ŵeŵeŶto, ǁas pƌeseŶted to Sƌi Haƌi ShaŶkaƌ Bƌahŵa,
the foƌŵeƌ Chief EleĐtioŶ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ of IŶdia oŶ
ϭϭ DeĐeŵďeƌ, ϮϬϭϳ ďǇ Pƌof Jagdish Mukhi, the HoŶ͛ďle
GoǀeƌŶoƌ of Assaŵ iŶ a fuŶĐtioŶ oƌgaŶised at PƌagjǇoti
Cultuƌal Coŵpleǆ, Guǁahati. IŶ the saŵe fuŶĐtioŶ the
KƌishŶa KaŶta HaŶdiƋui NatioŶal Felloǁship ǁhiĐh
offeƌs Rs siǆ lakh to eaĐh of the ƌeĐipieŶts foƌ a spaŶ
of tǁo Ǉeaƌs, a ĐitatioŶ aŶd a ŵeŵeŶto eaĐh, ǁas also
pƌeseŶted to MouŶtaiŶeeƌ AŶshu JaŵseŶpa aŶd
ǁƌiteƌ Shaƌŵistha Pƌitaŵ.

Sƌi Haƌi ShaŶkaƌ Bƌahŵa, a
suĐĐessful ϭϵϳϱ-ďatĐh IAS offiĐeƌ of the
AŶdhƌa Pƌadesh Đadƌe, ǁas the Chief
EleĐtioŶ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ of IŶdia ;CECͿ
fƌoŵ JaŶuaƌǇ ϭϲ, ϮϬϭϱ to Apƌil ϭϵ, ϮϬϭϱ.
Pƌioƌ to that he ǁas oŶe of the EleĐtioŶ
CoŵŵissioŶeƌ fƌoŵ  August ϮϬϭϬ. He
has oǀeƌseeŶ tǁo Lok Saďha eleĐtioŶs
aŶd at least oŶe ƌouŶd of AsseŵďlǇ
eleĐtioŶ iŶ eǀeƌǇ state.

SpeakiŶg oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ, GoǀeƌŶoƌ
Mukhi heaped pƌaise oŶ the ƌole of
opeŶ eduĐatioŶ iŶ tƌaŶsfoƌŵiŶg liǀes
aŶd pƌoŵotiŶg a feeliŶg of
iŶĐlusiǀeŶess. He said that ͞Thƌough
this aǁaƌd aŶd felloǁship pƌogƌaŵŵe,
the KƌishŶa KaŶta HaŶdiƋui State OpeŶ UŶiǀeƌsitǇ has
shoǁŶ a ǀeƌǇ good eǆaŵple of its ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt
toǁaƌds soĐietǇ. Otheƌ pƌogƌaŵŵes of the
eduĐatioŶal iŶstitutioŶ, like its ŵoƌe thaŶ ϯϬϬ studǇ
ĐeŶtƌes aĐƌoss the State aŶd its iŶitiatiǀe to faĐilitate
eduĐatioŶ oppoƌtuŶities to the jail iŶŵates, aƌe also
laudaďle.͟

IŶ his aĐĐeptaŶĐe speeĐh, Bƌahŵa said that the
futuƌe of the State depeŶded oŶ huŵaŶ ƌesouƌĐes
aŶd eduĐatioŶ ǁill plaǇ a ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt ƌole iŶ it.
A͞ll the pƌoďleŵs liŶked to us aƌe ŵostlǇ due to pooƌ

eduĐatioŶ, ďe it health aŶd hǇgieŶe, high iŶfaŶt aŶd
ŵateƌŶal ŵoƌtalitǇ ƌate, loǁ life eǆpeĐtaŶĐǇ oƌ
uŶeŵploǇŵeŶt. He fuƌtheƌ added that ͞Moƌeoǀeƌ, iŶ
todaǇ͛s highlǇ Đoŵpetitiǀe ǁoƌld, ǁe haǀe to ďe

KƌishŶa KaŶta HaŶdiƋui NatioŶal Aǁaƌd pƌeseŶted

ďetteƌ eduĐated teĐhŶiĐallǇ aŶd aĐadeŵiĐallǇ to
suƌǀiǀe.͟

Ms. AŶshu JaŵseŶpa, ǁho holds the ǁoƌld ƌeĐoƌd
of douďle asĐeŶt of MouŶt Eǀeƌest iŶ a spaŶ of fiǀe
daǇs aŶd a ƌeĐipieŶt of the KƌishŶa KaŶta HaŶdiƋui
NatioŶal Felloǁship, iŶ heƌ speeĐh uƌged the CeŶtƌe
to Đoŵe up ǁith a ǁell-defiŶed poliĐǇ foƌ pƌoŵotiŶg
ŵouŶtaiŶeeƌiŶg aŶd adǀeŶtuƌe spoƌts. The otheƌ
ƌeĐipieŶt of the felloǁship, Ms. Shaƌŵistha Pƌitaŵ, is
a ǁell-kŶoǁŶ ǁƌiteƌ ǁho is suffeƌiŶg fƌoŵ SpiŶal
MusĐulaƌ AtƌophǇ disease siŶĐe heƌ Đhildhood.

While speakiŶg aďout heƌself she said that ͞I͛ǀe
had haƌdships iŶ ŵǇ life aŶd ĐhalleŶges of all soƌts.
Hoǁeǀeƌ, I ďelieǀe that the ŵoƌe ĐhalleŶges ǁe haǀe,
the ďetteƌ ǁe uŶdeƌstaŶd life.͟  She fuƌtheƌ added that
that Ŷo issues iŶfliĐtiŶg the huŵaŶ ƌaĐe ĐaŶ ďe solǀed
ǁithout leaƌŶiŶg to loǀe the people aŶd Natuƌe.

Eaƌlieƌ, Dƌ. Hitesh Deka, ViĐe ChaŶĐelloƌ of Gauhati
UŶiǀeƌsitǇ spoke oŶ the ǀisioŶ aŶd aĐhieǀeŵeŶts of
the ǀaƌsitǇ. He iŶfoƌŵed that fiǀe feŵale ĐaŶdidates,
ŶaŵelǇ Ms. Yashodhaƌa Das, Ms. Bipasa Kalita, Ms.
Soŵa RoǇ, Ms. Naŵƌata Baƌua aŶd Ms. Shaŵŵa
PaƌǁiŶ, ǁho aƌe pƌepaƌiŶg to appeaƌ foƌ the UPSC
;MaiŶsͿ, ǁeƌe giǀeŶ sĐholaƌships of Rs ϭ lakh eaĐh.
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IŶ the hustle aŶd ďustle of the ĐitǇ life eǀeƌǇoŶe is
just ƌuŶŶiŶg afteƌ theiƌ dƌeaŵs, goals aŶd ǁhateǀeƌ
oŶe ŵight saǇ, ďut hoǁ ŵaŶǇ aƌe aĐtuallǇ oŶ the ƌight
tƌaĐk to aĐhieǀe theiƌ ŵost Đoǀeted aspiƌatioŶ. Most
of the tiŵe ŵaŶǇ aƌe just tƌǇiŶg to outdo the otheƌ
ǁithout ƌealiziŶg aďout theiƌ aĐtual goals. Theƌe is a
lot of ĐoŵpetitioŶ iŶ alŵost all the fields, ďut
soŵetiŵes the ĐoŵpetitioŶ is so fieƌĐe that people
ďeĐoŵe ďusieƌ iŶ oǀeƌtakiŶg otheƌs foƌgettiŶg aďout
theiƌ oǁŶ goals. The keǇ is to foĐus oŶ Ǉouƌ oǁŶ goals
aŶd ǁoƌk ǁith utŵost siŶĐeƌitǇ, dediĐatioŶ aŶd
assiduousŶess toǁaƌds aĐhieǀiŶg it. Also, it is
iŵpoƌtaŶt to leaƌŶ fƌoŵ the ŵistakes ǁe Đoŵŵit. No
oŶe is peƌfeĐt aŶd eaĐh oŶe of us is ďouϰŶd to ŵake
ŵistakes, ďut it͛s iŵpoƌtaŶt that ǁe doŶ͛t ƌepeat
theŵ. MotiǀatioŶ also plaǇs a ǀital ƌole heƌeϭ. Soŵe
people haǀe theiƌ ƌole ŵodels ǁho iŶspiƌe theŵ aŶd
keep theŵ goiŶg, theǇ tƌǇ to iŵďiďe the Ƌualities of
theiƌ ƌole ŵodels aŶd it s͛ iŶdeed a ǀeƌǇ logiĐal aŶd
positiǀe thiŶg to do. OŶ the otheƌ haŶd, ǁe also haǀe
to aĐĐept the faĐt that theƌe aƌe suĐh supeƌ suĐĐessful
people ǁho doŶ͛t haǀe aŶǇ idols oƌ ƌole ŵodels, theǇ
aƌe self-ŵotiǀated aŶd deǀelop aŶ iŶŶeƌ stƌeŶgth oƌ
foƌĐe that dƌiǀe theŵ.  What is suĐĐess? CaŶ it ďe
ĐalĐulated iŶ teƌŵs of ŵoŶeǇ Ǉou haǀe oƌ the poǁeƌ
Ǉou possess to iŶflueŶĐe otheƌs?  I feel suĐĐess ĐaŶŶot
ďe ƋuaŶtified oƌ ĐalĐulated iŶ ŵoŶetaƌǇ teƌŵs. Foƌ
iŶstaŶĐe if a ďeggaƌ gets a suŵ of ϮϬ thousaŶd ƌupees
it ǁould ďe a Đoŵplete pƌofusioŶ foƌ hiŵ, if a ŵiddle
Đlass ŵaŶ gets it theŶ it ǁould ďe just good eŶough

SuĐĐess
ShiŶdhu KashǇap Boƌpuzaƌi

foƌ hiŵ, ďut if it goes to soŵeoŶe like Lakshŵi Mittal
theŶ it ǁould ďe oŶlǇ peaŶuts foƌ the ďillioŶaiƌe
iŶdustƌialist. So, suĐĐess ĐaŶ͛t ďe ƋuaŶtified iŶ teƌŵs
of ŵoŶeǇ oƌ foƌ that ŵatteƌ iŶ aŶǇ ŵateƌialistiĐ
ŵeasuƌe, it is the pƌogƌess iŶ life, oŶe͛s ĐoŶtiŶuous
augŵeŶtatioŶ iŶ life. What Ǉou aƌe todaǇ, ϭϬ Ǉeaƌs
doǁŶ the liŶe Ǉou should ďe iŶ a ŵuĐh ďetteƌ positioŶ
iŶ life that ǁill ďe Ǉouƌ gƌoǁth, Ǉouƌ suĐĐess. Hoǁ
iŵpoƌtaŶt is eduĐatioŶ foƌ suĐĐess aŶd iŶ ƌeaĐhiŶg the
ultiŵate goal iŶ life? We all kŶoǁ that Dhiƌuďhai
AŵďaŶi ǁas ďǇ Ŷo ŵeaŶs aŶ eduĐated peƌsoŶ ďut ǁas
a ƌeal geŶius ǁho ĐhaŶged the dǇŶaŵiĐs of the
ďusiŶess ǁoƌld. We haǀe aŶotheƌ eǆaŵple Sƌi N.R
NaƌaǇaŶ MuƌthǇ, aŶ eŶgiŶeeƌ ǁho staƌted IŶfosǇs ǁith
feǁ of his eŶgiŶeeƌ fƌieŶds ĐoŶtƌiďutiŶg theiƌ saǀiŶgs
aŶd ǁe all kŶoǁ ǁheƌe IŶfosǇs is todaǇ. IŶfosǇs
ďeĐaŵe supeƌ suĐĐessful ďeĐause of theiƌ ĐolleĐtiǀe
iŶtelligeŶĐe, attitude, ŵetiĐulousŶess, pƌagŵatisŵ
aŶd the aďilitǇ to judge a situatioŶ, ǁhiĐh is the keǇ.
EduĐatioŶ is iŵpoƌtaŶt ďut judgŵeŶt is of gƌeateƌ
iŵpoƌtaŶĐe. EduĐatioŶ ĐaŶ hoŶe Ǉouƌ iŶtelligeŶĐe aŶd
iŶstiŶĐts to judge a situatioŶ ďetteƌ. Life s͛ eǆpeƌieŶĐe
also teaĐhes us a lot, gƌeateƌ the eǆpeƌieŶĐe, ďetteƌ
Ǉou leaƌŶ. Hoǁeǀeƌ hoǁ ƋuiĐklǇ Ǉou leaƌŶ is of gƌeateƌ
iŵpoƌtaŶĐe. Hoǁ Ǉou adapt to diffeƌeŶt ĐoŶditioŶs
aŶd utilize the aǀailaďle ƌesouƌĐes to Ǉouƌ ŵaǆiŵuŵ
adǀaŶtage ǁill deteƌŵiŶe Ǉouƌ suĐĐess oƌ failuƌe. I
ǁill ĐoŶĐlude ďǇ saǇiŶg that to aĐhieǀe ƌeal suĐĐess
oŶe ŵust foĐus oŶ his dƌeaŵs aŶd ǁoƌk positiǀelǇ to
aĐhieǀe it.

sĐieŶĐe has estaďlished aŶǇ ŵethodologǇ to
distiŶguish the ďlood ǁhetheƌ it ďeloŶgs to a Khasi, a
BeŶgali oƌ a Nepali aŶd it is aŶ uŶdisputed faĐt that
the ďlood of all huŵaŶ ďeiŶgs is ƌed, Ŷo ŵatteƌ ǁhat
faith, Đaste oƌ ƌeligioŶ he oƌ she ďeloŶgs to, so ǁhǇ so
ŵuĐh diffeƌeŶĐe.͟  I thiŶk it is high tiŵe that soĐietǇ
should ǁake up aŶd eduĐate the people of IŶdia aŶd

it is also ŵǇ appeal to the soĐietǇ that the tiŵe has
Đoŵe to ŵake the people aǁaƌe aďout theiƌ
fuŶdaŵeŶtal duties, speĐifiĐallǇ, AƌtiĐle ϱϭA ǁhiĐh
speaks aďout huŵaŶitǇ. I fuƌtheƌ ŵeŶtioŶ that Ŷo
peƌsoŶ ĐaŶ pƌaĐtiĐe ƌeligioŶ oƌ ďeĐoŵe spiƌitual, uŶtil
aŶd uŶless he oƌ she ďeĐoŵes a good huŵaŶ ďeiŶg
ďeĐause huŵaŶitǇ Đoŵes fiƌst, theŶ ƌeligioŶ .͟
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The ƌeĐeŶt ƌeĐogŶitioŶ of Kuŵďh Mela as the
͞IŶtaŶgiďle Cultuƌal Heƌitage of HuŵaŶitǇ͟ ďǇ the
UNESCO is a ŵatteƌ of gƌeat pƌide aŶd elatioŶ foƌ
IŶdiaŶs.

