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OŶ last Ϯϭst FeďƌuaƌǇ, ϮϬϭϴ, I had the pƌiǀilege
of atteŶdiŶg a fuŶĐtioŶ oƌgaŶised to Đeleďƌate
the IŶteƌŶatioŶal Motheƌ LaŶguage DaǇ. I had aŶ
idea of the puƌpoƌt aŶd ƌeleǀaŶĐe of the daǇ ďut
laĐked the iŶ-depth kŶoǁledge as to ǁhǇ the
UNESCO deĐided to dediĐate this daǇ to ŵotheƌ s͛
laŶguage. I leaƌŶt that the daǇ is dediĐated to
the ŵeŵoƌǇ of fouƌ studeŶts of Dhaka UŶiǀeƌsitǇ
iŶ eƌstǁhile East PakistaŶ ǁho ǁeƌe killed duƌiŶg
a pƌotest ƌallǇ aiŵed at upholdiŶg the ƌight to
use BeŶgali agaiŶst the iŵpositioŶ of Uƌdu ďǇ
West PakistaŶ.

Loǀe foƌ oŶes ŵotheƌ toŶgue is a uŶiǀeƌsal
pheŶoŵeŶoŶ. A Đhild͚s fiƌst ĐoŵŵuŶiĐatioŶ ǁith
its ŵotheƌ is alǁaǇs iŶ a laŶguage that is spokeŶ
ďǇ its ŵotheƌ. The ƌiĐhŶess of the laŶguage oƌ
the Ŷuŵďeƌ of its useƌs is of Ŷo ĐoŶseƋueŶĐe.
SloǁlǇ ǁheŶ the Đhild gƌoǁs up aŶd takes to
ŵiǆiŶg ǁith its ďƌethƌeŶ iŶ the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, its
attaĐhŵeŶt to his ŵotheƌ s͛ laŶguage solidifies.
TheŶ, ǁheŶ the tiŵe Đoŵes to take up leaƌŶiŶg
thiŶgs foƌ the life ahead, the ŵotheƌ toŶgue
Đoŵes to its aid, foƌ it feels ŵoƌe Đoŵfoƌtaďle to
tƌaŶsaĐt iŶ its ŵotheƌs toŶgue. TodaǇ, it is
uŶiǀeƌsallǇ aĐĐepted that to fosteƌ holistiĐ
deǀelopŵeŶt of aŶ iŶdiǀidual, leaƌŶeƌs ŵust haǀe
aĐĐess to eduĐatioŶ iŶ theiƌ ŵotheƌ toŶgue to
ďegiŶ ǁith. It is thƌough the ŵasteƌǇ of the fiƌst
laŶguage oƌ ŵotheƌ toŶgue that the ďasiĐ skills
of ƌeadiŶg, ǁƌitiŶg aŶd ŶuŵeƌaĐǇ aƌe aĐƋuiƌed.
LoĐal laŶguages, espeĐiallǇ ŵiŶoƌitǇ aŶd
iŶdigeŶous, tƌaŶsŵit Đultuƌes, ǀalues aŶd
tƌaditioŶal kŶoǁledge, ǁhiĐh plaǇ aŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt
ƌole iŶ pƌoŵotiŶg sustaiŶaďle futuƌes.

We all kŶoǁ that LaŶguages aƌe the ŵost
poǁeƌful iŶstƌuŵeŶts of pƌeseƌǀiŶg aŶd
deǀelopiŶg taŶgiďle aŶd iŶtaŶgiďle heƌitage of a
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. WheŶ laŶguages fade, the ƌiĐh
tapestƌǇ of Đultuƌal diǀeƌsitǇ also fades. So loŶg

IŶteƌŶatioŶal Motheƌ LaŶguage DaǇ

as the laŶguages aƌe aliǀe aŶd kiĐkiŶg, the
Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶ of that ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ƌeŵaiŶ
ǀiďƌaŶt. TodaǇ ŵaŶǇ of ouƌ ŵiŶoƌ laŶguages aƌe
dǇiŶg, Ŷot ďeĐause the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ does Ŷot like
theŵ aŶǇŵoƌe ďut ďeĐause theiƌ laŶguage does
Ŷot help theŵ iŶ theiƌ eĐoŶoŵiĐ upliftŵeŶt.  It is
a ǁell kŶoǁŶ faĐt that iŶ oƌdeƌ to suƌǀiǀe,
Đultuƌes gƌaǀitate toǁaƌd the laŶguage of poǁeƌ,
espeĐiallǇ ǁheŶ it ƌepƌeseŶts eĐoŶoŵiĐ
oppoƌtuŶities. Theƌe is aŶotheƌ ƌeasoŶ ǁhǇ the
laŶguages of ŵiŶoƌ gƌoups of people aƌe fadiŶg
aŶd dǇiŶg. As a ŵatteƌ of politiĐal stƌategǇ, the
doŵiŶaŶt ĐoŵŵuŶities alǁaǇs tƌǇ to sƋueeze out
sŵall laŶguages to eƌase the liŶguistiĐ ideŶtitǇ
of the people theǇ ǁish to suďjugate aŶd ƌule.
Theƌe is aŶotheƌ ƌeasoŶ ǁhǇ soŵe of the
laŶguages aŶd dialeĐts pƌaĐtiĐed ďǇ sŵall
ĐoŵŵuŶities aƌe ďeiŶg suffoĐated to eǆtiŶĐtioŶ.
The ŵost plausiďle ƌeasoŶ is peƌhaps the Ŷuŵďeƌ
gaŵe, aŶ iŶtegƌal paƌt of deŵoĐƌatiĐ sǇsteŵ of
politiĐs. The doŵiŶaŶt ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ǁaŶts to
estaďlish theŵselǀes as a ŵajoƌitǇ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ
to ŵaiŶtaiŶ theiƌ hold oŶ poǁeƌ. Foƌ theŵ theiƌ
ŵotheƌ toŶgue should ďe the uŶĐoŶtested aŶd
uŶƌiǀalled laŶguage, otheƌs ŵaǇ go to hell.

