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No e has pe haps issed to oti e the
ju ilatio s a d la ge s ale ele atio s asso iated

ith the Ne  Yea s Da  of . Fo  us I dia s,
i espe ti e of ou  state a d o u it  ide tities,

th Ap il is al ost o o l  e og ised as the
Ne  Yea s Da . The li guisti  o e latu e of the
da  a  e diffe e t ut the spi it is sa e. What is
sad a out ou  o  Ne  Yea s Da  is that, e
seldo  see the spo ta eit  a d the ele atio
like at osphe e o  this fateful da . It appea s as if

e ha e eithe  fo gotte  ou  o  ultu e a d
t aditio  a d ha e opted to adopt the i po ted

ultu e of the est, hi h e o side  o e
supe io  tha  ou  o . Ma  of us a  ot e e
k o  that Julius Caesa  fi st i stituted Ja ua   as
the fi st da  of the ea , pa tl  to ho o  the o th s

a esake: Ja us, the Ro a  god of egi i gs,
hose t o fa es allo ed hi  to look a k i to the

past a d fo a d i to the futu e. I  edie al
Eu ope the Ch istia s had diffe e es i  thei
opi io s a out the date of egi i g of the Ne
Yea . Ho e e , Pope G ego  XIII e-esta lished
Ja ua   as the fi st da  of the ea . This i il Ne
Yea  e ai ed i  effe t th oughout the Ro a
E pi e, east a d est, du i g its lifeti e a d ell
afte . F o  this it is uite e ide t that i  te s of
a ti uit  ou  t aditio al date of o e e e t
of the Ne  Yea  is u h olde  tha  the G ego ia
ale da . But ho a es. The est is al a s the est

a d dese es to e follo ed.

Ti e a d tide aits fo  o e  - is a u i e sall
a k o ledged p o e  hi h a  e e  e
o tested. This is e ause oth these phe o e a

follo  the ules of atu e. Natu e e e  sta ds still;
it is al a s o  the o e fo a d, e e  a k a d.
Yea s o e a d go, lea i g ehi d e o ies, so e
s eet, so e sou  ut it also lea es ehi d

e o ies of epo h aki g i di iduals a d
t aditio s that defies ti e.

The G ego ia  ea   is o  i  past. The
e o ies left ehi d   ill ho e e  li ge

fo  uite so e ti e, ut ulti atel  the

The Ne  Yea  Resolutio s

de elop e ts of  i l l o e o e a d
o e po e  the .  The ost ele a t uotatio
that o es to i d elo gs to Edith Lo ejo  Pie e

ho said that We ill ope  the ook. Its pages
a e la k. We a e goi g to put o ds o  the
ou sel es. The ook is alled Oppo tu it  a d its
fi st hapte  is Ne  Yea s Da .

It ill ot e pe haps i app op iate to o e
a a  f o  the st Ja ua , the Ne  Yea s Da , a d
o e t ate o  the ele a e of the e o a le

o asio s fall i g i  this o th hi h a e
app op iate to ou  o  ultu e a d t aditio s a d
dese es to e e e e ed. The fi st o asio  that

e I dia s should e e  fo get is that of the i th
da  of the pat iot sai t S a i Vi eka a da falli g
o  th Ja ua , ho ot o l  edee ed ou  p ide
i  ei g I dia  ut also esta lished othe  I dia
as the othe  of the e ti e o ld.  The e t
o asio  that e a ot fo get e e  if e t  is
the Bhogali Bihu, hi h o all  falls o  th

Ja ua , a less eligious ut o e ultu all
o ie ted o asio  e  dea  to the hea ts of
e e o e ho o side  Assa  as thei  othe la d.
The pa  I dia  a e of the o asio  is Maka
Sa k a ti, a e  sa ed da  as pe  Hi du eligious

ale da .  The thi d o asio  a d the ost
i po ta t is ou  Repu li  Da  hi h falls o  th

Ja ua . O  this fateful da  e t ul  got id the
sha kles of thousa d ea s of su jugatio  a d

e a e itize s of a de o ati  ou t .

The o asio s e tio ed a o e a e a i is ule
pa t ou  a  e o a le o asio s, hi h e
should e e  fo get fo  the  o l  a  i spi e us to
p ote t ou  o  i h t aditio  a d he itage. No ,
si e e ha e adopted the E glish Ne  Yea  as
o e of ou  o , e should also ake so e Ne
Yea  Resolutio s as the  do, e su i g that these
esolutio s a e ased o  the fi  elief of o e

u diluted u it  despite diffe e t ultu e,
la guages, eligio s, aste a d eed. Ma  the
Ch istia  Ne  Yea  less us the se ula  I dia s a d

elie e s of Sa ata  Dha a.
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Ti es go a a  e  si le tl , apidl , lea i g
e tai  i p essio  of positi it , of ou se, egati e

dis ou se. The e is al a s a o siste t atte pt to
o eal egati it  i to faded e o  a d a hed

ahead. E e  da k ight p o ises a ight su  light
i  the e t da .  E e  Ne  Yea  i gs e tai  e
p o ises, hopes, aspi atio s of fulfilli g positi e
desi es, t a sfo i g u fulfilled d ea s i to ealit ,
delightful a d dig ified life, glo , pea e a d
p ospe it . I spi atio  of positi it  is u tu ed i  ou

atu e s e ko s. The la d of Red Ri e  a d lue
hills, la d of isi g su , house of louds;
et ologi all , e eals the i t i a  of this di i e
soil, is lessed e pli itl   atu e. The u dulati g
hill, plai s, fo ests e itti g a s of e e pleasi g
g ee  th ough its  flo al a iet , ea  se si g sou d
of ate  flo s i  the i e  alle s, lake, i ulet,

ate falls, la ge egetatio  ild a d fo  do esti
o su ptio ,  e iste e of sa ed fo est, di e se

flo e  a ieties, o hids, s e i  a ati es e e gi g
out of padd  field at diffe e t o te t; foot a s i

et padd  ulti atio , steps of the te a e field,
jhu  ulti atio  site, soul at hi g eaut  of

olou ful eth i  d esses, i dige ous p a ti es,

Reso a e of Ne  Yea : E o of the No th East
D  Ra ga Ra ja  Das

Bi ds a e si gi g ith e  hopes
Butte flies a e hispe i g ith e  aspi atio s

Flo e s e itti g the se se of s ell
Sho e i g pu it  a d di i it

S ili g fa es, u polluted i d, u i ue usto s
That s  o th east
Colds e gulfi g

Clouds pla i g hide a d seek
U a a e itself

Nestli g i  the ho e of loud
Meghala a , su  sets  eappea  agai

The e t da , it ust, as the la d
Of isi g su  A u a hal : that s  o th east.

ituals, folk so gs a d da e, i a t festi als
asso iated ith the le of ag i ultu al ope atio s
as ell as the o ise atio  of the e  ea
p o idi g gli pse of geo- ultu al setti gs a e
happe  to e its  st e gth. The e a e a ious
p o le s, e it so io-e o o i al, so io- ultu al a d
so io-politi al a gi g f o  po e t , i l l ite a ,
u e plo e t, flood, a d e osio , a d
displa e e t, i e to i su ge , eth i it  a d
sepa atist o e e t. I itiati es ha e also ee
take  pla e though it is still fa  a a  to ield desi e
esult, et, a situatio  of pea e a d ha o , see s

to e etu ed a k o e  the last de ades as e hoed
i  a  oi es, hi h is e ou agi g fo  the people
of egio  ho elief i  t a uillit  a d ai tai i g
a elatio  of a it  a d othe hood. Hopefull , this
Ne  Yea  ill e e a ka le to add ess the a ious

e  issues th ough full-p oof st ateg , pla s, poli ies
a d ea i gful people o ie ted politi al dialogue.
The apid ad e t of ode izatio , ate ialis ,

o su e is , has i li ed a te de  to et a t
hu a it , et, this pa t of the la d, al a s a d
ad i e  of the o ept of hu a it , as a g eatest
eligio . Rega di g hu a it , P e  Ra at, the
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pea e a assado  e e tl  said hu a it  is the
g eatest eligio  hi h e e  pe so  li i g o  this
ea th should follo , i espe ti e of o e s eliefs a d
to e ou age hu a it , e should e at pea e f o
i side, the pea e e a e seeki g is ithi  us a d it
is i po ta t fo  us to k o  it a d e og ize it fo

aki g this ea th a ette  pla e to li e i , pea e ill
e hu a it s g eatest a hie e e t. Pea e i  this
o ld is o l  possi le he  ea h o e of us feels

pea e a d o te t e t ithi  ou sel es .  We elief
u it  i  di e sit , the e is al a s a o d of ohesio
a o g us. No dou t, the e a e distu i g fa to s a d
fo es, e e gi g ithi , to ealize e tai  ested
i te est, et, e a e e po e ed e ough to feel the
g ou d ealit , a d he e, e e  lose the

o e tu , hate e , situatio , ight e.

Ou  st e gth is i h so io- ultu al fa i
e p essed th ough i a t p a ti es a d t aditio s.
As a ag a ia  e o o , the people has its  o
u i ue a  to g eet a d el o e a e  ea , as
efle ted i  a ious festi als held i  diffe e t phases

of a ea . The eliefs, p a ti es, jo  is see  i  the
fo  of so gs a d da es, feasti g a d e aki g,
to elish the f uit of ha d o k a d p a i g fo

ette e t i  the futu e. The eati g of hu d ed
d u s, i  a gala,  the Ga os, a at ili eal t i e,
i  Meghala a; at the e d of the ea , has ee  a
t aditio  a oss the ge e atio s; the h th i
da i g, i  the tu e of folk so gs; sho s the eal
se se of aestheti  eaut . Post-ha est pe iod, is
i deed a eal ti e fo  e jo e t. Look a ou d
Assa ; hethe  u al o  u a  o te t; Assa ese
people a e gea i g up fo  ele ati g agh ihu o

hogali ihu; dis ussio  has al ead  sta ted fo  the
e u of u uka ite. P o ess of e e ti g eji  a

o i al st u tu e ade of a oo, that h, ha  o
hela gha   a te po a  akeshift ith a oo,

d ied pla tai  leaf, that h, ha  fo  u i g i  the
ea l  o i g of agh ihu, to offe  itualisti
p a e  to ag ide ata fi e god  has al ead  i itiated.
The sou d of dhe ki  a oode  o te  a d pestle
ope ated  leg  o  khu du a  o ta  a d pestle

ill o e to ea s ithi  a ouple of da s f o  u al
ou t a d, offe i g ha es to taste the deli ious

food ite s, diffe e t a ieties of akes pithas  a d
alls o o ut, sesa e . The u a ites ha e got the

ha e to p o u e ead ade ite s of i dige ous
deli a ies seaso all  o ga ized i  a ious u a

e t es of Assa . No dou t Assa ese Ne  Yea
ale da  sta t du i g id-Ap il, sta ti g f o  Bohag,

a ti e to ele ate the p i e festi al, ohag ihu o
a gali ihu, si gi g a d da i g ei g the ke
o po e t, et, the ihu ahead, just i  the se o d
eek of Ja ua , is a eal ti e to ele ate th ough

feasti g.  Like, Assa ese people, the a ious othe
g oups, ithi  Assa  a d i  othe  states; the e o of
ele atio  is uite ofte . The ag u a da e, has
ee  a pa t of aisagu fesiti al a o g the Bodos.

The Mishi gs ele ate ali-ai-liga g:  ali de otes
oot, ai sta ds fo  f uit a d liga g ea s so i g.

Besides o side i g as a ha est festi al, it a ks
o set of Ne  Yea  he e the  pe fo  gu ag
da e. Apa t f o  Assa , the e a e a ious
i dige ous festi als as epo ted f o  othe  g oups
of o th east, has lose e us ith Ne  Yea
ele atio . Losa  a o g the Buddist t i es, Mo pa,

She tukpe s, Me a, Kha a a d Nah of A u a hal
P adesh, to el o e the Ti eta  Ne  Yea  du i g
se o d eek of Fe ua ; Losoo g, the Sikki ese
Ne  Yea  du i g De e e ; Saji u Chei ao a, i
Ma ipu  a d Aoli g festi al of Ko ak Naga du i g
Ap il, e eals lots of sig ifi a e pe tai i g to the
te ito  a d the g oups.