The IŶteƌgoǀeƌŶŵeŶtal Coŵŵittee foƌ
safeguaƌdiŶg the IŶtaŶgiďle Cultuƌal Heƌitage uŶdeƌ
the UN ďodǇ iŶsĐƌiďed Kuŵďh Mela oŶ the
͞RepƌeseŶtatiǀe List of the IŶtaŶgiďle Cultuƌal
Heƌitage of HuŵaŶitǇ͟ at its ϭϮth sessioŶ iŶ Jeju, South
Koƌea. The ŵeetiŶg, ǁhiĐh opeŶed oŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϰ
aŶd eŶded oŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϵ this Ǉeaƌ. IŶdiaŶ Pƌiŵe
MiŶisteƌ desĐƌiďed the aĐhieǀeŵeŶt as ͞A ŵatteƌ of
iŵŵeŶse joǇ aŶd pƌide foƌ IŶdia,͟

 Kuŵďh Mela, ĐoŶsideƌed the ǁoƌld͛s laƌgest
ĐoŶgƌegatioŶ of ƌeligious pilgƌiŵs, joiŶs Ŷeǁ
eleŵeŶts fƌoŵ BotsǁaŶa, Coloŵďia, VeŶezuela,
MoŶgolia, MoƌoĐĐo, TuƌkeǇ aŶd the UŶited Aƌaď
Eŵiƌates oŶ the list.

The iŶsĐƌiptioŶ of eleŵeŶts oŶ the list helps
ĐouŶtƌies ǁhiĐh aƌe a paƌt of UNESCO͛s ĐoŶǀeŶtioŶ
foƌ safeguaƌdiŶg Đultuƌal heƌitage to ŵoďilise
iŶteƌŶatioŶal ĐoopeƌatioŶ aŶd assistaŶĐe foƌ eŶsuƌiŶg

Kuŵďh Mela ƌeĐeiǀes UNESCO ƌeĐogŶitioŶ

that ĐoŵŵuŶities ĐoŶtiŶue to pƌaĐtise aŶd tƌaŶsŵit
suĐh aspeĐts of theiƌ heƌitage.

The Kuŵďh Mela, held iŶ Allahaďad, Haƌidǁaƌ,
UjjaiŶ aŶd Nashik, ƌepƌeseŶts a sǇŶĐƌetiĐ set of ƌituals
ƌelated to ǁoƌship aŶd ĐleaŶsiŶg iŶ holǇ ƌiǀeƌs.

The iŶsĐƌiptioŶ of Kuŵďh Mela ǁas
ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded ďǇ the eǆpeƌt ďodǇ ǁhiĐh eǆaŵiŶes
iŶ detail ŶoŵiŶatioŶs suďŵitted ďǇ Meŵďeƌ
ĐouŶtƌies.

TƌaditioŶallǇ, fouƌ faiƌs aƌe ǁidelǇ ƌeĐogŶized as
the Kuŵďh Mela: the Haƌidǁaƌ Kuŵďh Mela, the
Allahaďad Kuŵďh Mela, the Nashik-Tƌiŵďakeshǁaƌ
Siŵhastha, aŶd UjjaiŶ Siŵhastha. These fouƌ faiƌs aƌe
held peƌiodiĐallǇ at oŶe of the folloǁiŶg plaĐes ďǇ
ƌotatioŶ: Haƌidǁaƌ, Allahaďad ;PƌaǇagͿ, Nashik distƌiĐt
;Nashik aŶd TƌiŵďakͿ, aŶd UjjaiŶ. The ŵaiŶ festiǀal
site is loĐated oŶ the ďaŶks of a ƌiǀeƌ: the GaŶges
;GaŶgaͿ at Haƌidǁaƌ; the ĐoŶflueŶĐe ;SaŶgaŵͿ of the
GaŶges aŶd the YaŵuŶa aŶd the iŶǀisiďle Saƌasǀati at
Allahaďad; the Godaǀaƌi at Nashik; aŶd the Shipƌa at
UjjaiŶ. BathiŶg iŶ these ƌiǀeƌs is thought to ĐleaŶse a
peƌsoŶ of all siŶs.

Mizo Aǁaƌd, the ŵost pƌestigious aǁaƌd iŶstituted
ďǇ Mizoƌaŵ s͛ laƌgest ǀeƌŶaĐulaƌ dailǇ ͚VaŶglaiŶi͛ ǁas
ƌeĐeŶtlǇ pƌeseŶted to Ms. JoǇ L. PaĐhuau, a pƌofessoƌ
iŶ the CeŶtƌe foƌ HistoƌiĐal Studies, JNU, iŶ ƌeĐogŶitioŶ
of heƌ eǆĐelleŶt ĐoŶtƌiďutioŶ iŶ the field of
aĐadeŵiĐs.  Ms. JoǇ L. PaĐhuau is the thiƌd ƌeĐipieŶt
of this pƌestigious aǁaƌd. Foƌŵeƌ Chief MiŶisteƌ Bƌig
Sailo aŶd soĐial ǁoƌkeƌ Mƌ. SaŶgthaŶkiŵa, Fatheƌ of
TNT CeŶtƌe, a Hoŵe foƌ oƌphaŶs, dƌug addiĐts aŶd
ŵeŶtallǇ-ĐhalleŶged peƌsoŶs, ǁeƌe the foƌŵeƌ
ƌeĐipieŶts of the aǁaƌd.

While speakiŶg aďout the aǁaƌd, Mƌ. K.  SapdaŶga,
the Editoƌ of the dailǇ stated that the ͚Mizo Aǁaƌd͛ is
giǀeŶ to eǆeŵplaƌǇ people iŶ diffeƌeŶt fields -
politiĐs, soĐial ǁoƌk, aĐadeŵiĐs, etĐ. This Ǉeaƌ, the
Aǁaƌd Boaƌd seleĐted Ms. JoǇ L PaĐhuau to ƌeĐeiǀe
the aǁaƌd to ƌeĐogŶise heƌ uŶpaƌalleled ĐoŶtƌiďutioŶ
as ǁell as aĐhieǀeŵeŶts iŶ heƌ ĐhoseŶ field of
aĐadeŵiĐs.

IŶ the Đouƌse of the aǁaƌd ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ at

BeƌaǁtlaŶg Touƌist CeŶtƌe oŶ SatuƌdaǇ the ϵth
DeĐeŵďeƌ, ϮϬϭϴ, the foƌŵeƌ ƌeĐipieŶt of the aǁaƌd,
Fatheƌ SaŶgthaŶkiŵa haŶded oǀeƌ the aǁaƌd to Ms.
PaĐhuau. The aǁaƌd Đaƌƌies Rs Ϯ.ϬϬ lakhs iŶ Đash aŶd
a ĐitatioŶ.

Pƌof. Ms. PaĐhuau, aŶ aluŵŶus of the UŶiǀeƌsitǇ of
Oǆfoƌd, is the authoƌ of ͚BeiŶg Mizo͛ the fiƌst detailed
ethŶogƌaphiĐ ǁoƌk oŶ the Mizos iŶ post-iŶdepeŶdeŶĐe
IŶdia, foĐuses oŶ the ĐoŶteŵpoƌaƌǇ issues suĐh as
peƌĐeptioŶs aŶd ideŶtitǇ foƌŵatioŶ iŶ the ĐoŶteǆt of
Noƌth East. The ďook has ďeeŶ aǁaƌded SŶeh MahajaŶ
Pƌize foƌ the Best Book ;ϮϬϭϮ-ϭϰͿ oŶ ModeƌŶ IŶdiaŶ
HistoƌǇ ďǇ the IŶdiaŶ HistoƌǇ CoŶgƌess.

Pƌof. Ms. PaĐhuau, ǁith Ms. TaŶika Saƌkaƌ aŶd Mƌ.
Pius MalekaŶdathil, has Đo-authoƌed ͚ChƌistiaŶitǇ iŶ
IŶdia: Issues of Cultuƌe, Poǁeƌ aŶd KŶoǁledge ,͛ aŶd
͚The Caŵeƌa as WitŶess – A SoĐial HistoƌǇ of Mizoƌaŵ͛
ǁith Mƌ. Willeŵ ǀaŶ SĐheŶdel.  She has also to heƌ
Đƌedit, a good Ŷuŵďeƌ of aƌtiĐles puďlished iŶ the
ŶatioŶal aŶd iŶteƌŶatioŶal jouƌŶals of ƌepute.
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OŶ ϭϭth DeĐeŵďeƌ, ϮϬϭϳ the aŶŶual daŶĐe of the
Khasis ďetteƌ kŶoǁŶ as the NoŶgkƌeŵ daŶĐe oƌ ͚Ka
PoŵďlaŶg ,͛ ǁas peƌfoƌŵed at the tƌaditioŶal ǀeŶue,
the palaĐe IIiŶg Sad of the SǇieŵ of Hiŵa KhǇƌieŵ
at Sŵit ǁith thousaŶds of people atteŶdiŶg the
ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. NoƌŵallǇ, this tƌaditioŶal daŶĐe is
Đeleďƌated iŶ the ŵoŶth of DeĐeŵďeƌ iŶ al l
spleŶdouƌ aŶd gaietǇ.

The ĐeƌeŵoŶial daŶĐe ǁas peƌfoƌŵed iŶ the
ĐouƌtǇaƌd of the IiŶg Sad ;thatĐhed HouseͿ ǁith
uŶŵaƌƌied giƌls, attiƌed iŶ dazzliŶg tƌaditioŶal

fiŶeƌǇ, daŶĐed iŶ tiŶǇ steps to the tuŶe of tƌaditioŶal
ŵusiĐ of the duhalia ;the tƌaditioŶal ŵusiĐiaŶsͿ
ǁhile the ŵeŶ, dƌessed iŶ tƌaditioŶal aĐĐouteƌ
holdiŶg a ǁhite Ǉak haiƌ ǁhisk iŶ oŶe haŶd aŶd a
sǁoƌd iŶ oŶe haŶd, suƌƌouŶd the ǁoŵeŶ.

The puƌpose of NoŶgkƌeŵ DaŶĐe is to seek
ďlessiŶgs of Goddess ͚Ka Blei SǇŶshaƌ ͛ foƌ aŶ
aďuŶdaŶt agƌiĐultuƌal Ǉield aŶd ǁelfaƌe of the
people. The festiǀal is also Đalled ͚Ka PoŵďlaŶg͛
ŵeaŶiŶg deĐapitatioŶ of goats siŶĐe theǇ aƌe
saĐƌifiĐed aŶd offeƌiŶgs ŵade to the aŶĐestoƌs.

DazzliŶg NoŶgkƌeŵ DaŶĐe

AŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt paƌt of this festiǀal  i s ͚Ka
PoŵďlaŶg͛ CeƌeŵoŶǇ, at ǁhiĐh goats offeƌed ďǇ
suďjeĐts to the ͚SǇieŵ͛ of Hiŵa KhǇƌieŵ, aƌe
saĐƌifiĐed aŶd offeƌiŶgs aƌe ŵade to the aŶĐestoƌs
of the ƌuliŶg ĐlaŶ aŶd the deitǇ of ShilloŶg peak ;U-
Lei ShilloŶgͿ.