We ŵust uŶdeƌstaŶd that the laŶguages
Ŷeǀeƌ diǀide people. It ƌatheƌ uŶites people ďǇ
helpiŶg theŵ uŶdeƌstaŶd eaĐh otheƌ, iŶspiƌiŶg
theŵ to ǁoƌk togetheƌ foƌ a ĐoŵŵoŶ goal. Ouƌ
poliĐǇ should ďe of adŵiƌatioŶ foƌ otheƌ͛s
laŶguage. We ŵaǇ take the Đase of Noƌth East.
Heƌe huŶdƌeds of ĐoŵŵuŶities aƌe liǀiŶg togetheƌ
foƌ ĐeŶtuƌies, eaĐh pƌaĐtiĐiŶg theiƌ oǁŶ
laŶguages aŶd dialeĐts. The tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶities
of Noƌth East aƌe liǀiŶg eǆaŵple of liŶguistiĐ Đo-
eǆisteŶĐe, uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg aŶd toleƌaŶĐe. NoŶe
ĐaŶ Đite a siŶgle eǆaŵple of fight oǀeƌ laŶguage
aŵoŶgst theŵ. Let us eŵulate theŵ aŶd help
otheƌ laŶguages to gƌoǁ uŶhiŶdeƌed.



Heritage Explorer March 20185

BoƌŶ oŶ ϯƌd JaŶuaƌǇ ϭϴϯϭ aŶd ŵaƌƌied to a gƌeat
soĐial ƌeǀolutioŶaƌǇ JǇotiďa Phule, Saǀitƌiďai PhulaǇ
ǁas the fiƌst IŶdiaŶ ladǇ of Bƌitish IŶdia to iŶitiate
diffeƌeŶt aĐtiǀities foƌ soĐial eŵaŶĐipatioŶ of ǁoŵeŶ
iŶ Mahaƌashtƌa. AŵoŶg the ŵost pioŶeeƌiŶg ǁoƌks
she did ǁith heƌ husďaŶd ǁas the estaďlishŵeŶt of a
sĐhool iŶ PuŶe foƌ the loǁ-Đaste giƌls iŶ ϭϴϰϴ. She also
disĐhaƌged the ƌole of ladǇ teaĐheƌ foƌ the giƌls iŶ the
sĐhool igŶoƌiŶg the Đaste ƌestƌiĐtioŶ theŶ folloǁed
ďǇ the tƌaditioŶal IŶdiaŶ soĐietǇ. IŶ Đouƌse of tiŵe
Saǀitƌiďai suĐĐeeded iŶ settiŶg up altogetheƌ ϭϴ suĐh
sĐhools.

With the aĐtiǀe ĐoopeƌatioŶ of V ishŶu Shastƌi
Bapat, a ƌeŶoǁŶed peƌsoŶalitǇ of ĐoŶteŵpoƌaƌǇ
Mahaƌashtƌa, JǇotiďa lauŶĐhed fiƌst eǀeƌ ŵoǀeŵeŶt
foƌ ǁidoǁ–ƌeŵaƌƌiage. FiŶallǇ oŶ Ϯϱth JulǇ ϭϴϱϲ the
ƌeŵaƌƌiage of ǁidoǁs ǁas ŵade legal. The PhulaǇ
Đouple theŶ staƌted touƌiŶg the ĐouŶtƌǇside to
geŶeƌate puďliĐ suppoƌt iŶ faǀoƌ of the pƌaĐtiĐe of
ǁidoǁ–ƌeŵaƌƌiage. At the saŵe tiŵe Saǀitƌiďai aŶd
JǇotiďa staƌted ĐaŵpaigŶiŶg foƌ ĐoŶdeŵŶiŶg the
pƌaĐtiĐe of iŶfaŶtiĐide aŶd as a pƌoof of theiƌ
ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt to the Đause staƌted a Đhild-Đaƌe hoŵe
iŶ theiƌ oǁŶ house. TheǇ eǀeŶ adopted the soŶ of a
BƌahŵiŶ ǁidoǁ aŶd Ŷaŵed hiŵ YashǁaŶt. TheǇ
ďƌought hiŵ up like theiƌ oǁŶ soŶ. The Đouple also
took aŶotheƌ uŶpƌeĐedeŶtedlǇ ďold step of
peƌsuadiŶg the ďaƌďeƌs to ďoǇĐott toŶsuƌiŶg the heads
of ǁidoǁs, the ill ĐoŶĐeiǀed pƌaĐtiĐe iŵposed theŶ
espeĐiallǇ oŶ the BƌahŵiŶ ǁoŵeŶ.

IŶ those daǇs the pƌaĐtiĐe of usiŶg Haldi-kuŵkuŵ
ďǇ ŵaƌƌied ǁoŵeŶ ǁas ĐoŵŵoŶ aŵoŶgst the uppeƌ
Đaste ǁoŵeŶ oŶlǇ. She felt that the pƌaĐtiĐe is a good
oŶe to ďe folloǁed ďǇ all foƌ the sake of ƌestoƌiŶg the
digŶitǇ of ŵaƌƌied ǁoŵeŶ as ǁell as to help ŵaiŶtaiŶ
the soĐial haƌŵoŶǇ aŶd doŵestiĐ happiŶess. Saǀitƌiďai
theƌefoƌe staƌted oƌgaŶiziŶg ͞Get-togetheƌ͟s of the
ǁoŵeŶ folk to populaƌize the Đustoŵ of usiŶg Haldi-
kuŵkuŵ ďǇ all ŵaƌƌied ǁoŵeŶ as a ŵaƌk of theiƌ
happǇ aŶd loŶg ŵaƌƌied life.  Heƌ uŶiƋue effoƌt
ďƌought a sea ĐhaŶge iŶ the soĐietǇ aŶd a ďig Ŷuŵďeƌ
of ǁoŵeŶ of all deŶoŵiŶatioŶs fƌoŵ so Đalled loǁeƌ
Đastes, ǁho ǁeƌe iŶǀited to these ͞Get-togetheƌs͟
foƌ the fiƌst tiŵe, staƌted adoptiŶg the pƌaĐtiĐe ǁith a