Lite all , the e ti e a ea is a pa adise fo  atu al
a d eth i  asse lages as efle ted i  s e i  eaut
a d olou ful festi als.  Festi als p o ide so e ki d
of e t a e e g  to o e ahead, hate e  a  e
so io- ultu al o te t.  People of the egio , though
ultu all  a d e o o i all  self-suffi ie t, ut still

laggi g ehi d f o  the est i  te s of
de elop e t.  P o le s a e a ifold a d di e se
i  this pa t of the glo e. Stil l  people ha e
t e e dous faith o  thei  ultu e a d t aditio , o
thei  sup e e ei g to so t out thei  e ti e ha dship
a d p o le s. Thei  eed a d aspi atio s a e li ited
a d possess a positi e outlook. The o e ed
autho izes eed to look i to e tai  i o ati e a s
to so t out p o le s, eeds, aspi atio s ot o l  to

i g  holisti  de elop e t athe , to etai  the
o ept of hu a it  i  ta t  fo  the a ifestatio

of ea i gful a d o de ful ele atio  i  the
o te t. 
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It is eall  e  sad that e e  he  so eo e
a o gst us dies, e fight o e  his faith, aste a d
eligio . No pe so  a  p a ti e eligio  o  e o e

spi itual, u til a d u less he o  she e o es a good
hu a  ei g e ause hu a it  o es fi st, the
eligio .

Me e s of i dige ous faith i  the state of
Meghala a ill soo  get a pla e fo  e ati g thei
dead, tha ks to the i te e tio  of the Meghala a
High Cou t. Me e s of i dige ous faith Se g Khasi
had app oa hed the High Cou t afte  so e e e s
of the Ch istia  o u it  dis a tled thei

e atio  site. The  su itted efo e the ou t that
till date the  ha e ot ee  a le to o st u t a

e ato iu  a d at ti es a e fo ed to u  thei
dead o  a e o pelled to take the dead odies to a
fa a a  pla e fo  e atio . The  i fo ed the
Ho le Cou t that The illage autho ities a d the

illage people did ot allo  e atio  to take pla e
a d the dead odies had to e take  to so e othe
pla e at a o side a le dista e to o plete the last
ites.  The fu the  i fo ed the ou t that Right to

dispose the dead odies i  a pa ti ula  a e  ith
pa ti ula  ites i  o se ated pla e is pa t a d pa el
of a eligio  a d is p ote ted i  the pe u a of the
ight to p ofess a d p a ti e of o e s eligio .

 Du i g the ou se of p o eedi gs efo e the High
Cou t e h p esided o e   Justi e S i S.R. Se , the
Deput  Co issio e , East Khasi Hills Dist i t,
Shillo g, epo ted that the atte  has ee  settled

et ee  the pa ties a i a l  a d a suita le site as
p o ided fo  use as e atio  g ou d.

But o e lause i  the a o e settle e t ag ee e t
that the e ato iu  shall e used fo  the pu pose
of e atio  of o l  the de eased e e s of the
Se g Khasi M llie , att a ted atte tio  of the ou t,

hi h disag eed ith it a d o se ed thus: A od
elo gi g to the i dige ous faith a d f o  a

lo alit  ho eeds to use the e ato iu , a  use
it.

 The ou t also di e ted the Deput  Co issio e
to fe e the a ea allotted fo  the pu pose of e atio

Hu a ity ust o e Fi st

a d take othe  e essa  steps to de elop a d ake
it p ope l  fu tio al ithi  fi e o ths. 
Supe i te de t of Poli e, East Khasi Hills Dist i t, is

also fu the  di e ted to see that o od  distu s the
petitio e  i  the illage a d to e te d assista e a d
help as a d he e e  e uested. It is fu the  di e ted
that oth the pa ties should ai tai  pea e a d
t a uillit  i  the lo alit ,  the ou t said.

The Cou t also i posed a fi e of Rs  lakh o  so e
of the e e s of the Ch istia  o u it  a a ed
as espo de ts fo  dis espe ti g the Co stitutio  of
I dia. The judge also e p essed his a guish o se i g
that e e  afte  death, people a e fighti g o e  faith,
aste a d eligio .....He asked the  to e hu a s

fi st.

I a  pai ed that e e  afte  so a  ea s of
i depe de e, o  i  this st Ce tu , people a e

ot a a e of the Co stitutio  of the ou t  he e
the  li e i  a d iolates the Co stitutio …I  
o side ed ie , u til a d u less a pe so  is a a e

of his o  he  dut , he o  she a ot lai  to e jo  the
fu da e tal ights,  Justi e Se  o se ed.

The judge fu the  o se ed: I ould like to ask
toda  th ough  s all judg e t a d o de ; If the

ate  that e d i k does ot ask a out ou  faith, aste
a d eligio ; if the ai  that e eathe do ot ask
a out ou  faith, aste a d eligio ; a d if the la d

he e e all li e do ot ask a out ou  faith, aste a d
eligio ; if the os os do ot ask a out ou  faith, aste

a d eligio , the  ho a e e to ask a out othe s
faith, aste a d eligio . The efo e, let the dead est
i  pea e. ...

The Judge fu the  e a ked: It is eall  e  sad
that e e  afte  death, e a e fighti g o e  ou  faith,
aste a d eligio . Do the people of this ou t  a t

to sa  that afte  death, so e od  ill go to hea e
o  so e od  ill go to hell; o od  k o s that. M
hu le elief is that the e a e ot t o o  th ee Gods,
God is o l  o e. A othe  e a ple I ould like to put
fo a d is that: if the lood of a Khasi, Be gali a d
Nepali o  a  othe  pe so  is i ed togethe , o

Co td. to Page 
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I dige ous Faith a d Cultu al So iet  of
A u a hal P adesh IFCSAP  e e tl  o ga ised the
I dige ous Faith Da  Cele atio s at Ita aga ,

hi h as atte ded  S i Pe a Kha du, the Chief
Mi iste  of A u a hal P adesh.

The CM lauded the effo ts of IFCSAP fo
p ese atio , p opagatio  a d p ote tio  of the
i dige ous faith o e e t a d to uphold the lo al

usto s & eliefs as ell  as p ese i g the
eth i it  of the t i es a d the ultu e of A u a hal
P adesh. The CM used his T itte  a ou t to
e p ess his feeli gs hile atte di g the fu tio
i  Ita aga .

The Ho le Chief Mi iste  also g eeted the
people of A u a hal P adesh o  the o asio . He
eite ated that Ou s is a disti t state ith se e al

t i es a d o u ities esidi g side  side fo
ages a d ai tai i g thei  o  u i ue i dige ous
ultu e a d t aditio s. Despite ou  a ied di e sit ,
e as A u a halees a e u ited a d take p ide i

ou  i dige ous ultu al he itage. This ultu al
osai  has to e ai tai ed, p ese ed a d

p opagated at all osts hile keepi g i ta t ou
u it  i  di e sit .

While pa ti ipati g i  the I dige ous Faith Da
Cele atio s at I ta aga  the Chief
Mi iste  a ou ed that his Go e e t has ade
a udget p o isio  of Rs  o e fo  the Depa t e t
of I dige ous Affai s DIA  a d appoi ted a
Se eta  to u  a d a age the Depa t e t.

Add essi g the people asse led to pa ti ipate
i  the I dige ous Faith Da  ele atio s at N iku
Ni a g ou d, Ni juli o  F ida  the th De e e ,

, the Chief Mi iste  a ou ed that the
Chai a  a d the e e s of the Co ittee
atta hed to the Depa t e t ill also e appoi ted
soo . U de s o i g the eed fo  p ese i g a d
safegua di g the ultu e a d t aditio s of the
A u a halees, he u ged the ou ge  ge e atio s
to uphold a d ai tai  it fo  the ge e atio s to
o e. He laid spe ial st ess o  p ese atio  of lo al

I dige ous Affai s e ei es a oost

la guages a d u ged the pa e ts a d the elde s to
tea h thei  hild e  to speak i  thei  o  othe
to gue. Speaki g a out eligious ha o  he said
that he is agai st fo eful o e sio  ut it is also
e uall  i po ta t to ai tai  eligious tole a e
si e e e o e has the f eedo  to p a ti e eligio
of his/he  o  hoi e. He o luded his spee h 
e alli g Golgi Bote a d Talo  Ruk o s o t i utio

to the i dige ous faith o e e t i  the state.

Ag i ultu e Mi iste  Wa gki Lo a g st essed
the eed fo  do u e tatio  a d p ese atio  of
the i dige ous ultu e. D . Jo a  Begi, the Chief
I fo atio  Co issio e , IFSCAP P eside t S i
Ligu Ta ho, Se eta  S i Bai Ta a a d e e s f o
N ishi Elite So iet  NES  a d A u a hal I dige ous
T i es Fo u  AITF  atte ded the ele atio .
O se a e of the I dige ous Faith Da  as ot
l i ited to the apital it  o l  a d as also
si ulta eousl  i  a ious pa ts of the state ith
eligious fe ou  a d gaiet .

Atte di g the ele atio  at Tezu, A t a d
Cultu e Mi iste  D . Mohesh Chai e-affi ed to the
people of the State that the ul i g State
Go e e t is dete i ed to uphold the ultu al
i teg it  of diffe e t t i es of the State. He stated
that The State Go e e t u de  the leade ship
of Chief Mi iste  S i Pe a Kha du is dete i ed
to uphold the ultu al i teg it  of diffe e t t i es
of ou  State. A d, I ei g the Mi iste  fo  A t a d
Cultu e ha e the espo si ilit  to a ds p o otio
a d p ese atio  of ou  i dige ous ultu e a d
t aditio s, i ludi g faith a d elief. E phasizi g
the eed fo  p ese atio  of o e s o  ultu e a d
t aditio s, D . Chai  said: We should e a e

ode it  ut e should ot let it o e shado  ou
ide tit .  D . Chai also stated that he as o ied

 the UNESCO listi g of a  lo al la guages a d
diale ts i  the list of e da ge ed la guages; he
u ged that e e  A u a halee should ealize thei
espo si ilit  a d si e el  de ote the sel es to

safegua d thei  l i guisti  di e sit .  Re i di g
a out the lega  of the people of A u a hal he
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o luded that It is ou  i di idual espo si ilit
to uphold the age-old ultu e a d t aditio s passed
do   ultiple ge e atio s.

Lohit Dist i t Deput  Co issio e  S i Ka a
Leki said that ha ge a d odifi atio  a e
i e ita le ith ti e, ut it should ot ha ge o
dis upt the t ue esse e of ou  t aditio s a d
ultu e. He alled fo  pea e a d o u al ha o

a o g all t i es i  the dist i t.

I  his spee h i  the ou se of the p og a e
o ga ised  the I dige ous Faith a d Cultu al
So iet  of A u a hal P adesh, Tezu U it, S i So i
Mu i, A ti g P eside t of IFCSAP, Tezu U it paid
ho age to Golgi Bote a d Talo  Ruk o a d
highl ighted the ai s, o je ti es a d the
i po ta e of I dige ous Faith Da  ele atio  i
the State. D . Tasi Taloh, P i ipal I di a Ga dhi
Go e e t College, Tezu also e phasized the

eed fo  p ese atio , p ote tio  a d p o otio
of i dige ous faith a d ultu e.

Hu d eds of elie e s ep ese ti g a ious
Ka gu Ga gis a d ep ese tati es f o  a ious

o u ities atte ded the I dige ous Faith u
Do i Polo Da  ele atio  at Gu i  Kii . S i Moji
Bag a, ho hai ed the da -lo g p og a e, said
that ou  ide tities a e esta lished  the faith a d

ultu e e e hi it a d it is i po ta t to i i e
ou  ultu al  alues a d p o ote pea e a d
ha o . S i Doi Ado, Chief Ad iso , Mogi O i,
P eside t Do i Polo De e T ust Co ittee a d
Ce t al Do i Polo Ka gu Ga gi Cou il Se eta
S i Doi Ka duk a d Vi e P eside t S i Ju da Le do
ela o ated the o ept of Do i Polois  a d
i dige ous faith a d alled upo  all elie e s to
take p ide i  it a d ake all out effo t to p ese e
a d p opagate it.