IŶ the ǁoƌds of Balajied SiŶg SǇieŵ, the SǇieŵ
of Hiŵa KhǇƌieŵ, ͞These daŶĐes aŶd ƌituals aƌe a
ĐoŶtiŶuatioŶ of the legaĐǇ ďestoǁed upoŶ us siŶĐe
the aŶĐieŶt daǇs ďǇ ouƌ aŶĐestoƌs aŶd theƌe has
Ŷot ďeeŶ aŶǇ ĐhaŶges siŶĐe theŶ aŶd this festiǀal

is a testiŵoŶǇ of ouƌ
gƌatitude to God.͟

The SǇieŵ fuƌtheƌ
said that siŶĐe ŵaŶǇ of
the daŶĐeƌs aƌe sĐhool-
goiŶg studeŶts, ͞We also
took this iŶto
ĐoŶsideƌatioŶ aŶd heŶĐe
ǁe aƌe oƌgaŶiziŶg this
festiǀal of the Khasis iŶ
DeĐeŵďeƌ as ŵost of
the studeŶts aƌe gettiŶg
theiƌ ǁiŶteƌ ďƌeak fƌoŵ
sĐhool.  BƌaǀiŶg the
ǁiŶteƌ Đold, Đlouded skǇ
aŶd l ight dƌizzle, the
NoŶgkƌeŵ daŶĐe ǁas
peƌfoƌŵed ďǇ ŵoƌe thaŶ
ϭϬϬ plus giƌls aŶd ďoǇs.

He said that pƌaǇeƌs foƌ peaĐe iŶ the soĐietǇ aŶd
foƌ good agƌiĐultuƌal Ǉield haǀe ďeeŶ the ĐeŶtƌe of
the ƌituals peƌfoƌŵed. The fiǀe-daǇ loŶg ƌeligious
festiǀal of the Khasis, is peƌfoƌŵed to appease ͚Ka
Blei SǇŶshaƌ͛ aŶd seek his ďlessiŶgs foƌ a ďouŶtǇ-
full haƌǀest. IŶ the eǀeŶiŶg, afteƌ the NoŶgkƌeŵ
daŶĐe ĐoŶĐludes, the SǇieŵ aloŶg ǁith the high
pƌiest peƌfoƌŵ the ͚PoŵďlaŶg ͛ ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ, the
saĐƌifiĐe of goats ǁhiĐh is aŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt paƌt of the
ƌitual. 
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The ƌelatioŶs ďetǁeeŶ JapaŶ aŶd MaŶipuƌ aƌe as
old as SeĐoŶd Woƌld Waƌ. HuŶdƌeds of JapaŶese
ǁaƌƌioƌs laid doǁŶ theiƌ liǀes heƌe iŶ MaŶipuƌ. HistoƌǇ
is ƌeplete ǁith the sad stoƌies of ďƌaǀeƌǇ aŶd
saĐƌifiĐe.

ReĐeŶtlǇ a teaŵ of JapaŶese delegates Đaŵe to
MaŶipuƌ oŶ a ϯ-daǇ ǀisit to paǇ theiƌ ƌespeĐtful tƌiďutes
aŶd to ƌeiteƌate theiƌ solidaƌitǇ ǁith theiƌ falleŶ
heƌoes ǁho had saĐƌifiĐed theiƌ liǀes duƌiŶg Woƌld
Waƌ II. The pƌeseŶt ǀisit ǁas paƌtlǇ iŶ ƌespoŶse to the
iŶǀitatioŶ eǆteŶded ďǇ the HoŶ͛ďle GoǀeƌŶoƌ iŶ the
Đouƌse of the SaŶgai Festiǀal BusiŶess Suŵŵit held
iŶ MaŶipuƌ.  The delegatioŶ ǁas ǁelĐoŵed ďǇ Sŵt.
Najŵa Heptulla, the HoŶ͛ďle GoǀeƌŶoƌ of MaŶipuƌ at
the Raj BhaǁaŶ. IŶ the iŶfoƌŵal ŵeetiŶg that
folloǁed, stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg of IŶdo-JapaŶese ƌelatioŶs
took pƌeĐedeŶĐe oǀeƌ otheƌ issues. She ƌeiteƌated

Shaƌed ďƌotheƌhood of MaŶipuƌ & JapaŶ

that ĐultuƌallǇ theƌe is a Đlose ĐoŶŶeĐtioŶ ďetǁeeŶ
IŶdia aŶd JapaŶ ďeĐause IŶdia also folloǁs all the
thƌee ƌeligioŶs suĐh as HiŶduisŵ, Buddhisŵ aŶd
JaiŶisŵ ǁhiĐh aƌe ǁidelǇ aĐĐepted iŶ South East Asia.
She ĐoŶĐluded that Ŷot oŶlǇ iŶ teƌŵs of Đultuƌal
ƌelatioŶs, a Ŷeǀeƌ eŶdiŶg ƌelatioŶship ǁas ďuilt up
ďetǁeeŶ JapaŶ aŶd MaŶipuƌ eǀeƌ siŶĐe the SeĐoŶd
Woƌld Waƌ that ǁas fought ďetǁeeŶ ϭϵϯϵ aŶd ϭϵϰϱ. IŶ
heƌ speeĐh foƌ the ďeŶefit of the JapaŶese delegates
she said that ͞JapaŶ should help ďui ld ƌoads iŶ
MaŶipuƌ foƌ pƌoŵotiŶg ĐoŶŶeĐtiǀitǇ ǁith the eŶtiƌe
South East AsiaŶ ĐouŶtƌies foƌ ǁhiĐh she is also
puƌsuiŶg the ŵatteƌ ǁith the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt  of IŶdia to
ĐoŶstƌuĐt good ƌoad ĐoŶŶeĐtioŶs that ƌeaĐh the eŶtiƌe
South East AsiaŶ ĐouŶtƌies.͟  ShoǁiŶg heƌ keeŶ
iŶteƌest iŶ ǁaƌŵ ƌelatioŶship ďetǁeeŶ IŶdia aŶd

FoƌĐed CoŶǀeƌsioŶ iŶ Madhya Pƌadesh

MadhǇa Pƌadesh ǁitŶessed a ǀeƌǇ sad iŶĐideŶt of
ƌeligious ĐoŶǀeƌsioŶ iŶ ǁhiĐh a CatholiĐ pƌiest ǁas
aƌƌested oŶ Đhaƌges of foƌĐed ƌeligious ĐoŶǀeƌsioŶ. IŶ
the ŵelee that folloǁed the ǀehiĐle of a CatholiĐ
pƌiest ǁas set oŶ fiƌe, allegedlǇ ďǇ the aĐtiǀists of
BajƌaŶg Dal. As aŶ afteƌŵath of the iŶĐideŶt seǀeƌal
ŵeŵďeƌs of the ChƌistiaŶ ŵiŶoƌitǇ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ǁeƌe
allegedlǇ assaulted ďǇ the aĐtiǀists the ƌight-ǁiŶg
HiŶdu gƌoup at a poliĐe statioŶ iŶ SatŶa, poliĐe said
oŶ FƌidaǇ.

The SatŶa PoliĐe souƌĐes ĐoŶfiƌŵed the aƌƌest of
Fatheƌ Geoƌge MaŶgalapi llǇ, ďut theǇ deŶied
allegatioŶs that the ŵeŵďeƌs of the ĐleƌgǇ ǁeƌe
assaulted at the poliĐe statioŶ. IŶĐideŶtallǇ, Fatheƌ
MaŶgalapillǇ is a pƌofessoƌ at St Ephƌeŵ s͛ TheologiĐal
College iŶ SatŶa.

The ChƌistiaŶs ǁeƌe allegedlǇ iŶteƌĐepted aŶd
aĐĐused ďǇ BajƌaŶg Dal aĐtiǀists of ĐoŶǀeƌtiŶg people
ǁith luƌe aŶd foƌĐe duƌiŶg a Caƌol-siŶgiŶg pƌogƌaŵŵe
iŶ Jaǁahaƌ Nagaƌ Bhuŵkahaƌ ǀillage Ŷeaƌ SatŶa, aďout
ϰϴϱ kŵ fƌoŵ state Đapital Bhopal. The aƌƌest ǁas ŵade
oŶ the ďasis of a ĐoŵplaiŶt lodged ďǇ oŶe Sƌi

DhaƌŵeŶdƌa Kuŵaƌ Dohaƌ, ǁho said he ǁas luƌed ǁith
ŵoŶeǇ to ĐoŶǀeƌt to ChƌistiaŶitǇ. The CatholiĐ ChuƌĐh
of MadhǇa Pƌadesh deŶied the allegatioŶs of foƌĐiďle
ĐoŶǀeƌsioŶ aŶd aĐĐused poliĐe of sidiŶg ǁith the HiŶdu
aĐtiǀists. Eight otheƌ ĐleƌgǇŵeŶ ǁeƌe allegedlǇ
detaiŶed ǁheŶ theǇ ǁeŶt to the Ciǀil LiŶes poliĐe
statioŶ to eŶƋuiƌe aďout the aƌƌested people.

Religious ĐoŶǀeƌsioŶ is a seŶsitiǀe issue iŶ IŶdia
ǁith HiŶdu gƌoups ofteŶ aĐĐusiŶg ChƌistiaŶ
ŵissioŶaƌies of luƌiŶg pooƌ ǀillageƌs - thƌough Đash
aŶd kiŶd - to ĐoŶǀeƌt to theiƌ faith. MadhǇa Pƌadesh, a
BJP-ƌuled state, has aŶ estiŵated Ϯ.ϭ lakh ChƌistiaŶ
populatioŶ, as peƌ the ϮϬϭϭ ĐeŶsus.

Fatheƌ Leo CoƌŶelio, the AƌĐhďishop of Bhopal
dioĐese, desĐƌiďed the iŶĐideŶt as ͞ƌepeated
shaŵeful aĐts of the fuŶdaŵeŶtalists to ƌise aďoǀe
the laǁ iŶ attaĐkiŶg the ChƌistiaŶ ďƌotheƌs ǁho aƌe
spƌeadiŶg loǀe, peaĐe aŶd ďƌotheƌhood͟. IŶ a
stateŵeŶt Fatheƌ Leo CoƌŶelio Đlaiŵed that ͞It is aŶ
atteŵpt to diǀide the soĐietǇ ǁith false aĐĐusatioŶs
oŶ ĐoŶǀeƌsioŶ to ďƌiŶg doǁŶ the deǀelopŵeŶt aŶd

;CoŶtd. to Page ϮϰͿ

;CoŶtd. to Page ϮϱͿ
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OŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϭ, ϮϬϭϳ the ϭϬ-daǇ-loŶg Liƌoŵoďa
Spoƌts CaƌŶiǀal ϮϬϭϳ featuƌiŶg ǁide ƌaŶge of gaŵes
aŶd spoƌts iŶĐludiŶg ǁateƌ ƌaftiŶg, footďall, ǀolleǇďall,
ŵaƌathoŶ, Ǉoga, aeƌoďiĐ etĐ. Đaŵe to its ĐoŶĐlusioŶ at
the loĐal footďall gƌouŶd of Kaŵďa.

AddƌessiŶg the gatheƌiŶg at the ĐlosiŶg ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ,
the Đhief guest, DeputǇ Speakeƌ Sƌi Tuŵke Bagƌa said
that spoƌts has eŵeƌged as oŶe of the ďiggest
iŶdustƌies ǁoƌld oǀeƌ. HeapiŶg pƌaise oŶ the loĐal MLA
Sƌi NǇaŵaƌ Kaƌďak foƌ ĐoŶĐeiǀiŶg the idea of oƌgaŶiziŶg
the ĐaƌŶiǀal to pƌoŵote healthǇ ĐoŵpetitioŶ aŵoŶg
all PRI segŵeŶts of Liƌoŵoďa ĐoŶstitueŶĐǇ, Sƌi Bagƌa
said that this ǁill go a loŶg ǁaǇ iŶ fiŶdiŶg out the
spoƌts taleŶts fƌoŵ the faƌ-fluŶg aŶd ďaĐkǁaƌd aƌeas
of the ĐoŶstitueŶĐǇ.

PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ SeĐƌetaƌǇ ;Spoƌts aŶd Youth AffaiƌsͿ
aŶd loĐal MLA Sƌi NǇaŵaƌ Kaƌďak said that the Spoƌts
CaƌŶiǀal ǁas ĐoŶĐeiǀed ǁith the ŵotiǀe of ideŶtifǇiŶg
ƌuƌal spoƌts taleŶts aŶd fosteƌ spiƌit of teaŵǁoƌk aŶd
oŶeŶess aŵoŶg ǀaƌious PRI fuŶĐtioŶaƌies of the
ĐoŶstitueŶĐǇ. He disĐlosed that the ϯƌd editioŶ of

Liƌoŵoďa Spoƌts CaƌŶiǀal ϮϬϭϳ

Spoƌts CaƌŶiǀal ǁill ďe held at Liƌoŵoďa Ŷeǆt Ǉeaƌ to
ďoost the spiƌit of Đaŵaƌadeƌie aŵoŶg the PRIs to
pƌoŵote gaŵes aŶd spoƌts.

West SiaŶg DeputǇ CoŵŵissioŶeƌ Ms. Sǁetika
SaĐhaŶ disĐlosed that Kaŵďa toǁŶ is eŵeƌgiŶg as a
huď of iŵpoƌtaŶt aĐtiǀities aŶd Ŷeeds a good ĐiƌĐuit
house to ŵeet up the Ŷeeds of aĐĐoŵŵodatioŶ.