Saǀitƌiďai Phule – The PioŶeeƌ of WoŵaŶ EŵaŶĐipatioŶ
E. Rajesh Pathak

gusto. IŶ this ƌeǀolutioŶaƌǇ iŶitiatiǀe of Saǀitƌiďai,
ŵotheƌ of ͞SaƌǀjaŶik kaka͟ [GaŶesh Vasudeǀ Joshi]
ǁoƌked shouldeƌ to shouldeƌ ǁith heƌ.

Saǀitƌiďai also ƌaised heƌ ǀoiĐe of pƌotest agaiŶst
the ƌestƌiĐtioŶ iŵposed oŶ the uŶtouĐhaďles to
ĐoŶsuŵe ǁateƌ fƌoŵ the puďliĐ souƌĐe. To ŵitigate
the iŶjustiĐe, she aŶd heƌ suppoƌteƌs aŶd folloǁeƌs
theƌefoƌe ŵade ŶeĐessaƌǇ aƌƌaŶgeŵeŶts of ǁateƌ foƌ
theŵ thƌough the ǁateƌ taŶks of theiƌ oǁŶ houses.

MaŶǇ of the gloƌious iŶitiatiǀes of Saǀitƌiďai aŶd
heƌ assoĐiates attƌaĐted the atteŶtioŶ of the
eŶlighteŶed people of the soĐietǇ. TakiŶg iŶspiƌatioŶ
fƌoŵ heƌ,  ŵaŶǇ of the fƌieŶds aŶd otheƌ eŶlighteŶed
peƌsoŶalities of uppeƌ-Đastes like Sakhaƌaŵ YashǁaŶt
PƌaŶjpaǇ, Sadashiǀ GoǀiŶd Sathe, Sadashiǀ GoǁaŶdaǇ,
to Ŷaŵe a feǁ, eǆteŶded theiƌ ĐoŶtƌiďutioŶs aŶd full
heaƌted suppoƌt to theiƌ ǁoƌks. The loĐal BƌahŵiŶs
pƌoǀided the plaĐe foƌ the sĐhools to ďe ƌuŶ ďǇ theŵ
iŶ Budhǁaƌ Peth iŶ PuŶe.  The BƌahŵiŶs also took up
the ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ of teaĐhiŶg the studeŶts theƌe.

Wheƌeǀeƌ Saǀitƌiďai ŶotiĐed eǆploitatioŶ oƌ
iŶjustiĐe, she aĐted uŶfliŶĐhiŶglǇ foƌ its ƌeĐtifiĐatioŶ.
She ǁas a Đƌusadeƌ aŶd fought ƌeleŶtlesslǇ agaiŶst
Đhild-ŵaƌƌiage to Sati-sǇsteŵ, aďoƌtioŶ, pƌostitutioŶ,
paƌtiĐipatioŶ of ǁoŵeŶ iŶ oďsĐeŶe daŶĐe
pƌogƌaŵŵes, disĐƌiŵiŶatioŶ agaiŶst ǁoŵeŶ iŶ ƌegaƌd
to iŶheƌitaŶĐe aŶd all otheƌ soĐial eǀils that Đaŵe to
heƌ ŶotiĐe. She ĐoŶtiŶued heƌ ŵissioŶ of soĐial-
eŵaŶĐipatioŶ foƌ loŶg foƌtǇ Ǉeaƌs.