At Yazali, N ishi Elite So iet  NES  P eside t S i
Be gia Tolu  e ho ted the people gathe ed the e
to p ese e a d p ote t the Ide tit  of i dige ous
o u it , stati g that Loss of ultu e is loss of

ide tit .  He st essed that Wea i g t aditio al
atti e, speaki g ou  o  othe  to gue is
p ese atio  of ultu e; ut to p ese e ou
ide tit , ou ha e to p ese e ou  faith a d

eliefs.  The Medi al Offi e  Yazali  D . Tao Tassa

highl ighted the i po ta e of ele ati g the
I dige ous Faith a d Cultu e Da .

S i Na a  Chada, Jt. Se eta  NIFCS, Lo e
Su a si i iefed o  I dige ous Faith Da  a d
appealed to e e o e to p ote t, p ese e a d
p o ote i dige ous faith a d ultu e. The
p og a e as atte ded  NIFCS, Chai a ,
N eda  Na lo, Yazali, pu li  a d stude ts of Yazali

i le.

Atte di g the I dige ous Faith Da  ele atio
at Raga, lo al MLA a d Pa lia e ta  Se eta ,
A i al Hus a d  & Dai  De elop e t
Depa t e t, S i Ta a  Mu te  appealed to the
people to ai tai  thei  age-old ultu e a d
t aditio s to p ote t thei  ide tit . Respo di g to
a e o a du  su itted  N eda  Na lo,
NIFCS, Chai a  of I dige ous Faith a d Cultu al
So iet , Raga u it fo  o st u tio  of a uildi g fo
esea h a d do u e tatio  of N ishi ultu e a d

t aditio , the Pa lia e ta  Se eta  assu ed to
take up the atte  ith the go e e t ith
p io it .

Alo g ith est of state, Ti ap I dige ous People
So iet  TIPS  ele ated the I dige ous Faith Da
e thusiasti al l  at Neh u Stadiu , Kho sa.
Belie e s of I dige ous faith f o  Lap a , Chasa,
Tupi, Noksa, Thi sa a d Kho sa illage, tea he s
a d stude ts f o  a ious go e e t s hools
atte ded the ele atio . Add essi g the
gathe i g, ADC S i Te hu A a  u ged the pa e ts to
help thei  hi ld e  lea  othe  to gue a d
e ou age the  to speak it at ho e. B  lea i g
a d speaki g ou  o  la guages, he said, e a
p ese e ou  ultu e a d t aditio s. He also
appealed to o u it  e e s to ai tai
pea e a d ha o .

T i ap ZPC S i So tu g Ba gsia u ged the
gathe i g to lea  to lo e the ultu al he itage
passed do  th ough ge e atio s. TIPS P eside t
S i Sephua Wa gsu highlighted the i po ta e of
I dige ous Faith Da  a d the da ge  posed to
i dige ous la guages. He said that of the ea l

,  la guage i  the o ld, o e la guage dies i
e e  t o eeks. 
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Su se ue tl  a lo kade as i posed o  the
Mish is of Di a g egio  a d as a ou t of Rs. 

as de la ed as ash e a d. The lo kade ho e e
as e oked i   as the B itish Go e e t fou d

it i effe ti e a d alte ati el  a pu iti e e peditio
to Elope as p oposed ide File o.  Fo eig
Politi al August . Respo di g to the p oposal
fo  Pu iti e e peditio  put fo a d  Assista t
Politi al Offi e  Noel Willia so , the Se eta  to
the Go e e t of East Be gal a d Assa   hile

iti g to the Co issio e  of Assa  Dist i ts ide
lette  o. G, dated Shillo g, the th Jul  
o se es;-

The lo kade agai st the Mish is appea s to
ha e failed i  its o je t, i  as u h as Po go  Po ge
Dele  the pe pet ato  of the Dik a g out age i  ,
is at la ge, a d o i p essio  appea s to ha e ee

ade  the lo kade o  offe di g t i e. You
a o di gl  e o e d the ithd a al of the

lo kade a d the despat h of a pu iti e e peditio
to Elapoi  Elope  i  a o da e ith p oposals ade

 M . Willia so  i  his lette  o. G., dated d

Ap il , to add ess of the Deput  Co issio e
Lakhi pu  . You also u ge that if o fu the  steps e
take  to pu ish the offe de s i  this ase
Go e e t p estige o  the f o tie  is likel  to
suffe , a d fu the  out ages of a o e se ious atu e

a  take pla e .

The B itish t oop u de  Captai  Du das a d
Captai  Ne il   u de took a ilita  e peditio  to
Elope i  Ma h . The E peditio  tu ed out futile
as o o e ould e a ested. The t oop afte  ea hi g
the illage u t the houses, dest o ed ag i ultu al
fields, a oos a d hate e  dest u tio  the
ould do. The t oops sta ed i  illage fo  a  da s
a i g out dest u tio s a d etu ed a k.

The e t tu  of e e t o u ed i  De e e
 he  Taji Dele as a ested hile o i g to

Sadi a fo  t ade. I  a hast  a e  he as t ied a d
ha ged at Tezpu  Jail o  th Ja ua  .

F eedo  Wa es: The U su g He oes of Mish i Hills
Razzeko Dele

The th ee Mish is of Elope Ekh o e Dele, Rosha
Dele, a d Bapo Dele i  o de  to a e ge the

a t do  of Taji Dele atta ked the Niza ghat
Milita  outpost i  th No e e  . O e sepo

as killed a d se e al othe s i ju ed. The eafte ,
the B itish Go e e t pla ed to u de take o e

o e ilita  e peditio  agai st the Mish is of
Elope. While se di g the p oposals fo  a  e peditio
to pu ish the Mish is of Elope, the Chief
Co issio e  of Assa , Si  Ni holas D. Beatso -Bell
ga e the histo  of o f o tatio  as follo s:-

. The u de  of the ifle a  appea s to ha e
ee  ut a othe  step i  a lo g se ies of lood feuds.

I  the o th of Jul  , as epo ted i  pa ag aph
 of the Repo t o  the F o tie  T i es of Easte

Be gal a d Assa  fo  the ea  - , th ee
B itish su je ts e e u de ed  Be eji as ea
the Dik a g lo k-house. This out age see s to ha e

ee  o itted i  etaliatio  fo  the dete tio  i
jail of a a  a ed Po go , du i g the Mish i
E peditio  of . ... Afte  ha gi g of Taji Mide e
at Tezpu  Jail o  the th Ja ua  , i  his Repo t
o  the F o tie  T i es fo  the ea  -   M .
Du das, Politi al Offi e  of the Sadi a F o tie  T a t,
a ti ipati g the e e ge atta k ote;

I   his lette  of the th No e e  , of hi h
a op  as su itted to the Go e e t of I dia

ith  lette  No. -P., dated the th De e e
, M . Du das epo ted that he had e ei ed

i fo atio  that the pe so s espo si le fo  the
u de  of the ifle a  at Niza ghat e e

Ekh o e Mide e , Bapo Mide e  a d Kosa
Mide e  of Elapoi , a d it see s e tai  that the

u de  of the ifle a  at Niza ghat as the o k
of  Po go  a d his o fede ates i  etaliatio  fo
the ha gi g of Taji Mide e .

 The B itish Go e e t of I dia as, ho e e ,
a e se to a  so t of ilita  o it e ts  a d
the  asked that the ope atio s should e defe ed.

But i  De e e  , the Chief Co issio e

Co ti ued f o  the p e ious issuee....
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eope ed the atte , poi ted out ho  the  e e
supposed to e e e isi g loose politi al o t ol
i  these a eas as app o ed i  Despat h No. , dated
the st Septe e   a d Se eta  of State s
o de s dated the th No e e  , a d u de took
that the ope atio s ould e tail o isk of a
situatio  a isi g hi h ould ot e o t olled 
lo al fo es. The Go e e t of I dia ag eed o  the

st De e e  , ut o i g to the late ess of
the seaso  the e peditio  had to e postpo ed. It
took pla e u de  M . O Callagha  ho had
su eeded M . Du das, i  De e e  . The t oops
o a ded  Captai  R. P. A igail le t f o  the

d A.R.  a d Lieut. J.  Mu a  G a t, ith M .
O Callagha  as Politi al Offi e  ea hed Elope o  the

th De e e .  This ti e people  of  Elope hi h
o sisted  of    houses  de ided  to  di e tl   o f o t

the  B itish  Fo es. The

Mish is of Elope e e pushed a k fo i g the
to et eat as thei  a hetes a d a o s e e o

at h fo  the B itish gu s a d a tille ies. Po ge Dele
died fighti g. Colo el W. Shakespea e i  his ook
Histo y of the Assa  Rifles  epo ts the
o f o tatio  thus:

The fo e o ed out f o  Niza ghat i  O to e
up the left a k of the Di o g i e , the
p e ipitous atu e of the ou t  aki g the
p og ess of e  a d t a spo t oolies ost
diffi ult. Befo e ea hi g Elapoi  Elope  the
Mish is held a sto kaded positio  ell sited,

hi h ought a out a sha p little fight efo e it
as take . He e the la  lost a u e  of e ,

a o gst the  ei g Pa goo Po ge Dele , the
leade  of the t ou le, ho as shot dead. Elapoi
Elope  as dul  dest o ed, a d t o posts e e

left fo  a fe  o ths i  that pa t of the ou t
till all all fi es e e paid up

Si ila l , Si  Ro e  Reid, the Go e o  of Assa
f o   to  ote i  his ook Histo y of F o tie
A eas Bo de i g o  Assa  f o  -   as

elo :-

The  ea hed Elapoi  o  the th De e e . A
a ush as laid fo  ou  t oops a d o e Mish i

as shot ho e  fo tu atel  tu ed out to e
Po go  Mide e  hi self, the leade  a d i stigato
of the hole p e ious t ou le a d a o siste t

uisa e fo  so e  ea s. The e as o fu the
diffi ult  a d the t oops etu ed to Sadi a  th
Ja ua  . Pu ish e t as i fli ted he e
e ui ed a id a  outsta di g disputes settled.
The Chief Co issio e  as satisfied that the
esult of the e peditio  had go e fa  to e-

esta lish the autho it  of Go e e t afte  the
e fo ed o -i te e tio  of the last fe  ea s

Co lusio

The B itish elief afte  st Be eji a Mish i
E peditio  that the Be eji as ha e lea t the
st e gth of B itish po e  a d the efo e e e  st ike
the  agai  p o ed o g. The o sta t st uggle 
a s all t i al g oup also a ifests the u d i g spi it
to fight fo  the t i al ight a d p ide hi h is
i he e t i  the t i es of A u a hal P adesh.
Ho e e , the histo i al phe o e o  hi h had
i pa ted a d plagued B itish go e e t fo  ea l
a ua te  of e tu  is toda  o l  i  the do ai  of
dust  a hi al files a d ha e e o e su je t of fe
li es i  the ooks itte   I dia  histo ia s.
Nea l  all the histo ia s of No th East like H.K
Ba puja i P o le  of the Hill T i es of No th East
F o tie , -  a d M.L Bose Histo  of
A u a hal P adesh,  ha e just uoted fe  li es
of B itish offi e s hi h a e highl  de ogato  as ell
as o esided & p ejudi ed ie . O e a  fi d
ela o ate iti gs o  the su je t i  Ro e t Reid
Histo  of F o tie  A eas Bo de i g o  Assa  f o

- , [ ]  a d L. W Shakespea  Histo  of
the Assa  Rifles [ ]

The lo al lo e of the st uggle stil l e hoes i
Mish i Hills. The t i e still e e e the people ho
died fighti g the B itish a ti the t i al opp essi e
poli ies. The  fought fo  the t i al ethos, st uggled
fo  the f eedo  to li e the life  holdi g thei
heads high i  thei  o  la d.

A ade i  iti gs ha e appea ed o  the histo
of Po ge Dele a d Taji Dele. The U io  Pu li  Se i e
Co issio  Ci il Se i e E a  Mai  pape   had
a uestio  o  Taji Dele Taji Mede e .  Si ila l  a

ief ite up a d epo t as pu lished i  Easte
Pa o a a, August . I  the sa e spi it, Ti es of
I dia ele t o i  e sio  a ied histo i al esea h

iti g o  Septe e  ,  itte   A a esh
Mis a  titled, Assa : The e  idea of I dia u de
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atta k – Pa t III, li ks the i essa t st uggle of Po ge Dele a d Taji Dele to the la ge  f eedo  o e e t
of Assa .