ADC YoŵĐha, Sƌi Rujuŵ Raksap, ǁho ǁas eŶtƌusted
the additioŶal Đhaƌge of ADC Kaŵďa foƌ this ďig eǀeŶt,
said that the spiƌit ǁith ǁhiĐh the festiǀal ǁas
oƌgaŶised ǁill defiŶitelǇ Đƌeate aǁaƌeŶess oŶ ǀalue
of gaŵes aŶd spoƌts. SpeakiŶg oŶ ďehalf of Kaŵďa
BaŶgo Spoƌts AssoĐiatioŶ ǁhiĐh has ďeeŶ iŶstƌuŵeŶtal
iŶ ĐoŶduĐtiŶg the Spoƌts CaƌŶiǀal, Sƌi Goge Kato
eǆteŶded gƌatitude to oŶe aŶd all foƌ ŵakiŶg the eǀeŶt
a gƌeat suĐĐess.

IŶ the fiŶal Footďall ŵatĐh plaǇed oŶ the daǇ, LBKN
ďeat KDPP ϯ-Ϭ to lift the ǁiŶŶeƌ͛s tƌophǇ. The Đhief
guest also gaǀe aǁaǇ pƌizes to the ǁiŶŶeƌs of ǀaƌious
ĐoŵpetitioŶs ĐoŶduĐted duƌiŶg the ϭϬ-daǇ-loŶg
Liƌoŵoďa Spoƌts CaƌŶiǀal ϮϬϭϳ.

Khasi poet Soso Thaŵ ƌeŵeŵďeƌed

The ϳϳth death aŶŶiǀeƌsaƌǇ of ƌeŶoǁŶed Khasi
poet Soso Thaŵ ǁas oďseƌǀed ďǇ  the Khasi StudeŶt͛
UŶioŶ ;KSUͿ Maǁlai ĐiƌĐle oŶ MoŶdaǇ, the ϭϴ th

DeĐeŵďeƌ, ϮϬϭϳ ďǇ oƌgaŶiziŶg a deďate ĐoŵpetitioŶ
foƌ the Ǉouth of Maǁlai.

The deďate ĐoŵpetitioŶ ǁas ǁoŶ ďǇ Ms. EǀaŶisha
Pathaǁ fƌoŵ Maǁlai KǇŶtoŶŵassaƌ, ǁho ǁas aǁaƌded
the Đash pƌize of Rs ϱ,ϬϬϬ.ϬϬ, While Me. BajaŶai Waƌjƌi
fƌoŵ MaǁkǇŶƌoh UŵshiŶg Đaŵe iŶ seĐoŶd, aŶd Mƌ.
LaŵďoklaŶg KhoŶgǁiƌ fƌoŵ Maǁlai NoŶgkǁaƌ
fiŶished thiƌd.

The Pƌize GiǀiŶg CeƌeŵoŶǇ ǁas Đhaiƌed ďǇ KSU
Maǁlai ĐiƌĐle GeŶeƌal SeĐƌetaƌǇ Mƌ. RapďoƌlaŶg
NoŶgƌuŵ. 

SpeakiŶg oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ, foƌŵeƌ KSU leadeƌ aŶd
Noƌth East StudeŶt OƌgaŶizatioŶ ChaiƌŵaŶ Mƌ. Saŵuel
B JǇƌǁa ƌeĐited the poeŵs ǁƌitteŶ ďǇ Late Soso Thaŵ
aŶd said that the ŵessage Late Thaŵ ĐoŶǀeǇed
thƌough his poeŵs still haǀe aŶ iŵpaĐt aŶd ƌeleǀaŶĐe
todaǇ.

***************************************************************************************

MeaŶǁhile, the SeŶg KǇƌsieǁ Thiah, Sohƌa also
Đoŵŵeŵoƌated the death aŶŶiǀeƌsaƌǇ of U Soso Thaŵ
aŶd also ƌeŵeŵďeƌed the ĐoŶtƌiďutioŶ of the foƌŵeƌ
SǇieŵ of Hiŵa Sohƌa, Late Duǁaŵ SiŶg SǇieŵ.

A paŶel disĐussioŶ ǁas also held oŶ the topiĐ ͞WhǇ
ǁe haǀe to ƌespeĐt SǇieŵ DuǁaŶ SiŶg .͟

AddƌessiŶg the gatheƌiŶg as Chief Guest, SǇieŵ of
Hiŵa Sohƌa, Mƌ. Paieŵ FƌeeŵaŶ SiŶg SǇieŵ said,
͞SǇieŵ DuǁaŶ SiŶg has ďeeŶ tagged as ͚SǇieŵ tap
thloŶg ,͛ hoǁeǀeƌ I feel that this is all politiĐs of
diffeƌeŶt Hiŵas.͟  He said that soŵe Hiŵas aƌe ŵakiŶg
suĐh allegatioŶs agaiŶst Hiŵa Sohƌa just to taƌŶish the
iŵage of SǇieŵ DuǁaŶ SiŶg. The SǇieŵ of Hiŵa Sohƌa
fuƌtheƌ said that theƌe is a Ŷeed to ƌeŵoǀe the tag of
͞SǇieŵ tap thloŶg͟ fƌoŵ SǇieŵ DuǁaŶ SiŶg.

Mƌ. FƌeeŵaŶ SiŶg SǇieŵ also said he is ǁilliŶg to
ǁoƌk togetheƌ ǁith SeŶg KǇƌsieǁ Thiah ;a loĐal
oƌgaŶizatioŶͿ to fiŶd ǁaǇs aŶd ŵeaŶs to ƌeŵoǀe the
tag agaiŶst SǇieŵ DuǁaŶ SiŶg.




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SahitǇa Akadeŵi aŶŶouŶĐed its aŶŶual SahitǇa
Akadeŵi Aǁaƌds iŶ Ϯϰ laŶguages oŶ Ϯϭst DeĐeŵďeƌ,
ThuƌsdaǇ. SeǀeŶ ďooks of Ŷoǀel, fiǀe of poetƌǇ, fiǀe
of shoƌt stoƌies, fiǀe of liteƌaƌǇ ĐƌitiĐisŵ aŶd oŶe of
plaǇ aŶd essaǇs haǀe ǁoŶ the SahitǇa Akadeŵi Aǁaƌds
ϮϬϭϳ.

The Aǁaƌds ǁeƌe ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded ďǇ distiŶguished
juƌǇ ŵeŵďeƌs ƌepƌeseŶtiŶg Ϯϰ IŶdiaŶ laŶguages aŶd

appƌoǀed ďǇ the EǆeĐutiǀe Boaƌd of the SahitǇa
Akadeŵi ǁhiĐh ŵet uŶdeƌ the ĐhaiƌŵaŶship of Pƌof
V ishǁaŶath Pƌasad Tiǁaƌi, PƌesideŶt, SahitǇa
Akadeŵi.

It is ŵatteƌ of gƌeat pƌide aŶd satisfaĐtioŶ that
seǀeŶ of the aǁaƌds haǀe goŶe to litteƌateuƌs of
Assaŵ aŶd thƌee to the litteƌateuƌs fƌoŵ ouƌ Đlosest
Noƌth East Ŷeighďouƌs MaŶipuƌ aŶd AƌuŶaĐhal
Pƌadesh.

Assaŵese Ŷoǀelist Sƌi JaǇaŶta Madhaď Boƌa ǁas
ĐhoseŶ foƌ the SahitǇa Akadeŵi Aǁaƌds ϮϬϭϳ foƌ his
Ŷoǀel ͚Moƌiahola .͛ The ďaĐkgƌouŶd of the Ŷoǀel is the
haŵlet Moƌiahola that got suďŵeƌged iŶ the
Bƌahŵaputƌa. The authoƌ ƌeseaƌĐhed oŶ the ǀillage
aŶd ĐolleĐted ŵateƌials oŶ the soĐio-eĐoŶoŵiĐ aŶd

Sahitya AĐadeŵy Aǁaƌds, ϮϬϭϳ
A dazzliŶg suĐĐess foƌ NE litteƌateuƌs

Đultuƌal aspeĐts of the ǀillageƌs foƌ Ϯϱ Ǉeaƌs fƌoŵ ϭϵϴϱ
to ϮϬϭϭ. Afteƌ ĐollatiŶg all the data ĐolleĐted, Sƌi Boƌa
staƌted ǁƌitiŶg the Ŷoǀel iŶ ϮϬϭϭ aŶd Đoŵpleted it iŶ
ϮϬϭϯ.  Aďout his ƌeaĐtioŶ oŶ the aǁaƌd Sƌi Boƌa said
that ͞The aǁaƌd is ƌeĐogŶitioŶ to ŵǇ haƌd toil.͟  Aďout
the ĐoŶteŶt of his Ŷoǀel

Sƌi JaǇaŶta Madhaď Boƌa, ǁho ǁoƌks iŶ the
EduĐatioŶ DepaƌtŵeŶt of Assaŵ SeĐƌetaƌiat said that
͞I haǀe ƌefleĐted the ƌealitǇ of the ǀillage aŶd it
sigŶifies the tƌagiĐ eƌosioŶ of ǀalues aŵoŶg ŵaŶkiŶd.
I͛ǀe used this aspeĐt as a sǇŵďol foƌ positiǀe ĐhaŶges.͟
Boƌa fuƌtheƌ ǁaƌŶed that ͞ this eƌosioŶ of ǀalues aŵoŶg
ŵaŶkiŶd is a daŶgeƌ sigŶal paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ ǁith ƌespeĐt
to laŶguage aŶd Đultuƌe of Assaŵ.͟  He added that if
ǁe fail to aƌƌest this eƌosioŶ of ǀalues iŵŵediatelǇ
theŶ the ǀeƌǇ ideŶtitǇ of the Assaŵese people ǁill
ďe at stake.͟ Hoǁeǀeƌ iŶ his tǇpiĐal Ŷote, Boƌa fiŶallǇ
ĐoŶĐluded: ͞I͛ŵ hopeful that suĐh a state ǁill Ŷeǀeƌ
Đoŵe.͟  It is ŶeĐessaƌǇ to ŵeŶtioŶ heƌe that his Ŷoǀel
͚Moƌiahola͛ ďagged the SǇed Aďdul Malik aǁaƌd iŶ
ϮϬϭϯ. Boƌa has till Ŷoǁ sĐƌipted eight shoƌt stoƌǇ
ĐolleĐtioŶs, ϭϯ Ŷoǀels aŶd siǆ tƌaŶslatioŶs iŶto
Assaŵese, tǁo ƌeseaƌĐh pƌojeĐts, fiǀe ĐhildƌeŶ͛s
liteƌatuƌe, edited thƌee ďooks aŶd fouƌ ŵagaziŶes.
The AIR has ďƌoadĐast siǆ of his dƌaŵas. Theƌe aƌe
seǀeƌal TV seƌials of his shoƌt stoƌies. He has eǀeŶ
sĐƌipted foƌ oŶe filŵ.  A ƌesideŶt of PaŶjaďaƌi aƌea of
Guǁahati, he oƌigiŶallǇ hails fƌoŵ DeƌgaoŶ.

Bodo ǁƌiteƌ Dƌ. Rita Boƌo ǁas ĐhoseŶ foƌ the SahitǇa
Akadeŵi Aǁaƌds ϮϬϭϳ foƌ heƌ Ŷoǀel ͚Thǁisaŵ͛ ǁhiĐh
ǁas puďlished ďǇ OŶsuŵǁi LiďƌaƌǇ, Kokƌajhaƌ iŶ ϮϬϭϰ.
Dƌ. Boƌo, is seƌǀiŶg as the AssistaŶt Pƌofessoƌ iŶ TaŶgla
College, Udalguƌi ǁas ďoƌŶ oŶ August Ϯϴ, ϭϵϳϱ to Sƌi
Melaƌaŵ Boƌo aŶd Sŵt. Saokhi Boƌo aŶd hails fƌoŵ
Jalukďaƌi ǀillage of TaŶgla iŶ Udalguƌi distƌiĐt. As of
Ŷoǁ, she has ŵoƌe thaŶ seǀeŶ ďooks to heƌ Đƌedit,
ďesides aƌtiĐles puďlished iŶ diffeƌeŶt ŵagaziŶes aŶd
jouƌŶals. Heƌ ĐƌeatioŶs iŶĐlude GoŶgse OkhƌaŶgŶi
SiŶgao ;Noǀel-ϮϬϬϮͿ, MǁŶdaŶgthi ;Shoƌt stoƌǇ-ϮϬϬϮͿ,
AijǁŶi MǁŶthai GaŶgse Foƌa Bijaď ;TƌaŶslatioŶ-ϮϬϭϯͿ,
NǁŶg JǁŶgŶi GaŵijǁŶg FǁiǇǁďla ;PoetƌǇ-ϮϬϭϯͿ,
GǁdaŶ Lathikho ;PoetƌǇ-ϮϬϬϰͿ aŶd Aǁaŵa SǁďŶai



Fǁthaƌao Jǁsa MaiŶao ;TƌaŶslatioŶ-ϮϬϭϯͿ. Aďout heƌ
ƌeaĐtioŶ oŶ ƌeĐeiǀiŶg the aǁaƌd, Dƌ. Boƌo said that
she ǁas elated to heaƌ heƌ Ŷaŵe foƌ the SahitǇa
Akadeŵi aǁaƌd aŶd added that it ǁould ďe a gƌeat
iŶspiƌatioŶ foƌ heƌ to ĐoŶtiŶue heƌ Đƌeatiǀe
eŶdeaǀouƌs.  IŶ additioŶ to heƌ liteƌaƌǇ geŶius Dƌ. Boƌo
is also ǀeƌǇ aĐtiǀe iŶ soĐial ǁoƌk field.  She held the
post of GeŶeƌal SeĐƌetaƌǇ of All Bodo WoŵeŶ s͛ Welfaƌe
FedeƌatioŶ ;ABWWFͿ aŶd lateƌ ďeĐaŵe its V iĐe-
PƌesideŶt. She is also assoĐiated ǁith diffeƌeŶt soĐial
oƌgaŶizatioŶs aŶd is dediĐated to the ideals of soĐial
ǁelfaƌe. The Bodo SahitǇa Saďha ;BSSͿ, ǁhile laudiŶg
Dƌ. Boƌo foƌ ďeiŶg seleĐted foƌ the SahitǇa Akadeŵi

aǁaƌd hoped that heƌ suĐĐess ǁould iŶspiƌe the
upĐoŵiŶg ǁƌiteƌs of this ƌegioŶ.