Afteƌ heƌ husďaŶd JǇotiďa͛s  deŵise, oŶ the
peƌsuasioŶ of Bhai PaƌŵaŶaŶd—oŶe of the fouŶdeƌs
of HiŶdu Mahasaďha— Baƌoda kiŶg ŵade the
aƌƌaŶgeŵeŶt fƌoŵ the Baƌoda Goǀt. to pƌoǀide
ŵoŶetaƌǇ-ƌelief to Saǀitƌiďai aŶd heƌ soŶ, YashǁaŶt.
WheŶ gƌoǁŶ up YashǁaŶt ďeĐaŵe a doĐtoƌ, he opeŶed
a hospital iŶ PuŶe iŶ ϭϴϵϳ to tƌeat the ŶeedǇ aŶd the
pooƌ. Saǀitƌiďai heƌself ǁould loǀiŶglǇ atteŶd eaĐh
patieŶt. So deeplǇ she eŶgaged heƌself iŶ seƌǀiŶg the
patieŶts of the hospital that oŶe daǇ she heƌself
ďeĐaŵe a patieŶt aŶd left foƌ heƌ heaǀeŶlǇ aďoǀe oŶ
ϭϬth MaƌĐh ϭϴϵϳleaǀiŶg heƌ legaĐǇ of self saĐƌifiĐe aŶd
seƌǀiĐe to huŵaŶitǇ. 
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Theƌe aƌe tǁo ǀeƌǇ stƌoŶg aƌguŵeŶts that theƌe is
Ŷo seaŵless, uŶiŶteƌƌupted IŶdiaŶ tƌaditioŶ aŶd if
theƌe is oŶe, ǁho iŶheƌits it as ǁe aƌe diǀided oŶ
laŶguage, Đaste, ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd ƌeligious liŶes. SuĐh
aƌguŵeŶts aƌe adǀaŶĐed ďǇ ŵost of the liďeƌal
thiŶkeƌs as theǇ folloǁ the ǁaǇ the West has
ĐoŶstƌuĐted IŶdia aŶd its Đultuƌal tƌaditioŶ. The West
applies iŶ its iŶƋuiƌies a ďiŶaƌǇ appƌoaĐh aŶd Đoŵpaƌes
all thƌough the ǁesteƌŶ eǇe. IŶdia as ǁe kŶoǁ is a
diǀeƌse ĐouŶtƌǇ aŶd pluƌal iŶ Đultuƌal pƌaĐtiĐes.
Hoǁeǀeƌ, these diǀeƌsities Đoŵe to soŵe alliaŶĐe to
ďe Đalled as IŶdiaŶ Đultuƌe/IŶdiaŶ tƌaditioŶ. It is Ŷot a
ƌeligioŶ ďut a Đultuƌe that is BhaƌatiǇata aŶd its
ŵaiŶstaǇ is HiŶduisŵ. S. N. BalgaŶgadhaƌ, a Pƌofessoƌ
of Coŵpaƌatiǀe SĐieŶĐe of ReligioŶs at GheŶt
UŶiǀeƌsitǇ, Belgiuŵ puts the saŵe idea iŶ his aƌtiĐle
͚To Folloǁ Ouƌ Foƌefatheƌs: Natuƌe of TƌaditioŶ .͛ He
saǇs that HiŶduisŵ is the oŶlǇ ƌeligioŶ that teaĐhes
Ǉou to ͚keep faith ǁith Ǉouƌ fatheƌs, ǁho kept faith
ǁith theiƌ foƌefatheƌs, aŶd ǁeƌe ďlessed iŶ so doiŶg...
The oŶlǇ ƌeasoŶ to pƌaĐtise a tƌaditioŶ is the faĐt that
ǁhat is pƌaĐtised is a tƌaditioŶ, aŶd that is ǁhat it
ŵeaŶs to ďe a HiŶdu .͛ He theŶ goes oŶ to giǀe aŶ
aĐĐouŶt of his gƌoǁiŶg up Ǉeaƌs leaƌŶiŶg fƌoŵ his
ŵotheƌ, ǀisitiŶg teŵples, ƌeadiŶg PuƌaŶas ďut hoǁ
he Ŷeǀeƌ felt that all those thiŶgs that he iŶteƌŶalized
oƌ studied haǀe ŵade hiŵ spiƌitual oƌ ƌeligious.

The aĐĐouŶt that BalgaŶgadhaƌ giǀes is Đleaƌ that
tƌaditioŶ iŶ its foƌŵ aŶd foƌŵatioŶ gets iŶteƌŶalized
aŶd iŶ HiŶduisŵ, theƌe is ŶothiŶg doĐtƌiŶaiƌe like
ChƌistiaŶitǇ oƌ Islaŵ so that oŶe folloǁs a path as giǀeŶ
ďǇ a holǇ ďook. Without aĐĐess to iŶstitutioŶal ageŶĐǇ
iŶ the foƌŵ of a pƌiest aŶd a ŵaulaŶa to iŶteƌpƌet the
holǇ ďook, oŶe does Ŷot ƋualifǇ as a faithful. OŶ the
ĐoŶtƌaƌǇ, iŶ HiŶduisŵ, theƌe is Ŷot a siŶgle holǇ ďook.
OŶe Ŷeed Ŷot go to a pƌiest Ǉet folloǁ oŶe s͛ tƌaditioŶal
pƌaĐtiĐes. Faith theƌefoƌe is Ŷot the pƌeƌogatiǀe of a
siŶgle peƌsoŶ oƌ a gƌoup. AŶǇ IŶdiaŶ/HiŶdu oƌal
Đultuƌal tƌaditioŶs ƌeĐeiǀe ĐoŶtiŶuitǇ as theǇ aƌe
passed oŶ fƌoŵ the oldeƌ to the ǇouŶgeƌ geŶeƌatioŶs.
We kŶoǁ that Đultuƌe is dǇŶaŵiĐ aŶd ĐhaŶge is
iŶeǀitaďle. Hoǁeǀeƌ, the Đoƌe of aŶǇ Đultuƌe that is

Oƌal TƌaditioŶs of Noƌth-East
Pƌof Sujit K Ghosh

tƌaditioŶ ŵaǇ get ŵodified iŶ its pƌaĐtiĐe ďut does
Ŷot esseŶtiallǇ ĐhaŶge. Most of ouƌ tƌaditioŶs aƌe
oƌallǇ tƌaŶsŵitted aŶd theiƌ pƌaĐtiĐes aƌe guided ďǇ
ouƌ eldeƌs. Saŵe goes foƌ tƌiďal soĐieties aŶǇǁheƌe
iŶ the ĐouŶtƌǇ. EaĐh aspeĐt of theiƌ ďeiŶg aŶd
ďeĐoŵiŶg Đoŵes fƌoŵ oƌallǇ tƌaŶsŵitted tƌaditioŶ.