With the p o la atio  of Sh i Na e d a Modi, the P i e Mi iste  of I dia to e og ise the t i al peoples
ho ha e fought agai st the B itish as f eedo  fighte s, the Idu Mish i ultu al a d Lite a  So iet

su itted a e o a du  to the hief Mi iste  of A u a hal P adesh Sh i Pe a Kha du o  th Ja ua
.

The sa e appeal as ade to Sh i Ki e  Rijiju, Ho le MOS Ho e o  d Jul  .

Glossa y of Misspelt E glish Na es a d A tual Idu Mish i Na es

A tual Idu Mish i Na e

Idu Mish is those ho  spoke Midu
diale t espe iall  esidi g i  the foothills
of Roi g egio .

Idu Mish is of Ithu Valle  espe iall
those ho speak Mithu diale t.

Po ge Dele Ea lie  t aditio all  it as
Midele la , o  the  a e k o   as
Dele .

Elope

E glish Misspelt Na e

Chullikatta Mish is

Be eji a Mish is

Po go  Mide e

Ela pu

Refe e es

A a esh Mis a Ti es of I dia ele t o i  e sio  titled, Assa : The e  idea of I dia u de  atta k – Pa t III
Assa  Se eta iat File o. -  Fo eig  A. Politi al Jul  , P oposal fo  a  E peditio  agai st Be eji a Mish is
Assa  Se eta iat File o.  Fo eig  Politi al August  P oposal to ithd a  the Blo kade agai st the Mish is

a d to despat h a Pu iti e E peditio  to Elapoi  i  Lakhi pu  F o tie s
Assa  Se eta iat File Nos. -  Politi al, B, De e e  ,
Easte  Pa o a a, August 
Ge e al Studies Mai s Pape , Ci il Se i e E a ,  ith uestio  o. , H, o  Taji Dele Taji Mide e
Ma ke zie, Ale a de ., . Histo  of the elatio s of the Go e e t ith the Hill T i es of the No th-East

F o tie  of Be gal Cal utta, . Co tai s i  Pt. I a histo i al a ou t of the deali gs of Go e e t ith the Mish is
pp. - .

Needha , J. ,F .  Repo t o  the Be eji a Mish i E peditio , - : Shillo g
Reid, Ro e t, Histo  of F o tie  A eas Bo de i g o  Assa  f o  - , , Delhi I dia Easte  Pu lishi g

House
Ro aldsha ’s Life of Cu zo , Vol. ,
Shakespea , L. W . Histo  of the Assa  Rifles : Lo do , Ma illa

The autho  of this a ti le is a  Assista t P ofesso  of Jo i  Taye g Go t. Deg ee College, Roi g. A d
a  e ea hed at azzeko@g ail. o )
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The p estigious K ish a Ka ta Ha di ui Natio al
A a d, , hi h a ies Rs  lakhs, a itatio  a d a

e e to, as p ese ted to S i Ha i Sha ka  B ah a,
the fo e  Chief Ele tio  Co issio e  of I dia o

 De e e ,   P of Jagdish Mukhi, the Ho le
Go e o  of Assa  i  a fu tio  o ga ised at P agj oti
Cultu al Co ple , Gu ahati. I  the sa e fu tio  the
K ish a Ka ta Ha di ui Natio al Fello ship hi h
offe s Rs si  lakh to ea h of the e ipie ts fo  a spa
of t o ea s, a itatio  a d a e e to ea h, as also
p ese ted to Mou tai ee  A shu Ja se pa a d

ite  Sha istha P ita .

S i Ha i Sha ka  B ah a, a
su essful - at h IAS offi e  of the
A dh a P adesh ad e, as the Chief
Ele tio  Co issio e  of I dia CEC
f o  Ja ua  ,  to Ap il , .
P io  to that he as o e of the Ele tio
Co issio e  f o   August . He
has o e see  t o Lok Sa ha ele tio s
a d at least o e ou d of Asse l
ele tio  i  e e  state.

Speaki g o  the o asio , Go e o
Mukhi heaped p aise o  the ole of
ope  edu atio  i  t a sfo i g li es
a d p o oti g a feeli g of
i lusi e ess. He said that Th ough
this a a d a d fello ship p og a e,
the K ish a Ka ta Ha di ui State Ope  U i e sit  has
sho  a e  good e a ple of its o it e t
to a ds so iet . Othe  p og a es of the
edu atio al i stitutio , like its o e tha   stud
e t es a oss the State a d its i itiati e to fa ilitate

edu atio  oppo tu ities to the jail i ates, a e also
lauda le.

I  his a epta e spee h, B ah a said that the
futu e of the State depe ded o  hu a  esou es
a d edu atio  ill pla  a e  i po ta t ole i  it.
All the p o le s li ked to us a e ostl  due to poo

edu atio , e it health a d h gie e, high i fa t a d
ate al o talit  ate, lo  life e pe ta  o

u e plo e t. He fu the  added that Mo eo e , i
toda s highl  o petiti e o ld, e ha e to e

K ish a Ka ta Ha di ui Natio al A a d p ese ted

ette  edu ated te h i all  a d a ade i all  to
su i e.

Ms. A shu Ja se pa, ho holds the o ld e o d
of dou le as e t of Mou t E e est i  a spa  of fi e
da s a d a e ipie t of the K ish a Ka ta Ha di ui
Natio al Fello ship, i  he  spee h u ged the Ce t e
to o e up ith a ell-defi ed poli  fo  p o oti g

ou tai ee i g a d ad e tu e spo ts. The othe
e ipie t of the fello ship, Ms. Sha istha P ita , is

a ell-k o  ite  ho is suffe i g f o  Spi al
Mus ula  At oph  disease si e he  hildhood.

While speaki g a out he self she said that I e
had ha dships i   life a d halle ges of all so ts.
Ho e e , I elie e that the o e halle ges e ha e,
the ette  e u de sta d life.  She fu the  added that
that o issues i fli ti g the hu a  a e a  e sol ed

ithout lea i g to lo e the people a d Natu e.

Ea lie , D . Hitesh Deka, Vi e Cha ello  of Gauhati
U i e sit  spoke o  the isio  a d a hie e e ts of
the a sit . He i fo ed that fi e fe ale a didates,

a el  Ms. Yashodha a Das, Ms. Bipasa Kalita, Ms.
So a Ro , Ms. Na ata Ba ua a d Ms. Sha a
Pa i , ho a e p epa i g to appea  fo  the UPSC
Mai s , e e gi e  s hola ships of Rs  lakh ea h.
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I  the hustle a d ustle of the it  life e e o e is
just u i g afte  thei  d ea s, goals a d hate e
o e ight sa , ut ho  a  a e a tuall  o  the ight
t a k to a hie e thei  ost o eted aspi atio . Most
of the ti e a  a e just t i g to outdo the othe

ithout ealizi g a out thei  a tual goals. The e is a
lot of o petitio  i  al ost all the fields, ut
so eti es the o petitio  is so fie e that people

e o e usie  i  o e taki g othe s fo getti g a out
thei  o  goals. The ke  is to fo us o  ou  o  goals
a d o k ith ut ost si e it , dedi atio  a d
assiduous ess to a ds a hie i g it. Also, it is
i po ta t to lea  f o  the istakes e o it. No
o e is pe fe t a d ea h o e of us is ou d to ake

istakes, ut it s i po ta t that e do t epeat
the . Moti atio  also pla s a ital ole he e . So e
people ha e thei  ole odels ho i spi e the  a d
keep the  goi g, the  t  to i i e the ualities of
thei  ole odels a d it s i deed a e  logi al a d
positi e thi g to do. O  the othe  ha d, e also ha e
to a ept the fa t that the e a e su h supe  su essful
people ho do t ha e a  idols o  ole odels, the
a e self- oti ated a d de elop a  i e  st e gth o
fo e that d i e the .  What is su ess? Ca  it e
al ulated i  te s of o e  ou ha e o  the po e
ou possess to i flue e othe s?  I feel su ess a ot
e ua tified o  al ulated i  o eta  te s. Fo

i sta e if a egga  gets a su  of  thousa d upees
it ould e a o plete p ofusio  fo  hi , if a iddle
lass a  gets it the  it ould e just good e ough

Su ess
Shi dhu Kash ap Bo puza i

fo  hi , ut if it goes to so eo e like Laksh i Mittal
the  it ould e o l  pea uts fo  the illio ai e
i dust ialist. So, su ess a t e ua tified i  te s
of o e  o  fo  that atte  i  a  ate ialisti

easu e, it is the p og ess i  life, o e s o ti uous
aug e tatio  i  life. What ou a e toda ,  ea s
do  the li e ou should e i  a u h ette  positio
i  life that ill e ou  g o th, ou  su ess. Ho
i po ta t is edu atio  fo  su ess a d i  ea hi g the
ulti ate goal i  life? We all k o  that Dhi u hai
A a i as  o ea s a  edu ated pe so  ut as
a eal ge ius ho ha ged the d a i s of the

usi ess o ld. We ha e a othe  e a ple S i N.R
Na a a  Mu th , a  e gi ee  ho sta ted I fos s ith
fe  of his e gi ee  f ie ds o t i uti g thei  sa i gs
a d e all  k o  he e I fos s is toda . I fos s

e a e supe  su essful e ause of thei  olle ti e
i tellige e, attitude, eti ulous ess, p ag atis
a d the a ilit  to judge a situatio , hi h is the ke .
Edu atio  is i po ta t ut judg e t is of g eate
i po ta e. Edu atio  a  ho e ou  i tellige e a d
i sti ts to judge a situatio  ette . Life s e pe ie e
also tea hes us a lot, g eate  the e pe ie e, ette

ou lea . Ho e e  ho  ui kl  ou lea  is of g eate
i po ta e. Ho  ou adapt to diffe e t o ditio s
a d utilize the a aila le esou es to ou  a i u
ad a tage ill dete i e ou  su ess o  failu e. I

ill o lude  sa i g that to a hie e eal su ess
o e ust fo us o  his d ea s a d o k positi el  to
a hie e it.

s ie e has esta lished a  ethodolog  to
disti guish the lood hethe  it elo gs to a Khasi, a
Be gali o  a Nepali a d it is a  u disputed fa t that
the lood of all hu a  ei gs is ed, o atte  hat
faith, aste o  eligio  he o  she elo gs to, so h  so

u h diffe e e.  I thi k it is high ti e that so iet
should ake up a d edu ate the people of I dia a d

it is also  appeal to the so iet  that the ti e has
o e to ake the people a a e a out thei

fu da e tal duties, spe ifi all , A ti le A hi h
speaks a out hu a it . I fu the  e tio  that o
pe so  a  p a ti e eligio  o  e o e spi itual, u til
a d u less he o  she e o es a good hu a  ei g

e ause hu a it  o es fi st, the  eligio .

***************************************************************************************
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The e e t e og itio  of Ku h Mela as the
I ta gi le Cultu al He itage of Hu a it   the

UNESCO is a atte  of g eat p ide a d elatio  fo
I dia s.

The I te go e e tal Co ittee fo
safegua di g the I ta gi le Cultu al He itage u de
the UN od  i s i ed Ku h Mela o  the

Rep ese tati e List of the I ta gi le Cultu al
He itage of Hu a it  at its th sessio  i  Jeju, South
Ko ea. The eeti g, hi h ope ed o  De e e  
a d e ded o  De e e   this ea . I dia  P i e
Mi iste  des i ed the a hie e e t as A atte  of
i e se jo  a d p ide fo  I dia,

 Ku h Mela, o side ed the o ld s la gest
o g egatio  of eligious pilg i s, joi s e

ele e ts f o  Bots a a, Colo ia, Ve ezuela,
Mo golia, Mo o o, Tu ke  a d the U ited A a
E i ates o  the list.