Sŵt. MaŵaŶg Dai of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh ǁho
ŶoƌŵallǇ ǁƌites iŶ EŶglish has also ďeeŶ ĐhoseŶ foƌ
the aǁaƌd iŶ the saŵe ĐategoƌǇ ;EŶglishͿ foƌ heƌ Ŷoǀel
͚The BlaĐk Hill .͛

Sƌi RajeŶ Toijaŵďa of MaŶipuƌ has ďeeŶ ĐhoseŶ
foƌ the aǁaƌd foƌ foƌ his MaŶipuƌi plaǇ.

Sƌi Baďul TaŵulǇ of Assaŵ has ďeeŶ aŵoŶg the
aǁaƌdees iŶ the tƌaŶslatioŶ ĐategoƌǇ foƌ his Assaŵese
tƌaŶslatioŶ of Sƌi Mulk Raj AŶaŶd s͛ ĐlassiĐ ͞Tǁo Leaǀes
aŶd a Bud ,͟ titled ͚Eti Koli Duti Paat .͛

Sƌi GoďiŶda BasuŵataƌǇ of Assaŵ has ǁoŶ the
aǁaƌd foƌ Bodo tƌaŶslatioŶ of ͞Gaddaƌ͛ oƌigiŶallǇ
authoƌed ďǇ Sƌi KƌisaŶ ChaŶdeƌ, titled iŶ its oƌigiŶal
Ŷaŵe.

Sŵt. RaŶjita Bisǁas has ďeeŶ ĐhoseŶ foƌ the aǁaƌd
foƌ heƌ ďook ͚WƌitteŶ iŶ Teaƌs͛ ǁhiĐh is EŶglish
tƌaŶslatioŶ of the Assaŵese ĐolleĐtioŶ of seleĐted
shoƌt stoƌies aŶd Ŷoǀella ďǇ Sŵt. Aƌupa PataŶgia
Kalita.

Sƌi Naoƌeŵ BidǇasagaƌ SiŶgha of MaŶipuƌ has also
ďeeŶ aŵoŶg the aǁaƌdees foƌ his ǁoƌk ͚MaŶiŵahesh ,͛
ǁhiĐh is the MaŶipuƌi tƌaŶslatioŶ of Sƌi Uŵapƌasad
MukhopadhǇaǇ s͛ BeŶgali tƌaǀelogue ͞MaŶiŵahesh .͟

The SahitǇa Akadeŵi  Yuǀa Puƌashkaƌ aǁaƌdees
iŶĐlude tǁo poets fƌoŵ Assaŵ Sƌi Pƌitaŵ Baƌuah aŶd
Sƌi Bijit Gǁƌa RaŵĐhiaƌǇ – ďoth foƌ poetƌǇ.
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The gloƌious Baithak KhaŶa of Gauƌipuƌ ƌoyal estate

It is iŶdeed a ǀeƌǇ sad stoƌǇ. The histoƌiĐ Baithak
KhaŶa-Đuŵ-Guest House of the ZaŵiŶdaƌs of the
Gauƌipuƌ RoǇal Estate is iŶ a ǀeƌǇ dilapidated
ĐoŶditioŶ. UŶless iŵŵediate steps aƌe iŶitiated oŶ a
pƌioƌitǇ ďasis to pƌeseƌǀe the heƌitage Guest House,
ǁhiĐh is a gƌeat eǆaŵple of eǆƋuisite ĐƌaftsŵaŶship,
a gloƌious paƌt of Assaŵ͛s histoƌǇ ǁill ďe lost foƌeǀeƌ.
Raja Pƌatap ChaŶdƌa Baƌuah, the ZaŵiŶdaƌ of Gauƌipuƌ
Estate, shifted his Đapital to the pƌeseŶt Gauƌipuƌ toǁŶ
fƌoŵ RaŶgaŵati, ϭϬ kŵ fƌoŵ Gauƌipuƌ iŶ ϭϴϱϲ. He ďuilt
his palaĐe, Daƌďaƌ House, TƌeasuƌǇ, MahaŵaǇa
Teŵple, eǆƋuisitelǇ deĐoƌated Baithak khaŶa iŶ aŶ
aƌea ĐoǀeƌiŶg ŵoƌe thaŶ ϮϬ ďighas of laŶd aŶd ďuilt
ďƌiĐk ǁalls aƌouŶd the palaĐe Đoŵpleǆ.

Afteƌ his death, his adopted soŶ Pƌaďhat ChaŶdƌa
Baƌuah ďeĐaŵe the zaŵiŶdaƌ of the ƌoǇal estate. He
ǁas the aƌĐhiteĐt of Gauƌipuƌ toǁŶ aŶd tƌaŶsfoƌŵed
the Đapital toǁŶ iŶto a ŵodeƌŶ aŶd ďeautiful plaĐe
foƌ liǀiŶg, takiŶg iŶto aĐĐouŶt the ŵodel of
CooĐhďehaƌ, the Đapital of KoĐh KiŶg NaƌaŶaƌaǇaŶ.
Pƌaďhat ChaŶdƌa Baƌuah ǁas so populaƌ that his
suďjeĐts used to Đall hiŵ Raja Bahaduƌ.

DuƌiŶg his teŶuƌe, the Baithak KhaŶa-Đuŵ-Guest
House ďuilt iŶ fƌoŶt of the palaĐe ǁas a ĐeŶtƌe foƌ
studǇ, ƌeseaƌĐh aŶd eduĐatioŶ. The Guest House had

ϭϴ ǁell-fuƌŶished ƌooŵs. Raja Pƌaďhat ChaŶdƌa Baƌuah
iŶǀited ŵusiĐal tƌoupes fƌoŵ Kolkata aŶd used to
aƌƌaŶge ͚Jalsa͛ foƌ his oǁŶ eŶteƌtaiŶŵeŶt as ǁell as
his staff ŵeŵďeƌs.

Afteƌ the death of Raja Bahaduƌ, his seĐoŶd soŶ
Pƌakƌitish ChaŶdƌa Baƌuah ;LaljiͿ ďeĐaŵe the ZaŵiŶdaƌ
aŶd looked afteƌ the affaiƌs of the estate. Afteƌ Lalji s͛
death, the ZaŵiŶdaƌi estate as ǁell as the faŵilǇ
pƌopeƌtǇ ǁas diǀided aŵoŶg the desĐeŶdaŶts.
CoŶseƋueŶt upoŶ this diǀisioŶ the Baithak KhaŶa
Đaŵe uŶdeƌ the ĐoŶtƌol of Late UpeŶ Gogoi, oŶe of
the soŶs-iŶ-laǁ of the ƌoǇal faŵilǇ, ǁho soŵehoǁ
ŵaŶaged the upkeep of the guest house, ďut laĐked
iŶ iŶŶoǀatioŶs. As a ƌesult of the apathǇ iŶ paƌt aŶd
laĐk of iŵagiŶatioŶ the Baithak KhaŶa gƌaduallǇ
staƌted losiŶg its gloƌǇ. TodaǇ, the Guest House is lǇiŶg
aďaŶdoŶed house aŶd uŶĐaƌed.

It is Ŷeedless to stƌess that the uŶiƋue Baithak
KhaŶa-Đuŵ-Guest House of the ZaŵiŶdeƌs of Gauƌipuƌ
is uŶdouďtedlǇ a legaĐǇ of the people of Assaŵ aŶd a
stateŵeŶt of the past gloƌǇ of the Assaŵese ƌuleƌs.
Tiŵe aŶd agaiŶ the people fƌoŵ all seĐtioŶs of the
soĐietǇ haǀe uƌged the State goǀeƌŶŵeŶt to take oǀeƌ
the Baithak KhaŶa-Đuŵ-Guest House aŶd pƌeseƌǀe it
as a Heƌitage site ǁithout ǁastiŶg aŶǇ ŵoƌe tiŵe.

It is Ŷeǁs of gƌeat elatioŶ aŶd satisfaĐtioŶ that the
aĐe ŵouŶtaiŶeeƌ fƌoŵ AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh, Miss AŶshu
JaŵseŶpa has ďagged the KƌishŶa KaŶta HaŶdiƋui
NatioŶal Felloǁship aǁaƌd ƌeĐeŶtlǇ iŶ ƌeĐogŶitioŶ of
heƌ ƌeĐoƌd-ďƌeakiŶg feats iŶ the field. HoŶ͛ďle
GoǀeƌŶoƌ of Assaŵ, Dƌ Jagdish Mukhi pƌeseŶted the
aǁaƌd to Miss AŶshu iŶ a fuŶĐtioŶ held at PƌagjǇoti
Cultuƌal Coŵpleǆ, Guǁahati oŶ MoŶdaǇ, the ϭϭth

DeĐeŵďeƌ, ϮϬϭϳ. The aǁaƌd Đoŵpƌises of a ĐitatioŶ,
tƌophǇ aŶd Rs ϲ lakh.

IŶ heƌ aĐĐeptaŶĐe speeĐh, MNiss AŶshu ǁhile
eǆteŶdiŶg gƌatitude to KKHSOU foƌ ĐhoosiŶg heƌ foƌ
NatioŶal Felloǁship aǁaƌd ƌeiteƌated that
MouŶtaiŶeeƌiŶg & AdǀeŶtuƌe Spoƌts PoliĐǇ is the
Ŷeed of the houƌ. She also uƌged the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of

MouŶtaiŶeeƌ AŶshu ďags KK HaŶdiƋui NatioŶal Felloǁship aǁaƌd

IŶdia to deĐlaƌe the ĐoŵiŶg Ŷeǁ Ǉeaƌ ϮϬϭϴ, as
A͚dǀeŶtuƌe Touƌisŵ Yeaƌ͛ ǁhiĐh, she said ǁill giǀe a
͞ďig ďoost͟ to geŶeƌal aǁaƌeŶess aŶd pƌoŵotioŶ of
spoƌts thƌoughout the ĐouŶtƌǇ.

While thaŶkiŶg Miss AŶshu foƌ aĐĐeptiŶg the KK
HaŶdiƋui NatioŶal Felloǁship aǁaƌŵ the KKHSOU
ViĐe ChaŶĐelloƌ Dƌ Hitesh Deka said that she is a
sǇŵďol of aŶ eŵpoǁeƌed ǁoŵaŶ. The VC iŶfoƌŵed
that a ďook oŶ heƌ adǀeŶtuƌous jouƌŶeǇ is iŶ the
pipeliŶe.

Dƌ Aƌoop JǇoti ChoudhuƌǇ, Registƌaƌ of KKHSOU
appƌeĐiated AŶshu͛s gƌit aŶd deteƌŵiŶatioŶ, ǁhiĐh
he said the people aƌouŶd the ǁoƌld saǁ ǁheŶ she
ďƌoke the GuiŶŶess Woƌld ReĐoƌd held ďǇ Chuƌiŵ
Sheƌpa ďǇ ĐliŵďiŶg Mt Eǀeƌest tǁiĐe iŶ fiǀe daǇs.
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HoƌŶďill Festiǀal, as the Ŷaŵe suggests, is Ŷaŵed
afteƌ the IŶdiaŶ HoƌŶďill, the laƌge aŶd Đolouƌful foƌest
ďiƌd ǁhiĐh is displaǇed iŶ the folkloƌe of ŵost of the
tƌiďes of NagalaŶd. The HoƌŶďill Festiǀal is held at
Naga Heƌitage Village, Kisaŵa ǁhiĐh is aďout ϭϮ kŵ
fƌoŵ Kohiŵa. The aiŵ of the festiǀal is to ƌeǀiǀe aŶd
pƌoteĐt the ƌiĐh Đultuƌal heƌitage of NagalaŶd aŶd
displaǇ its eǆtƌaǀagaŶza aŶd tƌaditioŶs. The state of
NagalaŶd is hoŵe to seǀeƌal tƌiďes, ǁhiĐh haǀe theiƌ
oǁŶ distiŶĐt festiǀals. The HoƌŶďill Festiǀal pƌoǀides
a Đolouƌful ŵiǆtuƌe of daŶĐes, peƌfoƌŵaŶĐes, Đƌafts,
paƌades, gaŵes, spoƌts, food faiƌs aŶd ƌeligious
ĐeƌeŵoŶies. The festiǀal also eǆposes the Đultuƌe aŶd
tƌaditioŶ of diffeƌeŶt tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶities aŶd
ƌeiŶfoƌĐes NagalaŶd͛s ideŶtitǇ as a uŶiƋue state iŶ
IŶdia s͛ fedeƌal uŶioŶ.