The SeŵitiĐ ƌeligioŶs oǀeƌeŵphasize ǁoƌds of the
Loƌd as iŶsĐƌiďed iŶ the holǇ ďooks. The faithful should
folloǁ theŵ oƌ else theǇ ǁould iŶǀite the ǁƌath of
the pƌiests/ŵaulaǀis. The poiŶt heƌe is the diffeƌeŶĐe
ďetǁeeŶ the ǁƌitteŶ aŶd the oƌal Đultuƌe. The IŶdiaŶ
gƌeat ďooks haǀe oƌigiŶated oƌallǇ aŶd ĐoŶtiŶued to
ďe ƌetold oǀeƌ aŶd oǀeƌ foƌ ŵilleŶŶia, ďefoƌe theǇ
ǁeƌe sĐƌipted aŶd ƌepƌoduĐed iŶ diffeƌeŶt laŶguages.
This tƌaditioŶ is stƌoŶglǇ ƌooted iŶ a ŵeŵoƌǇ Đultuƌe
puttiŶg the highest pƌeŵiuŵ oŶ huŵaŶ ŵiŶd aŶd its
ĐapaĐitǇ to ƌeŵeŵďeƌ. Sǁaŵi V iǀekaŶaŶda has
defiŶed the ǁoƌds Risias ŵaŶtƌadƌastha, ŵeaŶiŶg the
oŶe ǁho sees thoughts. The thoughts of the
Đoŵposeƌs of the Vedas haǀe Đƌeated a stƌoŶg oƌal
tƌaditioŶ ǁhiĐh is ĐoŶŶeĐted to ŵeŵoƌǇ Đalled Sŵƌuti.
Sŵƌuti is esseŶtiallǇ sƌuti, ǁhat is heaƌd is
ƌeŵeŵďeƌed. Theƌefoƌe, the oƌal Đultuƌe iŶ IŶdia is
uŶdisputedlǇ a ǀeƌǇ ƌefiŶed ŵeĐhaŶisŵ that aligŶs
thought, ŵeŵoƌǇ aŶd ƌepƌoduĐtioŶ iŶ ǁhiĐh all
appaƌatuses of the ǁhole huŵaŶ ŵiŶd Đoŵe to plaǇ.
PƌoŶuŶĐiatioŶ, gƌaŵŵaƌ aŶd otheƌ geŶeƌiĐ pƌiŶĐiples
haǀe eŶuŶĐiated this oƌal Đultuƌe. EǀeŶ todaǇ, all ouƌ
ƌituals aƌe oƌallǇ peƌfoƌŵed, aŶd theƌe is haƌdlǇ aŶǇ
use of ǁƌitteŶ teǆts eǆĐept iŶ speĐial oĐĐasioŶs.
Theƌefoƌe, to folloǁ ouƌ foƌefatheƌs ŵeaŶs that iŶ
IŶdia, Đultuƌe is ďoth eŵďodied aŶd eŵďedded.

 The IŶdiaŶ oƌal tƌaditioŶ ǁas thƌeateŶed ďǇ the
ĐoloŶialists as theǇ ǁeƌe iŶ faǀouƌ of eǀeƌǇthiŶg
ǁƌitteŶ aŶd doĐuŵeŶted folloǁiŶg the ChƌistiaŶ
pƌaĐtiĐe. Fƌoŵ this eŵeƌged a Ŷeǁ tƌeŶd iŶ ǁhiĐh
ǁƌitteŶ doĐuŵeŶts ďeĐaŵe the staŶdaƌd eǀideŶĐe foƌ
tƌuth. Neǁ iŶstitutioŶs ǁeƌe Đƌeated aŶd
teĐhŶologies adopted to eŵpoǁeƌ the ǁƌitteŶ/pƌiŶt
Đultuƌe oǀeƌ the oƌal. It ǁas possiďle ďeĐause of the
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The God of all Souls
Dƌ MaiŶa Saƌŵa

Shiǀa, the ultiŵate ďeŶefaĐtoƌ, is kŶoǁŶ as the
dispelleƌ of daƌkŶess, ďeĐause, as the poiŶt of light
he is the ultiŵate souƌĐe of kŶoǁledge, aŶd is also
Đalled SǁaǇaŵďhu ŵeaŶiŶg, oŶe ǁho ŵaŶifests oŶ
his oǁŶ. He is the iŶĐoƌpoƌeal supƌeŵe, self-
luŵiŶous, ƌadiaŶt, ĐoŶsĐieŶtious poiŶt of ďlissful
light.

Shiǀa liŶgaŵ is the oŶlǇ sǇŵďol oŶ eaƌth, ǁhiĐh is
uŶiǀeƌsallǇ aĐĐepted aŶd ƌeĐogŶised. If ǁe go thƌough
the faĐts that aƌe aǀailaďle to us fƌoŵ the histoƌiĐal
eǆĐaǀatioŶs, aŶĐieŶt ƌeligious liteƌatuƌe, tƌaditioŶ aŶd
folkloƌe, ǁe ĐaŶ fiŶd that Shiǀa is the supƌeŵe soul
ďeiŶg aďoǀe aŶd ďeǇoŶd the ďouŶdaƌies of Đaste,
Đƌeed aŶd ƌeligioŶ. ReliĐs of Shiǀa ǁoƌship haǀe ďeeŶ
fouŶd iŶ EgǇpt, GƌeeĐe, Roŵe aŶd ŵaŶǇ otheƌ
ĐouŶtƌies. All aŶĐieŶt aŶd ŵodeƌŶ faiths iŶ the ǁoƌld
ďelieǀe iŶ the foƌŵ of god as light. ChƌistiaŶs ďelieǀe
that Moses had a diǀiŶe ǀisioŶ of a flaŵe-like iŵage
of god. TheǇ Đall hiŵ J͚ehoǀah .͛ Chƌist as ǁell as Guƌu
NaŶak, the fouŶdeƌ of Sikhisŵ, said that god is oŶe
aŶd he is light. EaƌtheŶ laŵp iŶ teŵples aŶd ǁaǆ
ĐaŶdles iŶ the ĐhuƌĐhes aƌe lighted to sǇŵďolize god s͛
foƌŵ. IŶ JapaŶ, theƌe is a seĐt, the ŵeŵďeƌs of ǁhiĐh
ĐoŶĐeŶtƌate oŶ aŶ oǀalshaped stoŶe Đalled ChiŶkoŶ
Seki ǁhiĐh ŵeaŶs the peaĐe-giǀeƌ. RuiŶs iŶ Caŵďodia
shoǁ that the ǁoƌship of Shiǀa liŶga pƌeǀailed iŶ the
aŶĐieŶt tiŵe also. Theƌe is aŵple aƌĐhaeologiĐal
eǀideŶĐe to shoǁ that the aŶĐieŶt EgǇptiaŶs,
PhoeŶiĐiaŶs, Aƌaďs, Gƌeeks, AŵeƌiĐaŶ IŶdiaŶs, aŶd
IŶdoŶesiaŶs ǁoƌshipped the oǀal stoŶe. Shiǀa͛s
ǁoƌship is the oldest ǁoƌship kŶoǁŶ to ŵaŶ aŶd the
ĐoŶĐept of god as the foƌŵ of light is uŶiǀeƌsal iŶ
ĐhaƌaĐteƌ.