The i s iptio  of ele e ts o  the list helps
ou t ies hi h a e a pa t of UNESCO s o e tio

fo  safegua di g ultu al he itage to o ilise
i te atio al oope atio  a d assista e fo  e su i g

Ku h Mela e ei es UNESCO e og itio

that o u ities o ti ue to p a tise a d t a s it
su h aspe ts of thei  he itage.

The Ku h Mela, held i  Allaha ad, Ha id a ,
Ujjai  a d Nashik, ep ese ts a s eti  set of ituals
elated to o ship a d lea si g i  hol  i e s.

The i s iptio  of Ku h Mela as
e o e ded  the e pe t od  hi h e a i es

i  detail o i atio s  su itted  Me e
ou t ies.

T aditio all , fou  fai s a e idel  e og ized as
the Ku h Mela: the Ha id a  Ku h Mela, the
Allaha ad Ku h Mela, the Nashik-T i akesh a
Si hastha, a d Ujjai  Si hastha. These fou  fai s a e
held pe iodi all  at o e of the follo i g pla es 
otatio : Ha id a , Allaha ad P a ag , Nashik dist i t
Nashik a d T i ak , a d Ujjai . The ai  festi al

site is lo ated o  the a ks of a i e : the Ga ges
Ga ga  at Ha id a ; the o flue e Sa ga  of the

Ga ges a d the Ya u a a d the i isi le Sa as ati at
Allaha ad; the Goda a i at Nashik; a d the Ship a at
Ujjai . Bathi g i  these i e s is thought to lea se a
pe so  of all si s.

Mizo A a d, the ost p estigious a a d i stituted
 Mizo a s la gest e a ula  dail  Va glai i  as

e e tl  p ese ted to Ms. Jo  L. Pa huau, a p ofesso
i  the Ce t e fo  Histo i al Studies, JNU, i  e og itio
of he  e elle t o t i utio  i  the field of
a ade i s.  Ms. Jo  L. Pa huau is the thi d e ipie t
of this p estigious a a d. Fo e  Chief Mi iste  B ig
Sailo a d so ial o ke  M . Sa gtha ki a, Fathe  of
TNT Ce t e, a Ho e fo  o pha s, d ug addi ts a d

e tall - halle ged pe so s, e e the fo e
e ipie ts of the a a d.

While speaki g a out the a a d, M . K.  Sapda ga,
the Edito  of the dail  stated that the Mizo A a d  is
gi e  to e e pla  people i  diffe e t fields -
politi s, so ial o k, a ade i s, et . This ea , the
A a d Boa d sele ted Ms. Jo  L Pa huau to e ei e
the a a d to e og ise he  u pa alleled o t i utio
as ell as a hie e e ts i  he  hose  field of
a ade i s.

I  the ou se of the a a d e e o  at

Be a tla g Tou ist Ce t e o  Satu da  the th
De e e , , the fo e  e ipie t of the a a d,
Fathe  Sa gtha ki a ha ded o e  the a a d to Ms.
Pa huau. The a a d a ies Rs .  lakhs i  ash a d
a itatio .

P of. Ms. Pa huau, a  alu us of the U i e sit  of
O fo d, is the autho  of Bei g Mizo  the fi st detailed
eth og aphi  o k o  the Mizos i  post-i depe de e
I dia, fo uses o  the o te po a  issues su h as
pe eptio s a d ide tit  fo atio  i  the o te t of
No th East. The ook has ee  a a ded S eh Mahaja
P ize fo  the Best Book -  o  Mode  I dia
Histo   the I dia  Histo  Co g ess.

P of. Ms. Pa huau, ith Ms. Ta ika Sa ka  a d M .
Pius Maleka dathil, has o-autho ed Ch istia it  i
I dia: Issues of Cultu e, Po e  a d K o ledge , a d
The Ca e a as Wit ess – A So ial Histo  of Mizo a
ith M . Wille  a  S he del.  She has also to he
edit, a good u e  of a ti les pu lished i  the

atio al a d i te atio al jou als of epute.

***************************************************************************************
Mizo A a d,  p ese ted
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O  th De e e ,  the a ual da e of the
Khasis ette  k o  as the No gk e  da e o  Ka
Po la g , as pe fo ed at the t aditio al e ue,
the pala e IIi g Sad of the S ie  of Hi a Kh ie
at S it ith thousa ds of people atte di g the

e e o . No all ,  this t aditio al da e is
ele ated i  the o th of De e e  i  al l

sple dou  a d gaiet .

The e e o ial da e as pe fo ed i  the
ou t a d of the Ii g Sad that hed House  ith

u a ied gi ls, atti ed i  dazzli g  t aditio al

fi e , da ed i  ti  steps to the tu e of t aditio al
usi  of the duhalia the t aditio al usi ia s
hile the e , d essed i  t aditio al a oute

holdi g a hite ak hai  hisk i  o e ha d a d a
s o d i  o e ha d, su ou d the o e .

The pu pose of No gk e  Da e is to seek
lessi gs of Goddess Ka Blei S sha  fo  a

a u da t ag i ultu al ield a d elfa e of the
people. The festi al is also alled Ka Po la g

ea i g de apitatio  of goats si e the  a e
sa ifi ed a d offe i gs ade to the a esto s.

Dazzli g No gk e  Da e

A  i po ta t pa t of this festi al  i s Ka
Po la g  Ce e o , at hi h goats offe ed 
su je ts to the S ie  of Hi a Kh ie , a e
sa ifi ed a d offe i gs a e ade to the a esto s
of the uli g la  a d the deit  of Shillo g peak U-
Lei Shillo g .

I  the o ds of Balajied Si g S ie , the S ie
of Hi a Kh ie , These da es a d ituals a e a
o ti uatio  of the lega  esto ed upo  us si e

the a ie t da s  ou  a esto s a d the e has
ot ee  a  ha ges si e the  a d this festi al

is a testi o  of ou
g atitude to God.

The S ie  fu the
said that si e a  of
the da e s a e s hool-
goi g stude ts, We also
took this i to
o side atio  a d he e
e a e o ga izi g this

festi al of the Khasis i
De e e  as ost of
the stude ts a e getti g
thei  i te  eak f o
s hool.  B a i g the

i te  old, louded sk
a d l ight d izzle, the
No gk e  da e as
pe fo ed  o e tha

 plus gi ls a d o s.

He said that p a e s fo  pea e i  the so iet  a d
fo  good ag i ultu al ield ha e ee  the e t e of
the ituals pe fo ed. The fi e-da  lo g eligious
festi al of the Khasis, is pe fo ed to appease Ka
Blei S sha  a d seek his lessi gs fo  a ou t -
full ha est. I  the e e i g, afte  the No gk e
da e o ludes, the S ie  alo g ith the high
p iest pe fo  the Po la g  e e o , the
sa ifi e of goats hi h is a  i po ta t pa t of the
itual. 



***************************************************************************************

The elatio s et ee  Japa  a d Ma ipu  a e as
old as Se o d Wo ld Wa . Hu d eds of Japa ese

a io s laid do  thei  li es he e i  Ma ipu . Histo
is eplete ith the sad sto ies of a e  a d
sa ifi e.

Re e tl  a tea  of Japa ese delegates a e to
Ma ipu  o  a -da  isit to pa  thei  espe tful t i utes
a d to eite ate thei  solida it  ith thei  falle
he oes ho had sa ifi ed thei  li es du i g Wo ld
Wa  II. The p ese t isit as pa tl  i  espo se to the
i itatio  e te ded  the Ho le Go e o  i  the
ou se of the Sa gai Festi al Busi ess Su it held

i  Ma ipu .  The delegatio  as el o ed  S t.
Naj a Heptulla, the Ho le Go e o  of Ma ipu  at
the Raj Bha a . I  the i fo al eeti g that
follo ed, st e gthe i g of I do-Japa ese elatio s
took p e ede e o e  othe  issues. She eite ated

Sha ed othe hood of Ma ipu  & Japa

that ultu all  the e is a lose o e tio  et ee
I dia a d Japa  e ause I dia also follo s all the
th ee eligio s su h as Hi duis , Buddhis  a d
Jai is  hi h a e idel  a epted i  South East Asia.
She o luded that ot o l  i  te s of ultu al
elatio s, a e e  e di g elatio ship as uilt up
et ee  Japa  a d Ma ipu  e e  si e the Se o d

Wo ld Wa  that as fought et ee   a d . I
he  spee h fo  the e efit of the Japa ese delegates
she said that Japa  should help ui ld oads i
Ma ipu  fo  p o oti g o e ti it  ith the e ti e
South East Asia  ou t ies fo  hi h she is also
pu sui g the atte  ith the Go e e t  of I dia to
o st u t good oad o e tio s that ea h the e ti e

South East Asia  ou t ies.   Sho i g he  kee
i te est i  a  elatio ship et ee  I dia a d

Fo ed Co e sio  i  Madhya P adesh

Madh a P adesh it essed a e  sad i ide t of
eligious o e sio  i  hi h a Catholi  p iest as

a ested o  ha ges of fo ed eligious o e sio . I
the elee that follo ed the ehi le of a Catholi
p iest as set o  fi e, allegedl   the a ti ists of
Baj a g Dal. As a  afte ath of the i ide t se e al

e e s of the Ch istia  i o it  o u it  e e
allegedl  assaulted  the a ti ists the ight- i g
Hi du g oup at a poli e statio  i  Sat a, poli e said
o  F ida .

The Sat a Poli e sou es o fi ed the a est of
Fathe  Geo ge Ma galapi ll , ut the  de ied
allegatio s that the e e s of the le g  e e
assaulted at the poli e statio . I ide tall , Fathe
Ma galapill  is a p ofesso  at St Eph e s Theologi al
College i  Sat a.

The Ch istia s e e allegedl  i te epted a d
a used  Baj a g Dal a ti ists of o e ti g people

ith lu e a d fo e du i g a Ca ol-si gi g p og a e
i  Ja aha  Naga  Bhu kaha  illage ea  Sat a, a out

 k  f o  state apital Bhopal. The a est as ade
o  the asis of a o plai t lodged  o e S i

Dha e d a Ku a  Doha , ho said he as lu ed ith
o e  to o e t to Ch istia it . The Catholi  Chu h

of Madh a P adesh de ied the allegatio s of fo i le
o e sio  a d a used poli e of sidi g ith the Hi du

a ti ists. Eight othe  le g e  e e allegedl
detai ed he  the  e t to the Ci il Li es poli e
statio  to e ui e a out the a ested people.

Religious o e sio  is a se siti e issue i  I dia
ith Hi du g oups ofte  a usi g Ch istia
issio a ies of lu i g poo  illage s - th ough ash

a d ki d - to o e t to thei  faith. Madh a P adesh, a
BJP- uled state, has a  esti ated .  lakh Ch istia
populatio , as pe  the  e sus.

Fathe  Leo Co elio, the A h ishop of Bhopal
dio ese, des i ed the i ide t as epeated
sha eful a ts of the fu da e talists to ise a o e
the la  i  atta ki g the Ch istia  othe s ho a e
sp eadi g lo e, pea e a d othe hood . I  a
state e t Fathe  Leo Co elio lai ed that It is a
atte pt to di ide the so iet  ith false a usatio s
o  o e sio  to i g do  the de elop e t a d
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O  De e e  ,  the -da -lo g Li o o a
Spo ts Ca i al  featu i g ide a ge of ga es
a d spo ts i ludi g ate  afti g, foot all, olle all,

a atho , oga, ae o i  et . a e to its o lusio  at
the lo al foot all g ou d of Ka a.

Add essi g the gathe i g at the losi g e e o ,
the hief guest, Deput  Speake  S i Tu ke Bag a said
that spo ts has e e ged as o e of the iggest
i dust ies o ld o e . Heapi g p aise o  the lo al MLA
S i N a a  Ka ak fo  o ei i g the idea of o ga izi g
the a i al to p o ote health  o petitio  a o g
all PRI seg e ts of Li o o a o stitue , S i Bag a
said that this ill go a lo g a  i  fi di g out the
spo ts tale ts f o  the fa -flu g a d a k a d a eas
of the o stitue .