The HoƌŶďill Festiǀal of NagalaŶd, as is kŶoǁŶ
aŶd peƌĐeiǀed todaǇ, ŶatioŶallǇ aŶd iŶteƌŶatioŶallǇ,
is the ĐulŵiŶatioŶ of the eǆtƌaoƌdiŶaƌǇ effoƌts of the
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of NagalaŶd, ǁho staƌted oƌgaŶiziŶg
this festiǀal fƌoŵ the Ǉeaƌ ϮϬϬϬ ǁith the oďjeĐtiǀe of
eŶĐouƌagiŶg iŶteƌ-tƌiďal iŶteƌaĐtioŶ aŶd pƌoŵotioŶ
of Đultuƌal heƌitage of NagalaŶd. The ϭϬ-daǇ loŶg
festiǀal is ŶoƌŵallǇ oƌgaŶized eǀeƌǇ Ǉeaƌ iŶ the fiƌst
ǁeek of DeĐeŵďeƌ, pƌefeƌaďlǇ oŶ the ϭst daǇ of
DeĐeŵďeƌ ĐoiŶĐidiŶg ǁith the NagalaŶd Statehood
DaǇ.

This Ǉeaƌ, the ϭϬ-daǇ HoƌŶďill Festiǀal, ǁhiĐh is the
aŶŶual shoǁpieĐe eǀeŶt of the state of NagalaŶd, ǁas
iŶauguƌated oŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭ ĐoiŶĐidiŶg ǁith its ϱϰth
Statehood DaǇ ĐeleďƌatioŶs ďǇ Sƌi RaŵŶath KoǀiŶd,
His EǆĐelleŶĐǇ the PƌesideŶt of IŶdia.

The HoƌŶďill  Festiǀal of ϮϬϭϳ has ƌepoƌtedlǇ
attƌaĐted a ƌeĐoƌd Ϯ,ϰϯ,Ϯϭϰ ǀisitoƌs, ǁhiĐh is a shaƌp
Đliŵď Đoŵpaƌed to the pƌeǀious Ǉeaƌ͛s figuƌes of
ϭ,ϭϮ,ϲϬϰ ǀisitoƌs. Mƌ. Toka E TuĐĐuŵi, aŶ offiĐeƌ of the
DepaƌtŵeŶt of NagalaŶd Touƌisŵ said that a total of
Ϯ,ϰϯ,Ϯϭϰ ǀisitoƌs, iŶĐludiŶg Ϯ,ϰϬϭ foƌeigŶ touƌists,
ϯϴ,ϳϬϬ doŵestiĐ aŶd Ϯ,ϬϮ,ϭϭϯ loĐals had eŶjoǇed the
festiǀal ǁhiĐh lasted foƌ ϭϬ daǇs.

The eŶtiƌe ϭϬ daǇs of the festiǀal ǁeƌe Ŷot oŶlǇ
full of fuŶ aŶd fƌoliĐ ďut also a displaǇ of uŶiƋue
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pƌeseŶtatioŶ of tƌaditioŶal daŶĐe aŶd Đultuƌal
pƌeseŶtatioŶ.

Meŵďeƌs of the Suŵi ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ deŵoŶstƌated
aŶ iŶdigeŶous gaŵe theǇ Đalled A͚pukhu Akikiti͛ ;Suŵi
foƌ ͚leg fightiŶg͛Ϳ. The shoǁĐase ǁas foƌ the ŵoƌŶiŶg
sessioŶ of a segŵeŶt ͚CultuƌallǇ Youƌs.͛ SiŵilaƌlǇ,
ŵeŵďeƌs of the Ao ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ peƌfoƌŵed foƌ ǀisitoƌs
a daŶĐe foƌŵ depiĐtiŶg ďattles of Ǉoƌe. The Ŷaƌƌatiǀe
ĐoŶtiŶued iŶ the peƌfoƌŵaŶĐes of ǀaƌious otheƌ
felloǁ tƌiďes. 

Apukhu Akikiti is a tƌaditioŶal gaŵe plaǇed ďǇ Suŵi
ŵeŶ aŶd is aŶ iŶdigeŶous ŵaƌtial gaŵe of the
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. It is usuallǇ plaǇed ďetǁeeŶ tǁo ŵeŶ.
Hoǁeǀeƌ, aŶ eǆpeƌt if he so ĐhalleŶges, ĐaŶ plaǇ
agaiŶst tǁo juŶioƌs at a tiŵe. This gaŵe is also a
ĐoŵpetitioŶ of skills aŶd stƌeŶgth iŶ ǁhiĐh plaǇeƌs
atteŵpt to ďƌiŶg doǁŶ the oppoŶeŶt ďǇ kiĐkiŶg. A
plaǇeƌ ǁho touĐhes the gƌouŶd ͚eǀeŶ ǁith his fiŶgeƌ͛
loses. Hoǁeǀeƌ, theƌe is a stƌiĐt ƌule that a paƌtiĐipaŶt
should Ŷeǀeƌ ďe kiĐked afteƌ he is doǁŶ.

AŶotheƌ highlight to the segŵeŶt ǁas aŶ Ao
Đultuƌal gƌoup peƌfoƌŵiŶg ͚Aƌpu TsuŶgsaŶg͛ ;Ao foƌ
͚ǁaƌ daŶĐe͛Ϳ. IŶ the past, as tales of aŶtiƋuities go,
ǁheŶ headhuŶtiŶg ǁas pƌaĐtiĐed ďǇ the Naga
foƌefatheƌs, Ao ǁaƌƌioƌs had to fight eŶeŵies to
pƌoteĐt theiƌ people aŶd ǀillage. WheŶ faĐed ǁith the
eŶeŵǇ iŶ ďattle, theǇ ŵaƌĐhed foƌǁaƌd ǁith loud ǁaƌ
Đaƌies.

The KhiaŵŶiuŶgaŶ pƌeseŶted aŶotheƌ tƌaditioŶal
daŶĐe foƌŵ of Naga tƌiďes. A Đultuƌal gƌoup fƌoŵ the
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ peƌfoƌŵed ͚Elie zuihaŶg͛ ;͚ǀiĐtoƌǇ daŶĐe͛Ϳ
duƌiŶg the ŵoƌŶiŶg sessioŶ of CultuƌallǇ Youƌs. The
daŶĐe depiĐted ǀillageƌs ƌetuƌŶiŶg to theiƌ ǀillage afteƌ
a suĐĐessful ƌaid. The Elie zuihaŶg daŶĐe is peƌfoƌŵed
ǁith ǀigouƌ aŶd ƌepƌeseŶts a ƌesolǀe to ƌeŶeǁ theiƌ
stƌeŶgth to defeŶd theiƌ ǀillage. The    ŵessage heƌe
is that uŶitǇ is the souƌĐe of stƌeŶgth.

The PoĐhuƌǇ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ǁas Ŷot faƌ ďehiŶd: A
Đultuƌal gƌoup peƌfoƌŵed ͚Miiƌii KoǁthƌiŶg͛ ;folk
daŶĐeͿ aŶd soŶg ĐeleďƌatiŶg a suĐĐessful huŶt. IŶ the
peƌfoƌŵaŶĐe the daŶĐeƌs ĐhalleŶge theiƌ fƌieŶds iŶ
ĐouŶtiŶg the Ŷuŵďeƌs of aŶiŵals theǇ huŶted doǁŶ
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duƌiŶg the huŶtiŶg eǆpeditioŶ.

The YiŵĐhuŶgƌii tƌiďe also saŶg foƌ the ǀisitoƌs a
soŶg aďout feasts. IŶ the oldeŶ daǇs, a feast is
oƌgaŶized to shoǁĐase oŶe s͛ ĐƌediďilitǇ, possessioŶ,
ǁealth aŶd populaƌitǇ aŶd to gaiŶ higheƌ soĐial status.
At the appoiŶted tiŵe the host iŶǀites his Đlose
assoĐiates, fƌieŶds aŶd Ŷeighďouƌs, ǀillage eldeƌs aŶd
all the folks iŶ geŶeƌal to the feast. The iŶǀitees aŶd
guests aƌe offeƌed speĐial ƌiĐe ďeeƌ aŶd food folloǁed
ďǇ ŵeƌƌǇŵakiŶg. The gatheƌiŶg theŶ aĐkŶoǁledges
the pheŶoŵeŶal gestuƌe of the host aŶd iŶǀokes theiƌ
ďlessiŶgs upoŶ the host s͛ faŵilǇ

The ChaŶg, aŶotheƌ faďled ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ of
NagalaŶd, also had ŵoƌe thƌills foƌ the ǀisitoƌs. A
ChaŶg Đultuƌal gƌoup peƌfoƌŵed ͚ KhiiŶg Pupďii͛ ;ChaŶg
foƌ a ƌitual iŶ ǁhiĐh foƌeheads of ǁoŵeŶ aƌe tattooedͿ
duƌiŶg the afteƌŶooŶ sessioŶ of ͚CultuƌallǇ Youƌs͛ at
Naga Heƌitage ǀillage, Kisaŵa. IŶ the oldeŶ daǇs,
ChaŶgsaŶg ǁas diǀided iŶto fouƌ ĐlaŶs ŶaŵelǇ the UŶg,
the KaŶgshou, the Loŵou aŶd the HoŶgaŶg. AĐĐoƌdiŶg
to tƌaditioŶs, the foƌeheads of ladies ǁeƌe tattooed
as a ŵaƌk of ideŶtifiĐatioŶ. IŶitiallǇ, this ǁas pƌaĐtiĐed
oŶlǇ ďǇ ǁoŵeŶ of the UŶg ClaŶ. Hoǁeǀeƌ, the otheƌ
ĐlaŶs also folloǁed the pƌaĐtiĐe gƌaduallǇ.

OŶe of the ŵost attƌaĐtiǀe peƌfoƌŵaŶĐe ǁas
pƌeseŶted ďǇ the AƌuŶaĐhƋasese tƌoups. TheǇ
pƌeseŶted the SŶoǁ lioŶ daŶĐe aŶd Yak daŶĐe ǁhiĐh
ǁeƌe uŶiƋue iŶ theŵselǀes.

The ŵassiǀe tuƌŶout at the festiǀal pƌoǀided the
ǀisitoƌs aŵple oppoƌtuŶitǇ to take pƌized photos aŶd
gettiŶg a loǁdoǁŶ oŶ soŵe of the Naga Đultuƌal
daŶĐes duƌiŶg the ͞UŶitǇ DaŶĐe͟ peƌfoƌŵed ďǇ the ϭϳ
tƌiďes of the state.

The highlight of the festiǀal ǁas the pƌeseŶĐe of
high leǀel politiĐiaŶs, GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt aŶd AƌŵǇ
eǆeĐutiǀes, peƌsoŶs of eŵiŶeŶĐe aŶd digŶitaƌies fƌoŵ
diffeƌeŶt fields. A ďƌief ƌepoƌt oŶ theiƌ ƌeaĐtioŶs aďout
the festiǀal is appeŶded ďeloǁ.

NagalaŶd GoǀeƌŶoƌ, P B AĐhaƌǇa said, ͞HoƌŶďill
Festiǀal is desigŶed iŶ suĐh a ŵaŶŶeƌ that it ĐoiŶĐides
ǁith Statehood DaǇ CeleďƌatioŶ ǁhiĐh giǀes aŶ
oppoƌtuŶitǇ to all the Naga tƌiďes to ĐoŶǀeƌge at oŶe
loĐatioŶ to shoǁĐase the ďest of theiƌ tƌiďal Đostuŵes,
soŶgs aŶd daŶĐe.͟

UŶioŶ Hoŵe MiŶisteƌ RajŶath SiŶgh, GoǀeƌŶoƌ of

Odisha S C Jaŵiƌ, GoǀeƌŶoƌ of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh Bƌig
;ƌetdͿ B D Mishƌa, MaŶipuƌ CM N BiƌeŶ SiŶgh,
AƌuŶaĐhal CM Peŵa KhaŶdu aŶd the DiƌeĐtoƌ GeŶeƌal
of Assaŵ Rifles Lt GeŶ ShokiŶ ChauhaŶ ǁeƌe aŵoŶg
the seǀeƌal digŶitaƌies gƌaĐiŶg the festiǀal.

NagalaŶd Chief MiŶisteƌ Mƌ. T R ZeliaŶg  said that
the festiǀal gaiŶed populaƌitǇ despite the ƌeŵoteŶess
aŶd laĐk of pƌopeƌ iŶfƌastƌuĐtuƌe. He iŶfoƌŵed that
this has ďeeŶ possiďle due to the ĐolleĐtiǀe effoƌt of
all the stakeholdeƌs ǁho ǁeƌe iŶǀolǀed iŶ ŵakiŶg the
festiǀal a gƌaŶd suĐĐess.