 MaŶǇ people ĐoŶfuse the deitǇ ShaŶkaƌ ǁith Shiǀa.
But the depiĐtioŶ aŶd the attƌiďutes of the tǁo ŵake
it Đleaƌ that theǇ aƌe diffeƌeŶt eŶtities. ShaŶkaƌ is a
deitǇ haǀiŶg a huŵaŶ foƌŵ aŶd he is alǁaǇs shoǁŶ
sittiŶg iŶ a ŵeditatiǀe state ofteŶ ďefoƌe a ShiǀliŶg. It
is Đleaƌ that he is ŵeditatiŶg oŶ aŶ eŶtitǇ higheƌ thaŶ
hiŵ. ShaŶkaƌ is oŶe of the ĐƌeatioŶs of the Đƌeatoƌ
Shiǀa. He is ďestoǁed ǁith the task of destƌuĐtioŶ of
the ǁoƌld ǁheŶ it ƌeaĐhes a stage of eǆtƌeŵe
degƌadatioŶ at the eŶd of the KaliǇuga. It is ďeĐause

Shiǀa aŶd ShaŶkaƌ aƌe tǁo diffeƌeŶt eŶtities that it is
Đalled Shiǀaƌatƌi, Ŷot ShaŶkaƌ-ƌatƌi.

Shiǀa is kŶoǁŶ as the Tƌikaldaƌsi oƌ the oŶe ǁho
kŶoǁs the thƌee aspeĐts of tiŵe. SiŶĐe he has
kŶoǁledge of the thƌee ǁoƌlds – the Đoƌpoƌeal, the
suďtle, aŶd the iŶĐoƌpoƌeal ǁoƌld – the aďode of all
souls, aŶd the supƌeŵe soul hiŵself, he is Đalled
TƌilokŶath. He is Đalled the Tƌiŵuƌti ďeĐause he is the
Đƌeatoƌ of the thƌee suďtle deities – Bƌahŵa, VishŶu
aŶd Mahesǁaƌ thƌough ǁhoŵ he peƌfoƌŵs the thƌee
tasks of ĐƌeatioŶ of a Ŷeǁ ǁoƌld, its susteŶaŶĐe aŶd
destƌuĐtioŶ of the ǀiĐious old ǁoƌld.

The ĐeleďƌatioŶ of Shiǀaƌatƌi ŵaƌks the iŶĐaƌŶatioŶ
of god Shiǀa iŶ this ǁoƌld. This iŵplies that he is Ŷot
oŵŶipƌeseŶt. The ǁoƌd ͚Ǉoga͛ ŵeaŶs uŶioŶ, liŶk oƌ
ĐoŶŶeĐtioŶ ďetǁeeŶ tǁo distiŶĐt eŶtities ŶaŵelǇ, the
soul aŶd the supƌeŵe soul. Yoga ǁould ďeĐoŵe
ŵeaŶiŶgless if god ǁeƌe to ďe oŵŶipƌeseŶt. Most
people do ĐoŶsideƌ that god is the supƌeŵe fatheƌ
aŶd Ǉet it is siŵultaŶeouslǇ ďelieǀed that he is pƌeseŶt
eǀeƌǇǁheƌe.

God Shiǀa peƌfoƌŵs the tƌiple fuŶĐtioŶs of
ĐƌeatioŶ, susteŶaŶĐe aŶd destƌuĐtioŶ at the
ĐoŶflueŶĐe oƌ the eŶd of KaliǇuga aŶd ďegiŶŶiŶg of
SatǇaǇuga ďeĐause this is the peƌiod of ƌejuǀeŶatioŶ
oƌ ƌeŶeǁal of the old ǁoƌld iŶ the ǁhole tiŵe ĐǇĐle.
This is the tiŵe ǁheŶ god iŶĐaƌŶates iŶ a huŵaŶ ǁhoŵ
he Ŷaŵes Bƌahŵa. Bƌahŵa is the Đoƌpoƌeal ŵediuŵ
of the iŶĐoƌpoƌeal Shiǀa thƌough ǁhoŵ he iŵpaƌts
spiƌitual kŶoǁledge to the souls to ĐoŶƋueƌ the ǀiĐes.
The fastiŶg ďǇ deǀotees oŶ Shiǀaƌatƌi is a
ĐoŵŵeŵoƌatioŶ of this foƌsakiŶg of ǀiĐes.