Pa lia e ta  Se eta  Spo ts a d Youth Affai s
a d lo al MLA S i N a a  Ka ak said that the Spo ts
Ca i al as o ei ed ith the oti e of ide tif i g
u al spo ts tale ts a d foste  spi it of tea o k a d

o e ess a o g a ious PRI fu tio a ies of the
o stitue . He dis losed that the d editio  of

Li o o a Spo ts Ca i al 

Spo ts Ca i al ill e held at Li o o a e t ea  to
oost the spi it of a a ade ie a o g the PRIs to

p o ote ga es a d spo ts.

West Sia g Deput  Co issio e  Ms. S etika
Sa ha  dis losed that Ka a to  is e e gi g as a
hu  of i po ta t a ti ities a d eeds a good i uit
house to eet up the eeds of a o odatio .

ADC Yo ha, S i Ruju  Raksap, ho as e t usted
the additio al ha ge of ADC Ka a fo  this ig e e t,
said that the spi it ith hi h the festi al as
o ga ised ill defi itel  eate a a e ess o  alue
of ga es a d spo ts. Speaki g o  ehalf of Ka a
Ba go Spo ts Asso iatio  hi h has ee  i st u e tal
i  o du ti g the Spo ts Ca i al, S i Goge Kato
e te ded g atitude to o e a d all fo  aki g the e e t
a g eat su ess.

I  the fi al Foot all at h pla ed o  the da , LBKN
eat KDPP -  to lift the i e s t oph . The hief

guest also ga e a a  p izes to the i e s of a ious
o petitio s o du ted du i g the -da -lo g

Li o o a Spo ts Ca i al .

Khasi poet Soso Tha  e e e ed

The th death a i e sa  of e o ed Khasi
poet Soso Tha  as o se ed   the Khasi Stude t
U io  KSU  Ma lai i le o  Mo da , the th

De e e ,   o ga izi g a de ate o petitio
fo  the outh of Ma lai.

The de ate o petitio  as o   Ms. E a isha
Patha  f o  Ma lai K to assa , ho as a a ded
the ash p ize of Rs , . , While Me. Baja ai Wa j i
f o  Ma k oh U shi g a e i  se o d, a d M .
La okla g Kho g i  f o  Ma lai No gk a
fi ished thi d.

The P ize Gi i g Ce e o  as hai ed  KSU
Ma lai i le Ge e al Se eta  M . Rap o la g
No g u . 

Speaki g o  the o asio , fo e  KSU leade  a d
No th East Stude t O ga izatio  Chai a  M . Sa uel
B J a e ited the poe s itte   Late Soso Tha
a d said that the essage Late Tha  o e ed
th ough his poe s still ha e a  i pa t a d ele a e
toda .

***************************************************************************************

Mea hile, the Se g K sie  Thiah, Soh a also
o e o ated the death a i e sa  of U Soso Tha

a d also e e e ed the o t i utio  of the fo e
S ie  of Hi a Soh a, Late Du a  Si g S ie .

A pa el dis ussio  as also held o  the topi  Wh
e ha e to espe t S ie  Du a  Si g .

Add essi g the gathe i g as Chief Guest, S ie  of
Hi a Soh a, M . Paie  F ee a  Si g S ie  said,
S ie  Du a  Si g has ee  tagged as S ie  tap

thlo g , ho e e  I feel that this is all politi s of
diffe e t Hi as.  He said that so e Hi as a e aki g
su h allegatio s agai st Hi a Soh a just to ta ish the
i age of S ie  Du a  Si g. The S ie  of Hi a Soh a
fu the  said that the e is a eed to e o e the tag of
S ie  tap thlo g  f o  S ie  Du a  Si g.

M . F ee a  Si g S ie  also said he is illi g to
o k togethe  ith Se g K sie  Thiah a lo al

o ga izatio  to fi d a s a d ea s to e o e the
tag agai st S ie  Du a  Si g.
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Sahit a Akade i a ou ed its a ual Sahit a
Akade i A a ds i   la guages o  st De e e ,
Thu sda . Se e  ooks of o el, fi e of poet , fi e
of sho t sto ies, fi e of lite a  iti is  a d o e of
pla  a d essa s ha e o  the Sahit a Akade i A a ds

.

The A a ds e e e o e ded  disti guished
ju  e e s ep ese ti g  I dia  la guages a d

app o ed  the E e uti e Boa d of the Sahit a
Akade i hi h et u de  the hai a ship of P of
V ish a ath P asad Ti a i, P eside t, Sahit a
Akade i.

It is atte  of g eat p ide a d satisfa tio  that
se e  of the a a ds ha e go e to litte ateu s of
Assa  a d th ee to the litte ateu s f o  ou  losest
No th East eigh ou s Ma ipu  a d A u a hal
P adesh.

Assa ese o elist S i Ja a ta Madha  Bo a as
hose  fo  the Sahit a Akade i A a ds  fo  his
o el Mo iahola . The a kg ou d of the o el is the

ha let Mo iahola that got su e ged i  the
B ah aput a. The autho  esea hed o  the illage
a d olle ted ate ials o  the so io-e o o i  a d

Sahitya A ade y A a ds, 
A dazzli g su ess fo  NE litte ateu s

ultu al aspe ts of the illage s fo   ea s f o  
to . Afte  ollati g all the data olle ted, S i Bo a
sta ted iti g the o el i   a d o pleted it i

.  A out his ea tio  o  the a a d S i Bo a said
that The a a d is e og itio  to  ha d toil.  A out
the o te t of his o el

S i Ja a ta Madha  Bo a, ho o ks i  the
Edu atio  Depa t e t of Assa  Se eta iat said that

I ha e efle ted the ealit  of the illage a d it
sig ifies the t agi  e osio  of alues a o g a ki d.
I e used this aspe t as a s ol fo  positi e ha ges.
Bo a fu the  a ed that this e osio  of alues a o g

a ki d is a da ge  sig al pa ti ula l  ith espe t
to la guage a d ultu e of Assa .  He added that if

e fail to a est this e osio  of alues i ediatel
the  the e  ide tit  of the Assa ese people ill

e at stake.  Ho e e  i  his t pi al ote, Bo a fi all
o luded: I  hopeful that su h a state ill e e
o e.  It is e essa  to e tio  he e that his o el
Mo iahola  agged the S ed A dul Malik a a d i

. Bo a has till o  s ipted eight sho t sto
olle tio s,  o els a d si  t a slatio s i to

Assa ese, t o esea h p oje ts, fi e hild e s
lite atu e, edited th ee ooks a d fou  agazi es.
The AIR has oad ast si  of his d a as. The e a e
se e al TV se ials of his sho t sto ies. He has e e
s ipted fo  o e fil .  A eside t of Pa ja a i a ea of
Gu ahati, he o igi all  hails f o  De gao .

Bodo ite  D . Rita Bo o as hose  fo  the Sahit a
Akade i A a ds  fo  he  o el Th isa  hi h

as pu lished  O su i Li a , Kok ajha  i  .
D . Bo o, is se i g as the Assista t P ofesso  i  Ta gla
College, Udalgu i as o  o  August ,  to S i
Mela a  Bo o a d S t. Saokhi Bo o a d hails f o
Jaluk a i illage of Ta gla i  Udalgu i dist i t. As of

o , she has o e tha  se e  ooks to he  edit,
esides a ti les pu lished i  diffe e t agazi es a d

jou als. He  eatio s i lude Go gse Okh a g i
Si gao No el- , M da gthi Sho t sto - ,
Aij i M thai Ga gse Fo a Bija  T a slatio - ,
N g J g i Ga ij g F i la Poet - ,
G da  Lathikho Poet -  a d A a a S ai



F tha ao J sa Mai ao T a slatio - . A out he
ea tio  o  e ei i g the a a d, D . Bo o said that

she as elated to hea  he  a e fo  the Sahit a
Akade i a a d a d added that it ould e a g eat
i spi atio  fo  he  to o ti ue he  eati e
e dea ou s.  I  additio  to he  lite a  ge ius D . Bo o
is also e  a ti e i  so ial o k field.  She held the
post of Ge e al Se eta  of All Bodo Wo e s Welfa e
Fede atio  ABWWF  a d late  e a e its V i e-
P eside t. She is also asso iated ith diffe e t so ial
o ga izatio s a d is dedi ated to the ideals of so ial

elfa e. The Bodo Sahit a Sa ha BSS , hile laudi g
D . Bo o fo  ei g sele ted fo  the Sahit a Akade i

a a d hoped that he  su ess ould i spi e the
up o i g ite s of this egio .

S t. Ma a g Dai of A u a hal P adesh ho
o all  ites i  E glish has also ee  hose  fo

the a a d i  the sa e atego  E glish  fo  he  o el
The Bla k Hill .

S i Raje  Toija a of Ma ipu  has ee  hose
fo  the a a d fo  fo  his Ma ipu i pla .

S i Ba ul Ta ul  of Assa  has ee  a o g the
a a dees i  the t a slatio  atego  fo  his Assa ese
t a slatio  of S i Mulk Raj A a d s lassi  T o Lea es
a d a Bud , titled Eti Koli Duti Paat .

S i Go i da Basu ata  of Assa  has o  the
a a d fo  Bodo t a slatio  of Gadda  o igi all
autho ed  S i K isa  Cha de , titled i  its o igi al

a e.

S t. Ra jita Bis as has ee  hose  fo  the a a d
fo  he  ook W itte  i  Tea s  hi h is E glish
t a slatio  of the Assa ese olle tio  of sele ted
sho t sto ies a d o ella  S t. A upa Pata gia
Kalita.

S i Nao e  Bid asaga  Si gha of Ma ipu  has also
ee  a o g the a a dees fo  his o k Ma i ahesh ,
hi h is the Ma ipu i t a slatio  of S i U ap asad

Mukhopadh a s Be gali t a elogue Ma i ahesh .

The Sahit a Akade i  Yu a Pu ashka  a a dees
i lude t o poets f o  Assa  S i P ita  Ba uah a d
S i Bijit G a Ra hia  – oth fo  poet .
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The glo ious Baithak Kha a of Gau ipu  oyal estate

It is i deed a e  sad sto . The histo i  Baithak
Kha a- u -Guest House of the Za i da s of the
Gau ipu  Ro al Estate is i  a e  dilapidated
o ditio . U less i ediate steps a e i itiated o  a

p io it  asis to p ese e the he itage Guest House,
hi h is a g eat e a ple of e uisite afts a ship,

a glo ious pa t of Assa s histo  ill e lost fo e e .
Raja P atap Cha d a Ba uah, the Za i da  of Gau ipu
Estate, shifted his apital to the p ese t Gau ipu  to
f o  Ra ga ati,  k  f o  Gau ipu  i  . He uilt
his pala e, Da a  House, T easu , Maha a a
Te ple, e uisitel  de o ated Baithak kha a i  a
a ea o e i g o e tha   ighas of la d a d uilt

i k alls a ou d the pala e o ple .

Afte  his death, his adopted so  P a hat Cha d a
Ba uah e a e the za i da  of the o al estate. He

as the a hite t of Gau ipu  to  a d t a sfo ed
the apital to  i to a ode  a d eautiful pla e
fo  li i g, taki g i to a ou t the odel of
Coo h eha , the apital of Ko h Ki g Na a a a a .
P a hat Cha d a Ba uah as so popula  that his
su je ts used to all hi  Raja Bahadu .

Du i g his te u e, the Baithak Kha a- u -Guest
House uilt i  f o t of the pala e as a e t e fo
stud , esea h a d edu atio . The Guest House had

 ell-fu ished oo s. Raja P a hat Cha d a Ba uah
i ited usi al t oupes f o  Kolkata a d used to
a a ge Jalsa  fo  his o  e te tai e t as ell as
his staff e e s.

Afte  the death of Raja Bahadu , his se o d so
P ak itish Cha d a Ba uah Lalji  e a e the Za i da
a d looked afte  the affai s of the estate. Afte  Lalji s
death, the Za i da i estate as ell as the fa il
p ope t  as di ided a o g the des e da ts.
Co se ue t upo  this di isio  the Baithak Kha a
a e u de  the o t ol of Late Upe  Gogoi, o e of

the so s-i -la  of the o al fa il , ho so eho
a aged the upkeep of the guest house, ut la ked

i  i o atio s. As a esult of the apath  i  pa t a d
la k of i agi atio  the Baithak Kha a g aduall
sta ted losi g its glo . Toda , the Guest House is l i g
a a do ed house a d u a ed.