MaŶipuƌ Chief MiŶisteƌ N BiƌeŶ SiŶgh adoƌŶed the
Chaiƌ of Chief Guest ǁhile AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh Chief
MiŶisteƌ Sƌi  Peŵa KhaŶdu gƌaĐed the ĐeƌeŵoŶies
held oŶ the fifth daǇ at Heƌitage ǀillage iŶ Kisaŵa as
the Guest of HoŶouƌ. While addƌessiŶg the asseŵďle
audieŶĐe Sƌi KhaŶdu stƌessed that AƌuŶaĐhal aŶd
NagalaŶd shaƌe seǀeƌal thiŶgs iŶ ĐoŵŵoŶ. He said iŶ
ďoth states – HoƌŶďill ďiƌd has gƌeat Đultuƌal
sigŶifiĐaŶĐe. He also said ďoth the states haǀe gƌeat
Đultuƌal diǀeƌsitǇ due to ǁhiĐh people iŶ ďoth the
states haǀe to use ĐoŵŵoŶ laŶguages to iŶteƌaĐt ǁith
people fƌoŵ theiƌ oǁŶ state.

LieuteŶaŶt GeŶeƌal AďhaǇ KƌishŶa, GeŶeƌal OffiĐeƌ
CoŵŵaŶdaŶt-iŶ-Đhief of the EasteƌŶ CoŵŵaŶd
atteŶded the HoƌŶďill Festiǀal as the Chief Guest oŶ
DeĐ. ϳ. He ĐoŵpliŵeŶted the people of NagalaŶd oŶ
the oĐĐasioŶ of the Statehood DaǇ ǁhiĐh ǁas
aĐhieǀed oŶ DeĐ. ϭ ϭϵϲϯ. He eǆpƌessed joǇ to ďe a paƌt
of the festiǀal aŶd ĐoŵpliŵeŶted the people of
NagalaŶd foƌ haǀiŶg tƌaŶsfoƌŵed the HoƌŶďill Festiǀal
iŶto a ͚gloďal͛ eǀeŶt ǁithiŶ a shoƌt tiŵe. AddƌessiŶg
the people LieuteŶaŶt GeŶeƌal KƌishŶa said, ͞The
Đultuƌal heƌitage, the tƌaditioŶal ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ liǀiŶg aŶd
uŶiƋueŶess is aŶ eǆaŵple foƌ all of us to leaƌŶ aŶd
iŵďiďe aŶd this ŵust ďe pƌeseƌǀed.͟  He stated that
͞all should dediĐate theŵselǀes iŶ shapiŶg a ǀeƌǇ
peaĐeful pƌogƌessiǀe aŶd deǀeloped NagalaŶd aŶd iŶ
that Assaŵ Rifles aŶd aƌŵǇ ǁill ďe theƌe to assist Ǉou
iŶ ǁhatsoeǀeƌ ŵaŶŶeƌ possiďle,͟  the updates Ƌuoted
hiŵ as haǀiŶg said duƌiŶg the eǀeŶt.

OŶ ϭϬth DeĐeŵďeƌ, ϮϬϭϳ the festiǀal ĐoŶĐluded at
the piĐtuƌesƋue Naga Heƌitage V illage, Kisaŵa oŶ
SuŶdaǇ aŵid ŵega ďoŶfiƌes aŶd the tuŶes of Naga
ǁaƌ Đƌies aŶd ďeats of tƌaditioŶal log dƌuŵs
ƌeǀeƌďeƌatiŶg iŶ the ďaĐkgƌouŶd. 
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Pƌofessoƌ Jagdish Mukhi, His EǆĐelleŶĐǇ the
GoǀeƌŶoƌ of Assaŵ gaǀe a Đall to the Ǉouths to deǀelop
a ŵiŶdset of thiŶkiŶg ͞NatioŶ fiƌst aŶd self last͟ to
ŵake the ĐouŶtƌǇ ŵoƌe stƌoŶg. The HoŶ͛ďle GoǀeƌŶoƌ
ǁas speakiŶg as the Chief Guest at the seǀeŶ-daǇ
NatioŶal IŶtegƌatioŶ Caŵp of the Bhaƌat SĐout aŶd
Guides held at the Joƌhat Couƌt Field fƌoŵ DeĐeŵďeƌ
ϭϳ. It is foƌ the fiƌst tiŵe that suĐh a Đaŵp has ďeeŶ
oƌgaŶised iŶ Assaŵ.

The GoǀeƌŶoƌ, ǁho is the PƌesideŶt of the State
uŶit of Bhaƌat SĐout aŶd Guides, Assaŵ ƌeŵiŶded the
audieŶĐe pƌeseŶt oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ that IŶdia s͛ stƌeŶgth
laǇ iŶ the ĐeŶtuƌies-old tƌaditioŶ of fiŶdiŶg uŶitǇ iŶ
diǀeƌsitǇ, uŶitǇ aŵoŶg people ďeloŶgiŶg to ǀaƌious
ĐoŵŵuŶities, speakiŶg diffeƌeŶt laŶguages aŶd
oďseƌǀiŶg ǀaƌied ƌituals.

He said that the diǀeƌse Đultuƌal aŶd liŶguistiĐ
pƌaĐtiĐes oďseƌǀed ďǇ the ǀaƌious ĐoŵŵuŶities aĐƌoss
IŶdia had fosteƌed uŶitǇ ďǇ ǁaǇ of shoǁiŶg ƌespeĐt to
otheƌ ĐoŵŵuŶities.

PƌaisiŶg holdiŶg of aŶ eǀeŶt like the pƌeseŶt Đaŵp,
Pƌofessoƌ Mukhi said suĐh kiŶd of aĐtiǀities pƌoǀide
aŶ oppoƌtuŶitǇ foƌ Đultuƌal eǆĐhaŶge aŶd a platfoƌŵ
foƌ iŶteƌaĐtioŶ aŵoŶg ǇouŶg ŵiŶds. He uƌged the
upĐoŵiŶg geŶeƌatioŶ to iŵďiďe the haďit of thiŶkiŶg
foƌ the ŶatioŶ fiƌst aŶd self last.

The GoǀeƌŶoƌ uƌged the ĐhildƌeŶ to thiŶk aďout

Youths ŵust ƌise aďoǀe selfish desiƌes

the State iŶ seĐoŶd positioŶ, distƌiĐt iŶ the thiƌd aŶd
faŵilǇ iŶ the fouƌth aŶd fiŶallǇ self iŶ the last positioŶ,
as this kiŶd of thiŶkiŶg ǁill help iŶ ĐouŶteƌiŶg the
thƌeats posed ďǇ ĐeƌtaiŶ eleŵeŶts pƌopagatiŶg aŶti-
ŶatioŶal aĐtiǀities iŶ a feǁ poĐkets of the ĐouŶtƌǇ.

ReĐalliŶg his sĐhool daǇs the HoŶ͛ďle GoǀeƌŶoƌ said
that he too ǁas a SĐout aŶd had aĐtiǀelǇ paƌtiĐipated
iŶ the oƌgaŶisatioŶ͛s aĐtiǀities iŶ his Ŷatiǀe plaĐe
ǁhiĐh ǁas iŶ PuŶjaď eaƌlieƌ, ďut Ŷoǁ is iŶ HaƌǇaŶa.

StatiŶg that Bhaƌat SĐouts aŶd Guides ǁas a
ŵaŵŵoth oƌgaŶisatioŶ aŶd helps iŶ pƌepaƌiŶg ďetteƌ-
eƋuipped futuƌe ĐitizeŶs, the GoǀeƌŶoƌ said he hoped
the paƌtiĐipaŶts iŶ the Đaŵp ǁill ďe aďle to take ďaĐk
foŶd ŵeŵoƌies aŶd ǀaluaďle eǆpeƌieŶĐes ǁith theŵ.

Mt. Aďsaƌ Ali Hazaƌika, the Chief State
CoŵŵissioŶeƌ of Bhaƌat SĐout aŶd Guides, Assaŵ
deliǀeƌed the ǁelĐoŵe addƌess ǁhile the leadeƌ of
the Đaŵp, i.e., the Neǁ Delhi-ďased DeputǇ DiƌeĐtoƌ
of the SĐouts͛ BoǇ Pƌogƌaŵŵe, Sƌi Aŵaƌ Bahaduƌ
Chetƌi pƌeseŶted a ďƌief histoƌǇ of the oƌgaŶisatioŶ
aŶd aĐtiǀities to ďe uŶdeƌtakeŶ duƌiŶg the Đaŵp. Sƌi
Hazaƌika said that the Đaŵp ǁas oƌigiŶallǇ sĐheduled
to ďe oƌgaŶised at the ƌiǀeƌ islaŶd Majuli, ďut due to
soŵe pƌoďleŵs ĐoŵiŶg up iŶ the fiŶal stage, the
ǀeŶue ǁas shifted to Joƌhat.

Oǀeƌ ϱϬϬ peƌsoŶs, iŶĐludiŶg the teaĐheƌs
aĐĐoŵpaŶǇiŶg the teaŵs atteŶded the Đaŵp.

JapaŶ iŶ geŶeƌal aŶd MaŶipuƌ–JapaŶ ƌelatioŶship iŶ
paƌtiĐulaƌ, she ƌeĐalled that ͞I had disĐussed ǁith the
Aŵďassadoƌ of JapaŶ ƌegaƌdiŶg the ďilateƌal
ƌelatioŶship ďetǁeeŶ IŶdo-JapaŶ aŶd MaŶipuƌ-JapaŶ
aŶd ĐleaŶsiŶg of Loktak Lake iŶ the pƌeǀious Ǉeaƌ.͟
The goǀeƌŶoƌ ƌeƋuested the JapaŶese teaŵ to ǀisit
the MaŶipuƌ state ŵuseuŵ ǁheƌe seǀeƌal aƌtefaĐts
of the Woƌld Waƌ II ǁeƌe displaǇed.

Mƌ. GǇoŵǇo Nakaŵaƌu ǁho led the teaŵ of ϭϭ
delegates said that the ŵaiŶ puƌpose of theiƌ ǀisit
ǁas to pƌaǇ at JapaŶ Waƌ Meŵoƌial Coŵpleǆ at Maiďaŵ
Lokpa ChiŶg, foƌ the ǁaƌ ǀiĐtiŵs of the JapaŶese aƌŵǇ,

the IŶdiaŶ aƌŵǇ aŶd the ĐiǀiliaŶs ǁho had died iŶ
Woƌld Waƌ II, paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ iŶ JapaŶese-Iŵphal-Ladakh
ǁaƌ. Mƌ. GǇoŵǇo Nakaŵaƌu ƌeƋuested the GoǀeƌŶoƌ
to take steps to iŵpƌoǀe the ƌoad ĐoŶŶeĐtiǀitǇ of
MaŶipuƌ so that JapaŶese touƌists ĐaŶ ǀisit the state
aŶd help iŶ pƌoŵotiŶg MaŶipuƌ touƌisŵ.

As a gestuƌe of good-ǁill aŶd tokeŶ of loǀe, the
JapaŶese delegates͛ gifted iteŵs to the goǀeƌŶoƌ
ǁhiĐh iŶĐluded a sĐaƌf pƌiŶted ǁith sǇŵďol of ĐoŵiŶg
OlǇŵpiĐ Gaŵes. The goǀeƌŶoƌ of MaŶipuƌ also
pƌeseŶted a ďook aďout Woƌld Waƌ II to the JapaŶese
delegates.

Shaƌed ďƌotheƌhood of MaŶipuƌ & JapaŶ
***************************************************************************************
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 If Ǉouƌ soŶ ŵakes fƌieŶdship ǁith the diffiĐult aŶd
loŶg-tiŵe eŶeŵies of Ǉouƌ oǁŶ faŵilǇ oƌ ĐlaŶ theŶ
hoǁ do Ǉou desĐƌiďe hiŵ aŶd hoǁ do Ǉou feel aďout
his futuƌe? Will it Ŷot ďe like opeŶiŶg the dooƌ to
ĐouŶtless tƌagedies? But iŶ IŶdia, suĐh thiŶg is Ŷoǁ
ďeiŶg opeŶlǇ Đeleďƌated. Foƌ past Đouple of Ǉeaƌs oƌ
ŵoƌe the politiĐal leadeƌs of ĐeƌtaiŶ paƌties haǀe ďeeŶ
takiŶg the ǁƌoŶg step foƌǁaƌd iŶ haǀiŶg Đlosed-dooƌ
ŵeetiŶgs ǁith the leadeƌs of ouƌ eŶeŵǇ ĐouŶtƌies.
What tƌaŶspiƌes ďetǁeeŶ theŵ is oďǀiouslǇ agaiŶst
the pƌeseŶt goǀeƌŶŵeŶt aŶd the ŶatioŶ͛s
fuŶdaŵeŶtal ethos. Those leadeƌs haǀe ofteŶ ďeeŶ
heaƌd to ďe sǇŵpathetiĐ toǁaƌds the teƌƌoƌists oƌ
those ǁho ͞ƌoaƌ agaiŶst the ŶatioŶ͟ oƌ agaiŶst its
patƌiotiĐ ǀalues. Yes, those leadeƌs juŵp foƌǁaƌd to
defeŶd theŵselǀes ǁho ǁƌeak haǀoĐ ǁith the
͞peaĐeful ĐitizeŶs ͞of ouƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ. Soŵe leadeƌs aƌe
apologetiĐ that ĐeƌtaiŶ NGOs/ŵedia/ƌeligious ďodies
should Ŷot ďe haƌassed iŶ the Ŷaŵe of fightiŶg the
teƌƌoƌists aŶd ISIS. This is hoǁ ĐouŶtƌǇ s͛ leadeƌs defeŶd
the daŶgeƌous postuƌes of daŶgeƌous outfits. Is Ŷot it
soŵethiŶg like iŶǀitiŶg gƌeateƌ tƌouďles to the ŶatioŶ
iŶ futuƌe?