 TodaǇ, ǁheŶ uŶƌighteousŶess aŶd iŵŵoƌalitǇ
haǀe spƌead all oǀeƌ the ǁoƌld, the supƌeŵe soul Shiǀa
ǁho is kŶoǁŶ also as Yogesǁaƌ ;the loƌd of
ŵeditatioŶͿ is iŵpaƌtiŶg the godlǇ ŵessage of ͚Be Ǉogi
aŶd ďe puƌe͛ ďǇ teaĐhiŶg tƌue spiƌitual kŶoǁledge aŶd
Raj Yoga thƌough the spiƌitual ĐhildƌeŶ of Bƌahŵa. It is
his pƌoŵise ƌeĐoƌded iŶ the Shƌiŵad Bhagaǀad Gita
aŶd theƌe aƌe pƌophesies ƌeĐoƌded iŶ otheƌ sĐƌiptuƌes,
that ǁheŶ theƌe is utteƌ iƌƌeligiousŶess,
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Feǁ ŵoŶth ďaĐks, the teƌŵ ͚ǇouthƋuake ,͛ Đaŵe to
ŵǇ ŶotiĐe foƌ the fiƌst tiŵe. It ǁas utilized as aŶ
iŵpoƌtaŶt tool foƌ aŶ eleĐtioŶ ƌallǇ of a foƌeigŶ
ĐouŶtƌǇ. The teƌŵ is Ƌuite ƌeĐeŶt aŶd oŶe ǁoŶdeƌs
ǁhetheƌ it is iŶĐluded iŶ the latest editioŶ of the Neǁ
Oǆfoƌd DiĐtioŶaƌǇ. The ĐoŶteǆtual utilitǇ of the teƌŵ
asseƌts Ŷeǁ peƌspeĐtiǀes ƌelatiŶg to Ǉouth ďeiŶg
deĐisiǀe faĐtoƌ iŶ this eƌa. Poǁeƌ, eŶeƌgǇ, ŵotiǀatioŶ,
asseƌtioŶ of Ǉouth ĐaŶ ďe Đoŵpaƌed ǁith
͚eaƌthƋuake ,͛ ǀiďƌatioŶ of eaƌth suƌfaĐe as ǁell as
ǀiďƌatioŶ iŶ Ǉouth iŶ teƌŵs of ƌeasoŶaďle, eŶeƌgetiĐ
thought. The pƌeseŶt gloďal sĐeŶaƌio ǁitŶesses the
eŵeƌgeŶĐe of Ǉouth poǁeƌ iŶ ŵultidiŵeŶsioŶal
peƌspeĐtiǀes. Not oŶlǇ iŶ spoƌts, ďut teĐhŶologǇ,
Đƌeatiǀe liteƌatuƌe, pƌiŶt oƌ eleĐtƌoŶiĐ ŵedia,
eŶtƌepƌeŶeuƌship, tƌade aŶd ĐoŵŵeƌĐe, eĐoŶoŵǇ,
iŶteƌŶatioŶal ƌelatioŶs, eŶteƌtaiŶŵeŶt aŶd fashioŶ
iŶdustƌies, soĐial ŶetǁoƌkiŶg, laǁ, health, eduĐatioŶ,
defeŶĐe, politiĐs aŶd leadeƌship iŶ eǀeƌǇ field, the
pƌeseŶĐe of Ǉouth poǁeƌ is iŵŵeŶselǇ felt. The
plaŶŶeƌs aŶd poliĐǇ ŵakeƌs haǀe alƌeadǇ staƌted
fƌaŵiŶg plaŶs, pƌogƌaŵŵes aŶd poliĐies keepiŶg the
͚Ǉouth͛ aĐƌoss the ǁoƌld iŶ theiƌ ŵiŶds. IŶ IŶdiaŶ
peƌspeĐtiǀes, theƌe is good Ŷeǁs foƌ all ĐoŶĐeƌŶed.
The populatioŶ ĐeŶsus of ϮϬϭϭ has pƌojeĐted aŶ
iŶteƌestiŶg statistiĐs. IŶdia is the seĐoŶd laƌgest
populous ĐouŶtƌǇ aĐƌoss the gloďe. Out of the total
populatioŶ, the ƌepƌeseŶtatioŶ of the age gƌoup that
Đoǀeƌs the Ǉouth gƌoup is the doŵiŶaŶt oŶe, as oŶe
of iŵpoƌtaŶt keǇ aspeĐt of the ĐeŶsus. This pool of
Ǉouth gƌoup is the asset of a ĐouŶtƌǇ, if pƌopeƌlǇ
utilized aŶd ĐhaŶŶelized, pƌoǀidiŶg adeƋuate sĐope
aŶd spaĐe to tƌaŶsfoƌŵ iŶto huŵaŶ ƌesouƌĐe. The
goǀeƌŶŵeŶt has gƌeateƌ duties aŶd ƌespoŶsiďilities
to Ŷuƌtuƌe aŶd guide theŵ Ŷot oŶlǇ foƌ a ďetteƌ futuƌe
of theiƌ iŶdiǀidual puƌsuits, ƌatheƌ, to ƌealise the
dƌeaŵ of skilled aŶd deǀeloped IŶdia. It is happǇ to
Ŷote that the pƌeseŶt goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ďoth at the ĐeŶteƌ
aŶd state, haǀe left Ŷo stoŶe uŶtuƌŶed to utilize the
poǁeƌ of Ǉouth iŶ appƌopƌiate diƌeĐtioŶ ďǇ plaŶŶiŶg
aŶd iŵpleŵeŶtiŶg a laƌge Ŷuŵďeƌ of sĐheŵes foƌ
Ǉouth eŵpoǁeƌŵeŶt.