It is eedless to st ess that the u i ue Baithak
Kha a- u -Guest House of the Za i de s of Gau ipu
is u dou tedl  a lega  of the people of Assa  a d a
state e t of the past glo  of the Assa ese ule s.
Ti e a d agai  the people f o  all se tio s of the
so iet  ha e u ged the State go e e t to take o e
the Baithak Kha a- u -Guest House a d p ese e it
as a He itage site ithout asti g a  o e ti e.

It is e s of g eat elatio  a d satisfa tio  that the
a e ou tai ee  f o  A u a hal P adesh, Miss A shu
Ja se pa has agged the K ish a Ka ta Ha di ui
Natio al Fello ship a a d e e tl  i  e og itio  of
he  e o d- eaki g feats i  the field. Ho le
Go e o  of Assa , D  Jagdish Mukhi p ese ted the
a a d to Miss A shu i  a fu tio  held at P agj oti
Cultu al Co ple , Gu ahati o  Mo da , the th

De e e , . The a a d o p ises of a itatio ,
t oph  a d Rs  lakh.

I  he  a epta e spee h, MNiss A shu hile
e te di g g atitude to KKHSOU fo  hoosi g he  fo
Natio al Fello ship a a d eite ated that
Mou tai ee i g & Ad e tu e Spo ts Poli  is the

eed of the hou . She also u ged the Go e e t of

Mou tai ee  A shu ags KK Ha di ui Natio al Fello ship a a d

I dia to de la e the o i g e  ea  , as
Ad e tu e Tou is  Yea  hi h, she said ill gi e a

ig oost  to ge e al a a e ess a d p o otio  of
spo ts th oughout the ou t .

While tha ki g Miss A shu fo  a epti g the KK
Ha di ui Natio al Fello ship a a  the KKHSOU
Vi e Cha ello  D  Hitesh Deka said that she is a
s ol of a  e po e ed o a . The VC i fo ed
that a ook o  he  ad e tu ous jou e  is i  the
pipeli e.

D  A oop J oti Choudhu , Regist a  of KKHSOU
app e iated A shu s g it a d dete i atio , hi h
he said the people a ou d the o ld sa  he  she

oke the Gui ess Wo ld Re o d held  Chu i
She pa  li i g Mt E e est t i e i  fi e da s.
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Ho ill Festi al, as the a e suggests, is a ed
afte  the I dia  Ho ill, the la ge a d olou ful fo est

i d hi h is displa ed i  the folklo e of ost of the
t i es of Nagala d. The Ho ill Festi al is held at
Naga He itage Village, Kisa a hi h is a out  k
f o  Kohi a. The ai  of the festi al is to e i e a d
p ote t the i h ultu al he itage of Nagala d a d
displa  its e t a aga za a d t aditio s. The state of
Nagala d is ho e to se e al t i es, hi h ha e thei
o  disti t festi als. The Ho ill Festi al p o ides
a olou ful i tu e of da es, pe fo a es, afts,
pa ades, ga es, spo ts, food fai s a d eligious
e e o ies. The festi al also e poses the ultu e a d

t aditio  of diffe e t t i al o u ities a d
ei fo es Nagala d s ide tit  as a u i ue state i

I dia s fede al u io .

The Ho ill Festi al of Nagala d, as is k o
a d pe ei ed toda , atio all  a d i te atio all ,
is the ul i atio  of the e t ao di a  effo ts of the
Go e e t of Nagala d, ho sta ted o ga izi g
this festi al f o  the ea   ith the o je ti e of
e ou agi g i te -t i al i te a tio  a d p o otio
of ultu al he itage of Nagala d. The -da  lo g
festi al is o all  o ga ized e e  ea  i  the fi st

eek of De e e , p efe a l  o  the st da  of
De e e  oi idi g ith the Nagala d Statehood
Da .

This ea , the -da  Ho ill Festi al, hi h is the
a ual sho pie e e e t of the state of Nagala d, as
i augu ated o  De e e   oi idi g ith its th
Statehood Da  ele atio s  S i Ra ath Ko i d,
His E elle  the P eside t of I dia.

The Ho ill  Festi al of  has epo tedl
att a ted a e o d , ,  isito s, hi h is a sha p

li  o pa ed to the p e ious ea s figu es of
, ,  isito s. M . Toka E Tu u i, a  offi e  of the

Depa t e t of Nagala d Tou is  said that a total of
, ,  isito s, i ludi g ,  fo eig  tou ists,

,  do esti  a d , ,  lo als had e jo ed the
festi al hi h lasted fo   da s.

The e ti e  da s of the festi al e e ot o l
full of fu  a d f oli  ut also a displa  of u i ue

Ho ill Festi al - The sho pie e e e t of Nagala d

p ese tatio  of t aditio al da e a d ultu al
p ese tatio .

Me e s of the Su i o u it  de o st ated
a  i dige ous ga e the  alled Apukhu Akikiti  Su i
fo  leg fighti g . The sho ase as fo  the o i g
sessio  of a seg e t Cultu all  You s.  Si i la l ,

e e s of the Ao o u it  pe fo ed fo  isito s
a da e fo  depi ti g attles of o e. The a ati e

o ti ued i  the pe fo a es of a ious othe
fello  t i es. 

Apukhu Akikiti is a t aditio al ga e pla ed  Su i
e  a d is a  i dige ous a tial ga e of the

o u it . It is usuall  pla ed et ee  t o e .
Ho e e , a  e pe t if he so halle ges, a  pla
agai st t o ju io s at a ti e. This ga e is also a
o petitio  of skills a d st e gth i  hi h pla e s

atte pt to i g do  the oppo e t  ki ki g. A
pla e  ho tou hes the g ou d e e  ith his fi ge
loses. Ho e e , the e is a st i t ule that a pa ti ipa t
should e e  e ki ked afte  he is do .

A othe  highlight to the seg e t as a  Ao
ultu al g oup pe fo i g A pu Tsu gsa g  Ao fo

a  da e . I  the past, as tales of a ti uities go,
he  headhu ti g as p a ti ed  the Naga

fo efathe s, Ao a io s had to fight e e ies to
p ote t thei  people a d illage. Whe  fa ed ith the
e e  i  attle, the  a hed fo a d ith loud a
a ies.

The Khia iu ga  p ese ted a othe  t aditio al
da e fo  of Naga t i es. A ultu al g oup f o  the
o u it  pe fo ed Elie zuiha g  i to  da e

du i g the o i g sessio  of Cultu all  You s. The
da e depi ted illage s etu i g to thei  illage afte
a su essful aid. The Elie zuiha g da e is pe fo ed

ith igou  a d ep ese ts a esol e to e e  thei
st e gth to defe d thei  illage. The    essage he e
is that u it  is the sou e of st e gth.

The Po hu  o u it  as ot fa  ehi d: A
ultu al g oup pe fo ed Mii ii Ko th i g  folk

da e  a d so g ele ati g a su essful hu t. I  the
pe fo a e the da e s halle ge thei  f ie ds i
ou ti g the u e s of a i als the  hu ted do
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du i g the hu ti g e peditio .

The Yi hu g ii t i e also sa g fo  the isito s a
so g a out feasts. I  the olde  da s, a feast is
o ga ized to sho ase o e s edi ilit , possessio ,

ealth a d popula it  a d to gai  highe  so ial status.
At the appoi ted ti e the host i ites his lose
asso iates, f ie ds a d eigh ou s, illage elde s a d
all the folks i  ge e al to the feast. The i itees a d
guests a e offe ed spe ial i e ee  a d food follo ed

 e aki g. The gathe i g the  a k o ledges
the phe o e al gestu e of the host a d i okes thei

lessi gs upo  the host s fa il

The Cha g, a othe  fa led o u it  of
Nagala d, also had o e th ills fo  the isito s. A
Cha g ultu al g oup pe fo ed Khii g Pup ii  Cha g
fo  a itual i  hi h fo eheads of o e  a e tattooed
du i g the afte oo  sessio  of Cultu all  You s  at
Naga He itage illage, Kisa a. I  the olde  da s,
Cha gsa g as di ided i to fou  la s a el  the U g,
the Ka gshou, the Lo ou a d the Ho ga g. A o di g
to t aditio s, the fo eheads of ladies e e tattooed
as a a k of ide tifi atio . I itiall , this as p a ti ed
o l   o e  of the U g Cla . Ho e e , the othe
la s also follo ed the p a ti e g aduall .

O e of the ost att a ti e pe fo a e as
p ese ted  the A u a h asese t oups. The
p ese ted the S o  lio  da e a d Yak da e hi h

e e u i ue i  the sel es.

The assi e tu out at the festi al p o ided the
isito s a ple oppo tu it  to take p ized photos a d

getti g a lo do  o  so e of the Naga ultu al
da es du i g the U it  Da e  pe fo ed  the 
t i es of the state.

The highlight of the festi al as the p ese e of
high le el politi ia s, Go e e t a d A
e e uti es, pe so s of e i e e a d dig ita ies f o
diffe e t fields. A ief epo t o  thei  ea tio s a out
the festi al is appe ded elo .

Nagala d Go e o , P B A ha a said, Ho ill
Festi al is desig ed i  su h a a e  that it oi ides

ith Statehood Da  Cele atio  hi h gi es a
oppo tu it  to all the Naga t i es to o e ge at o e
lo atio  to sho ase the est of thei  t i al ostu es,
so gs a d da e.

U io  Ho e Mi iste  Raj ath Si gh, Go e o  of

Odisha S C Ja i , Go e o  of A u a hal P adesh B ig
etd  B D Mish a, Ma ipu  CM N Bi e  Si gh,

A u a hal CM Pe a Kha du a d the Di e to  Ge e al
of Assa  Rifles Lt Ge  Shoki  Chauha  e e a o g
the se e al dig ita ies g a i g the festi al.

Nagala d Chief Mi iste  M . T R Zelia g  said that
the festi al gai ed popula it  despite the e ote ess
a d la k of p ope  i f ast u tu e. He i fo ed that
this has ee  possi le due to the olle ti e effo t of
all the stakeholde s ho e e i ol ed i  aki g the
festi al a g a d su ess.

Ma ipu  Chief Mi iste  N Bi e  Si gh ado ed the
Chai  of Chief Guest hile A u a hal P adesh Chief
Mi iste  S i  Pe a Kha du g a ed the e e o ies
held o  the fifth da  at He itage illage i  Kisa a as
the Guest of Ho ou . While add essi g the asse le
audie e S i Kha du st essed that A u a hal a d
Nagala d sha e se e al thi gs i  o o . He said i

oth states – Ho ill i d has g eat ultu al
sig ifi a e. He also said oth the states ha e g eat
ultu al di e sit  due to hi h people i  oth the

states ha e to use o o  la guages to i te a t ith
people f o  thei  o  state.

Lieute a t Ge e al A ha  K ish a, Ge e al Offi e
Co a da t-i - hief of the Easte  Co a d
atte ded the Ho ill Festi al as the Chief Guest o
De . . He o pli e ted the people of Nagala d o
the o asio  of the Statehood Da  hi h as
a hie ed o  De .  . He e p essed jo  to e a pa t
of the festi al a d o pli e ted the people of
Nagala d fo  ha i g t a sfo ed the Ho ill Festi al
i to a glo al  e e t ithi  a sho t ti e. Add essi g
the people Lieute a t Ge e al K ish a said, The
ultu al he itage, the t aditio al o u it  li i g a d

u i ue ess is a  e a ple fo  all of us to lea  a d
i i e a d this ust e p ese ed.  He stated that
all should dedi ate the sel es i  shapi g a e

pea eful p og essi e a d de eloped Nagala d a d i
that Assa  Rifles a d a  ill e the e to assist ou
i  hatsoe e  a e  possi le,  the updates uoted
hi  as ha i g said du i g the e e t.

O  th De e e ,  the festi al o luded at
the pi tu es ue Naga He itage V illage, Kisa a o
Su da  a id ega o fi es a d the tu es of Naga

a  ies a d eats of t aditio al log d u s
e e e ati g i  the a kg ou d. 
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P ofesso  Jagdish Mukhi, His E elle  the
Go e o  of Assa  ga e a all to the ouths to de elop
a i dset of thi ki g Natio  fi st a d self last  to

ake the ou t  o e st o g. The Ho le Go e o
as speaki g as the Chief Guest at the se e -da

Natio al I teg atio  Ca p of the Bha at S out a d
Guides held at the Jo hat Cou t Field f o  De e e

. It is fo  the fi st ti e that su h a a p has ee
o ga ised i  Assa .