Rise of PM Modi aŶd ƌoaƌ of suďǀeƌsiǀe foƌĐes
 Salil Geǁali

OŶe ǁoŶdeƌs hoǁ these politiĐal paƌties aŶd
iŶdiǀiduals daƌe to hoďŶoď ǁith the leadeƌs of the
ŶeighďouƌiŶg eŶeŵǇ ĐouŶtƌies ǁho aƌe alǁaǇs
aggƌessiǀe aŶd iŶ the Đoŵďatiǀe ŵood.

VeƌǇ ƌeĐeŶtlǇ, oŶe seŶioƌ leadeƌ of oŶe of ouƌ
ŶatioŶal paƌties eǀeŶ sĐoffed at Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ Modi
ďǇ ĐalliŶg hiŵ a depƌaǀed ďeiŶg ͞NeeĐh .͟  What aƌe
the Đƌiteƌia foƌ oŶe ďeiŶg ŵoƌallǇ loǁ? Has the PM
Modi falleŶ shoƌt of aŶǇ staŶdaƌds of iŶtegƌitǇ oƌ
ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt toǁaƌds his ŵotheƌlaŶd? We Ŷot oŶlǇ
kŶoǁ ďut also see that he ǁoƌks siŶĐeƌelǇ aŶd is
siŶĐeƌelǇ tƌǇiŶg to foƌŵulate iŶŶoǀatiǀe plaŶs aŶd
sĐheŵes foƌ the gƌeateƌ good of the ŶatioŶ? Well, has
he Ŷot ďeeŶ ĐoŶstitutioŶallǇ eleĐted ďǇ the people of
this ĐouŶtƌǇ? WhǇ the ŵedia is less aggƌessiǀe aŶd
ŵoƌe defeŶsiǀe foƌ those ͞tƌaŶsgƌessoƌs͟ ǁho ǁield
daggeƌs ďehiŶd the ďaĐk.

Whatsoeǀeƌ ďe the politiĐal dispeŶsatioŶ at the
ĐeŶtƌe, suĐh opeŶ ƌeďellioŶ agaiŶst the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt
does Ŷot auguƌ ǁell foƌ the ŶatioŶ aŶd its ϭ.Ϯϱ ďillioŶ
ĐitizeŶs.

the Đoƌe fouŶdatioŶ of ouƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ. It is paiŶful to
ŶotiĐe that the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt is iŶseŶsitiǀe toǁaƌds the
gƌoǁiŶg iŶtoleƌaŶĐe oŶ ŵiŶoƌities,͟

Sƌi Rajesh HiŶgaŶkaƌ, SupeƌiŶteŶdeŶt of poliĐe,
SatŶa hoǁeǀeƌ Đlaiŵed that the poliĐe ďƌought all
ĐleƌgǇŵeŶ – said to ďe aďout ϯϮ iŶ Ŷuŵďeƌ to the
poliĐe statioŶ to ƌesĐue theŵ fƌoŵ the ĐlutĐhes of
the aŶgƌǇ ǀillageƌs. He fuƌtheƌ iŶfoƌŵed that eǆĐept
the pƌiest all otheƌs ǁeƌe alloǁed to go hoŵe. It is
Ǉet to ďe kŶoǁŶ as to hoǁ the Đaƌ Đaught fiƌe,͟  he
added.

TalkiŶg to HiŶdustaŶ Tiŵes oǀeƌ phoŶe fƌoŵ the
poliĐe statioŶ Fƌ Geoƌge said the Đultuƌal pƌogƌaŵŵe
at the ǀillage ǁas a ƌoutiŶe eǀeŶt held eǀeƌǇ Ǉeaƌ
ahead of Chƌistŵas ĐeleďƌatioŶs. He alleged that oŶ

ďeiŶg ďƌought to the PoliĐe statioŶ, theǇ ǁeƌe foƌĐed
to sƋuat iŶ a ƌooŵ at the poliĐe statioŶ at Ŷight iŶ
iŶhuŵaŶ ĐoŶditioŶ ǁithout aŶǇ ǁaƌŵ Đlothes.  Sƌi
YateŶdƌa Pathak, the BajƌaŶg Dal s͛ DistƌiĐt CoŶǀeŶeƌ
said that theǇ Đaŵe to leaƌŶ fƌoŵ ƌeliaďle souƌĐes that
the ŵissioŶaƌies ǁeƌe luƌiŶg people fƌoŵ the Dalit
loĐalitǇ foƌ ĐoŶǀeƌsioŶ. He, hoǁeǀeƌ, deŶied attaĐkiŶg
the ŵiŶoƌitǇ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ŵeŵďeƌs oƌ had aŶǇ haŶd iŶ
settiŶg the Đaƌ afiƌe.  IŶ his ǁƌitteŶ ĐoŵplaiŶt, Sƌi
DhaƌŵeŶdƌa Dohaƌ alleged that ChƌistiaŶ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ
ŵeŵďeƌs haǀe ďeeŶ ǀisitiŶg the ǀillage foƌ the past
tǁo Ǉeaƌs aŶd luƌiŶg the pooƌ populaĐe ǁith ŵoŶeǇ
to ĐoŶǀeƌt to ChƌistiaŶitǇ. He iŶfoƌŵed that ͞BeĐause
of theiƌ thƌeat aŶd luƌe I haǀe ĐoŶǀeƌted to ChƌistiaŶitǇ.
TheǇ gaǀe us a Biďle aŶd Rs ϱϬϬϬ iŶ Đash,͟  he said.

FoƌĐed CoŶǀeƌsioŶ iŶ Madhya Pƌadesh
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Deǀ Shaƌŵa ǁas a BƌahŵiŶ ǁho used to liǀe
ǁith his ǁife iŶ a ĐeƌtaiŶ toǁŶ. OŶe daǇ, his ǁife
gaǀe ďiƌth to a soŶ aŶd theǇ ǁeƌe ǀeƌǇ happǇ.

The BƌahŵaŶi AŶd The MoŶgoose - PaŶĐhataŶtƌa
StoƌǇ PiĐtuƌeOŶ the ǀeƌǇ saŵe daǇ, a feŵale
ŵoŶgoose gaǀe ďiƌth to a ďaďǇ ŵoŶgoose ǀeƌǇ Ŷeaƌ
his house. As destiŶǇ ǁould haǀe it, the ŵotheƌ
ŵoŶgoose died sooŶ afteƌ the ďiƌth.

WheŶ theǇ oďseƌǀed this, theǇ took pitǇ oŶ hiŵ
aŶd the BƌahŵiŶ's ǁife adopted the little ŵoŶgoose
aŶd staƌted lookiŶg afteƌ hiŵ as his oǁŶ soŶ.

The BƌahŵaŶi AŶd The MoŶgoose - PaŶĐhataŶtƌa
StoƌǇ PiĐtuƌeShe seƌǀed heƌ oǁŶ ďƌeast ŵilk to ďoth
heƌ oǁŶ soŶ aŶd the little ŵoŶgoose, ďathed theŵ
togetheƌ aŶd put oil oŶ theŵ togetheƌ. She ǁas a
foŶd ŵotheƌ foƌ ďoth of theŵ. Both heƌ soŶ aŶd the
ŵoŶgoose ǁeƌe ǀeƌǇ foŶd of eaĐh otheƌ, aŶd speŶt
all the tiŵe togetheƌ.

Hoǁeǀeƌ, she ǁas Ŷot a fool aŶd kŶoǁiŶg that
the ŵoŶgoose ǁas aŶ aŶiŵal iŶ ƌealitǇ, she alǁaǇs
kept a guaƌd, "He is a ŵoŶgoose aŶd ǁill sooŶ
deǀelop the aŶiŵal iŶstiŶĐts that he has iŶheƌited
fƌoŵ his speĐies. Soŵe daǇ, he ŵaǇ haƌŵ ŵǇ oǁŶ
soŶ. I shall alǁaǇs keep a ǁatĐh oŶ hiŵ."

The BƌahŵaŶi AŶd The MoŶgoose - PaŶĐhataŶtƌa
StoƌǇ PiĐtuƌeOŶe daǇ, she had to fetĐh soŵe ǁateƌ.
So, she put heƌ soŶ to ďed, aŶd ǁhile goiŶg outside
ǁith the pitĐheƌ, asked heƌ husďaŶd to keep a ǁatĐh.
She said, "I aŵ goiŶg to the ǁell to fetĐh soŵe ǁateƌ.
Please look afteƌ ouƌ soŶ aŶd ŵake suƌe the
ŵoŶgoose does Ŷot huƌt hiŵ ďǇ ŵistake."

The BƌahŵiŶ ǁas Đaƌeless. Without iŶfoƌŵiŶg
his ǁife, he got pƌepaƌed aŶd ǁeŶt to ďeg foƌ alŵs
leaǀiŶg the little ŵoŶgoose aŶd theiƌ soŶ aloŶe ďǇ
theŵselǀes.

As it happeŶed, duƌiŶg the ǀeƌǇ tiŵe theǇ ǁeƌe
aloŶe, a poisoŶous sŶake eŶteƌed the house thƌough

The BƌahŵaŶi aŶd the MoŶgoose

a hold aŶd staƌted appƌoaĐhiŶg the BƌahŵiŶ's soŶ.

The BƌahŵaŶi AŶd The MoŶgoose - PaŶĐhataŶtƌa
StoƌǇ PiĐtuƌeWheŶ the ŵoŶgoose saǁ this, he
attaĐked his Ŷatuƌal eŶeŵǇ to defeŶd the Đhild, ǁho
ǁas like a ďƌotheƌ to hiŵ. Although he ǁas sŵall
aŶd the sŶake ǁas stƌoŶg, he fought ǁith all ŵight
aŶd ďit the sŶake iŶto pieĐes aŶd eǀeŶtuallǇ killed
the sŶake. His ŵouth aŶd Đlaǁs ǁeƌe all sŵeaƌed
ǁith the sŶake's ďlood.

The little ŵoŶgoose ǁas ǀeƌǇ pƌoud of itself; aŶd
ǁaited outside the house foƌ the BƌahŵiŶ's ǁife.
He ǁas eageƌ to shoǁ his ŵotheƌ hoǁ ďƌaǀe he
ǁas.

KŶoǁiŶg heƌ husďaŶd's ĐaƌelessŶess, the
BƌahŵiŶ's ǁife ǁas teŶsed aŶd ǁas ƌetuƌŶiŶg iŶ a
huƌƌǇ ǁheŶ she saǁ the little ŵoŶgoose ĐoŵiŶg
toǁaƌds heƌ. She ŶotiĐed that he ǁas Đoǀeƌed iŶ
ďlood, aŶd ǁithout thiŶkiŶg, juŵped to the
ĐoŶĐlusioŶ that the ŵoŶgoose ŵust haǀe attaĐked
heƌ soŶ.

The BƌahŵaŶi AŶd The MoŶgoose - PaŶĐhataŶtƌa
StoƌǇ PiĐtuƌeAŶgeƌed aŶd fƌustƌated, she thƌeǁ the
heaǀǇ pitĐheƌ - full of ǁateƌ, that she ǁas ĐaƌƌǇiŶg
oŶ the little ŵoŶgoose. The little ŵoŶgoose ǁas
seǀeƌelǇ ǁouŶded.

She ƌaŶ iŶside, aŶd she ǁas aŵazed to see heƌ
soŶ safelǇ sleepiŶg iŶ his Đƌadle. She theŶ saǁ the
sŶake Ŷeaƌ the Đƌadle that had ďeeŶ toƌŶ iŶto shƌeds.

 At oŶĐe she ƌealized ǁhat had happeŶed. She
ǁas heaƌt-ďƌokeŶ ǁith the thought of haǀiŶg huƌt
the little ŵoŶgoose, ǁho ǁas like a soŶ to heƌ.

 Not kŶoǁiŶg ǁho to ďlaŵe, ǁheŶ heƌ husďaŶd
ƌetuƌŶed hoŵe, she eǆplaiŶed, aŶd theǇ ǁeƌe ďoth
ǀeƌǇ soƌƌǇ foƌ the suffeƌiŶg of theiƌ seĐoŶd soŶ.

 The ǁise iŶdeed say:

ThiŶk haƌd aŶd do Ŷot do aŶythiŶg iŶ haste.
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