The Go e o , ho is the P eside t of the State
u it of Bha at S out a d Guides, Assa  e i ded the
audie e p ese t o  the o asio  that I dia s st e gth
la  i  the e tu ies-old t aditio  of fi di g u it  i
di e sit , u it  a o g people elo gi g to a ious

o u ities, speaki g diffe e t la guages a d
o se i g a ied ituals.

He said that the di e se ultu al a d li guisti
p a ti es o se ed  the a ious o u ities a oss
I dia had foste ed u it   a  of sho i g espe t to
othe  o u ities.

P aisi g holdi g of a  e e t like the p ese t a p,
P ofesso  Mukhi said su h ki d of a ti ities p o ide
a  oppo tu it  fo  ultu al e ha ge a d a platfo
fo  i te a tio  a o g ou g i ds. He u ged the
up o i g ge e atio  to i i e the ha it of thi ki g
fo  the atio  fi st a d self last.

The Go e o  u ged the hild e  to thi k a out

Youths ust ise a o e selfish desi es

the State i  se o d positio , dist i t i  the thi d a d
fa il  i  the fou th a d fi all  self i  the last positio ,
as this ki d of thi ki g ill help i  ou te i g the
th eats posed  e tai  ele e ts p opagati g a ti-

atio al a ti ities i  a fe  po kets of the ou t .

Re alli g his s hool da s the Ho le Go e o  said
that he too as a S out a d had a ti el  pa ti ipated
i  the o ga isatio s a ti ities i  his ati e pla e

hi h as i  Pu ja  ea lie , ut o  is i  Ha a a.

Stati g that Bha at S outs a d Guides as a
a oth o ga isatio  a d helps i  p epa i g ette -

e uipped futu e itize s, the Go e o  said he hoped
the pa ti ipa ts i  the a p ill e a le to take a k
fo d e o ies a d alua le e pe ie es ith the .

Mt. A sa  Ali Haza ika, the Chief State
Co issio e  of Bha at S out a d Guides, Assa
deli e ed the el o e add ess hile the leade  of
the a p, i.e., the Ne  Delhi- ased Deput  Di e to
of the S outs  Bo  P og a e, S i A a  Bahadu
Chet i p ese ted a ief histo  of the o ga isatio
a d a ti ities to e u de take  du i g the a p. S i
Haza ika said that the a p as o igi all  s heduled
to e o ga ised at the i e  isla d Majuli, ut due to
so e p o le s o i g up i  the fi al stage, the

e ue as shifted to Jo hat.

O e   pe so s, i ludi g the tea he s
a o pa i g the tea s atte ded the a p.

Japa  i  ge e al a d Ma ipu –Japa  elatio ship i
pa ti ula , she e alled that I had dis ussed ith the
A assado  of Japa  ega di g the ilate al
elatio ship et ee  I do-Japa  a d Ma ipu -Japa

a d lea si g of Loktak Lake i  the p e ious ea .
The go e o  e uested the Japa ese tea  to isit
the Ma ipu  state useu  he e se e al a tefa ts
of the Wo ld Wa  II e e displa ed.

M . G o o Naka a u ho led the tea  of 
delegates said that the ai  pu pose of thei  isit

as to p a  at Japa  Wa  Me o ial Co ple  at Mai a
Lokpa Chi g, fo  the a  i ti s of the Japa ese a ,

the I dia  a  a d the i ilia s ho had died i
Wo ld Wa  II, pa ti ula l  i  Japa ese-I phal-Ladakh

a . M . G o o Naka a u e uested the Go e o
to take steps to i p o e the oad o e ti it  of
Ma ipu  so that Japa ese tou ists a  isit the state
a d help i  p o oti g Ma ipu  tou is .

As a gestu e of good- ill a d toke  of lo e, the
Japa ese delegates  gifted ite s to the go e o

hi h i luded a s a f p i ted ith s ol of o i g
Ol pi  Ga es. The go e o  of Ma ipu  also
p ese ted a ook a out Wo ld Wa  II to the Japa ese
delegates.

Sha ed othe hood of Ma ipu  & Japa
***************************************************************************************
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 If ou  so  akes f ie dship ith the diffi ult a d
lo g-ti e e e ies of ou  o  fa il  o  la  the
ho  do ou des i e hi  a d ho  do ou feel a out
his futu e? Will it ot e like ope i g the doo  to
ou tless t agedies? But i  I dia, su h thi g is o
ei g ope l  ele ated. Fo  past ouple of ea s o
o e the politi al leade s of e tai  pa ties ha e ee

taki g the o g step fo a d i  ha i g losed-doo
eeti gs ith the leade s of ou  e e  ou t ies.

What t a spi es et ee  the  is o iousl  agai st
the p ese t go e e t a d the atio s
fu da e tal ethos. Those leade s ha e ofte  ee
hea d to e s patheti  to a ds the te o ists o
those ho oa  agai st the atio  o  agai st its
pat ioti  alues. Yes, those leade s ju p fo a d to
defe d the sel es ho eak ha o  ith the
pea eful itize s of ou  ou t . So e leade s a e

apologeti  that e tai  NGOs/ edia/ eligious odies
should ot e ha assed i  the a e of fighti g the
te o ists a d ISIS. This is ho  ou t s leade s defe d
the da ge ous postu es of da ge ous outfits. Is ot it
so ethi g like i iti g g eate  t ou les to the atio
i  futu e?

Rise of PM Modi a d oa  of su e si e fo es
 Salil Ge ali

O e o de s ho  these politi al pa ties a d
i di iduals da e to ho o  ith the leade s of the

eigh ou i g e e  ou t ies ho a e al a s
agg essi e a d i  the o ati e ood.

Ve  e e tl , o e se io  leade  of o e of ou
atio al pa ties e e  s offed at P i e Mi iste  Modi

 alli g hi  a dep a ed ei g Nee h .  What a e
the ite ia fo  o e ei g o all  lo ? Has the PM
Modi falle  sho t of a  sta da ds of i teg it  o
o it e t to a ds his othe la d? We ot o l

k o  ut also see that he o ks si e el  a d is
si e el  t i g to fo ulate i o ati e pla s a d
s he es fo  the g eate  good of the atio ? Well, has
he ot ee  o stitutio all  ele ted  the people of
this ou t ? Wh  the edia is less agg essi e a d

o e defe si e fo  those t a sg esso s  ho ield
dagge s ehi d the a k.

Whatsoe e  e the politi al dispe satio  at the
e t e, su h ope  e ellio  agai st the Go e e t

does ot augu  ell fo  the atio  a d its .  illio
itize s.

the o e fou datio  of ou  ou t . It is pai ful to
oti e that the go e e t is i se siti e to a ds the

g o i g i tole a e o  i o ities,

S i Rajesh Hi ga ka , Supe i te de t of poli e,
Sat a ho e e  lai ed that the poli e ought all
le g e  – said to e a out  i  u e  to the

poli e statio  to es ue the  f o  the lut hes of
the a g  illage s. He fu the  i fo ed that e ept
the p iest all othe s e e allo ed to go ho e. It is

et to e k o  as to ho  the a  aught fi e,  he
added.

Talki g to Hi dusta  Ti es o e  pho e f o  the
poli e statio  F  Geo ge said the ultu al p og a e
at the illage as a outi e e e t held e e  ea
ahead of Ch ist as ele atio s. He alleged that o

ei g ought to the Poli e statio , the  e e fo ed
to s uat i  a oo  at the poli e statio  at ight i
i hu a  o ditio  ithout a  a  lothes.  S i
Yate d a Pathak, the Baj a g Dal s Dist i t Co e e
said that the  a e to lea  f o  elia le sou es that
the issio a ies e e lu i g people f o  the Dalit
lo alit  fo  o e sio . He, ho e e , de ied atta ki g
the i o it  o u it  e e s o  had a  ha d i
setti g the a  afi e.  I  his itte  o plai t, S i
Dha e d a Doha  alleged that Ch istia  o u it

e e s ha e ee  isiti g the illage fo  the past
t o ea s a d lu i g the poo  popula e ith o e
to o e t to Ch istia it . He i fo ed that Be ause
of thei  th eat a d lu e I ha e o e ted to Ch istia it .
The  ga e us a Bi le a d Rs  i  ash,  he said.

Fo ed Co e sio  i  Madhya P adesh
Co td. f o  Page 

***************************************************************************************







De Sha a as a B ah i  ho used to li e
ith his ife i  a e tai  to . O e da , his ife

ga e i th to a so  a d the  e e e  happ .

The B ah a i A d The Mo goose - Pa hata t a
Sto  Pi tu eO  the e  sa e da , a fe ale

o goose ga e i th to a a  o goose e  ea
his house. As desti  ould ha e it, the othe

o goose died soo  afte  the i th.

Whe  the  o se ed this, the  took pit  o  hi
a d the B ah i 's ife adopted the little o goose
a d sta ted looki g afte  hi  as his o  so .

The B ah a i A d The Mo goose - Pa hata t a
Sto  Pi tu eShe se ed he  o  east ilk to oth
he  o  so  a d the little o goose, athed the
togethe  a d put oil o  the  togethe . She as a
fo d othe  fo  oth of the . Both he  so  a d the

o goose e e e  fo d of ea h othe , a d spe t
all the ti e togethe .

Ho e e , she as ot a fool a d k o i g that
the o goose as a  a i al i  ealit , she al a s
kept a gua d, "He is a o goose a d ill soo
de elop the a i al i sti ts that he has i he ited
f o  his spe ies. So e da , he a  ha   o
so . I shall al a s keep a at h o  hi ."

The B ah a i A d The Mo goose - Pa hata t a
Sto  Pi tu eO e da , she had to fet h so e ate .
So, she put he  so  to ed, a d hile goi g outside

ith the pit he , asked he  hus a d to keep a at h.
She said, "I a  goi g to the ell to fet h so e ate .
Please look afte  ou  so  a d ake su e the

o goose does ot hu t hi   istake."

The B ah i  as a eless. Without i fo i g
his ife, he got p epa ed a d e t to eg fo  al s
lea i g the little o goose a d thei  so  alo e 
the sel es.

As it happe ed, du i g the e  ti e the  e e
alo e, a poiso ous s ake e te ed the house th ough

The B ah a i a d the Mo goose

a hold a d sta ted app oa hi g the B ah i 's so .

The B ah a i A d The Mo goose - Pa hata t a
Sto  Pi tu eWhe  the o goose sa  this, he
atta ked his atu al e e  to defe d the hild, ho

as like a othe  to hi . Although he as s all
a d the s ake as st o g, he fought ith all ight
a d it the s ake i to pie es a d e e tuall  killed
the s ake. His outh a d la s e e all s ea ed

ith the s ake's lood.

The little o goose as e  p oud of itself; a d
aited outside the house fo  the B ah i 's ife.

He as eage  to sho  his othe  ho  a e he
as.

K o i g he  hus a d's a eless ess, the
B ah i 's ife as te sed a d as etu i g i  a
hu  he  she sa  the little o goose o i g
to a ds he . She oti ed that he as o e ed i

lood, a d ithout thi ki g, ju ped to the
o lusio  that the o goose ust ha e atta ked

he  so .

The B ah a i A d The Mo goose - Pa hata t a
Sto  Pi tu eA ge ed a d f ust ated, she th e  the
hea  pit he  - full of ate , that she as a i g
o  the little o goose. The little o goose as
se e el  ou ded.

She a  i side, a d she as a azed to see he
so  safel  sleepi g i  his adle. She the  sa  the
s ake ea  the adle that had ee  to  i to sh eds.

 At o e she ealized hat had happe ed. She
as hea t- oke  ith the thought of ha i g hu t

the little o goose, ho as like a so  to he .

 Not k o i g ho to la e, he  he  hus a d
etu ed ho e, she e plai ed, a d the  e e oth
e  so  fo  the suffe i g of thei  se o d so .

 The ise i deed say:

Thi k ha d a d do ot do a ythi g i  haste.
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