IŶ the pƌeseŶt ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes, ouƌ pƌiŵe ĐoŶĐeƌŶ
is to foĐus oŶ the Ǉouth of the tƌiďal soĐietǇ of Ŷoƌth

YouthƋuake iŶ Tƌiďal CoŶteǆt
Dƌ RaŶga RaŶjaŶ Das

east. TheǇ aƌe eǆposed to the ŵodeƌŶ situatioŶ,
ŵodeƌŶ tƌeŶds aŶd ĐhaŶgiŶg peƌspeĐtiǀes. Theiƌ
fuŶĐtioŶ aŶd ƌole is ƌelatiǀelǇ of ŵoƌe sigŶifiĐaŶĐe
aŶd aƌe Ŷot liŵited to ŵiĐƌosĐopiĐ diŵeŶsioŶs at
iŶdiǀidual aŶd faŵilǇ leǀel, ƌatheƌ, at a ŵaĐƌo leǀel
that has aŶ oǀeƌǁhelŵiŶg effeĐt to the eŶtiƌe soĐietǇ.
TheǇ haǀe to aĐt as a keǇ plaǇeƌ, ŵotiǀatoƌ, guidiŶg
faĐtoƌ aŶd lead theiƌ soĐieties fƌoŵ the fƌoŶt. The
tƌiďal soĐieties of this ƌegioŶ haǀe a gloƌious soĐio-
Đultuƌal heƌitage passed oƌallǇ aĐƌoss the geŶeƌatioŶs.
Oƌal tƌaŶsŵissioŶ, peƌhaps, suffeƌs fƌoŵ the
possiďilitǇ of losiŶg ŵaŶǇ of the sigŶifiĐaŶt Đultuƌal
tƌaits of iŶtaŶgiďle Ŷatuƌe, as ƌeǀealed iŶ ŵaŶǇ of the
studies. TƌaditioŶal kŶoǁledge that is iŶ the doŵaiŶ
of tƌaditioŶal kŶoǁledge holdeƌs has the ĐhaŶĐe of
losiŶg its sigŶifiĐaŶĐe afteƌ oŶe s͛ depaƌtuƌe. LaŶguage
also ďeĐoŵes eǆtiŶĐt at the death of the last suƌǀiǀoƌ
of a paƌtiĐulaƌ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. Theƌe aƌe so ŵaŶǇ
laŶguages & dialeĐts that haǀe ďeĐoŵe eǆtiŶĐt fƌoŵ
the eaƌth due to death of the last speakeƌ. EǀeŶ iŶ
Ŷoƌth east ƌegioŶ, the ĐeŶtƌal iŶstitute of IŶdiaŶ
laŶguages haǀe ideŶtified so ŵaŶǇ laŶguages that aƌe
ĐoŶsideƌed as eŶdaŶgeƌed laŶguages thƌough theiƌ
eŵpiƌiĐal effoƌts. The dialeĐt of Pati Raďha tƌiďe is
lost due to pƌoloŶged ĐoŶtaĐt ǁith the ŶeighďouƌiŶg
Assaŵese ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. Feǁ daǇs ďaĐk, a ǇouŶg ďoǇ,
puƌsuiŶg iŶtegƌated B.A LL.B Đouƌse iŶ Jaipuƌ Đaŵe to
ŵe foƌ eǆposuƌe iŶ ƌeseaƌĐh ǁoƌk as iŶteƌŶship uŶdeƌ
ŵǇ iŶstitute. He ďeloŶgs to a Deuƌi ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, a
sĐheduled tƌiďe of Assaŵ. The iŶteƌaĐtioŶ ǁith hiŵ
ƌeǀealed ĐeƌtaiŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt iŶfoƌŵatioŶ iŶ the
ĐhaŶgiŶg ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes aŶd the ƌole of Ǉouth iŶ the
upliftŵeŶt pƌoĐess of tƌiďal soĐietǇ. His fatheƌ is a
ĐeŶtƌal goǀeƌŶŵeŶt eŵploǇee aŶd is fƌeƋueŶtlǇ
tƌaŶsfeƌƌed fƌoŵ oŶe plaĐe to aŶotheƌ.  He ǁas
eduĐated iŶ ĐoŶǀeŶt ƌuŶ ďoaƌdiŶg sĐhools. He Ŷeǀeƌ
got a ĐhaŶĐe to ďe eǆposed to his oǁŶ dialeĐt iŶ the
faŵilǇ eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt. He had to iŶteƌaĐt ǁith ŵe iŶ
EŶglish, as he ĐaŶ speak Ŷeitheƌ Deuƌi Ŷoƌ Assaŵese.
I, ďƌiŶg this eǆaŵple as I haǀe seeŶ ƌepƌeseŶtatiǀes
of Ŷeǁ geŶeƌatioŶ of tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶities, ďoƌŶ aŶd
ďƌought up iŶ the uƌďaŶ aƌeas, is adept iŶ speakiŶg iŶ
the laŶguage aŶd dialeĐt of the loĐalitǇ oƌ aƌea of his
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The AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh goǀeƌŶŵeŶt has ƌaised
the pitĐh foƌ iŶĐlusioŶ of the TheŵďaŶg DzoŶg, a
foƌtif ied ǀi l lage iŶ West KaŵeŶg distƌiĐt aŶd
ApataŶi Đultuƌal laŶdsĐape iŶ Z iƌo ValleǇ uŶdeƌ
Loǁeƌ SuďaŶsiƌi distƌiĐt of the state iŶ UNESCO͛s
Woƌld Heƌitage list. These tǁo sites haǀe alƌeadǇ
ŵade it to the teŶtatiǀe list of UNESCO aŶd aƌe
Ŷoǁ ǀǇiŶg foƌ a plaĐe iŶ the fiŶal l ist of ǁoƌld
heƌitage sites. EǆteŶsiǀe ƌepaiƌ aŶd ĐoŶseƌǀatioŶ
ǁoƌks iŶ the tǁo sites haǀe alƌeadǇ ďeeŶ takeŶ
up ďǇ the AƌuŶaĐhal GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt to eŶsuƌe that
theǇ ŵeet all  Đƌiteƌia foƌ iŶĐlusioŶ iŶ the fiŶal
l ist

The foƌtified ǀi l lage of TheŵďaŶg DzoŶg iŶ
West KaŵeŶg distƌiĐt is spƌead aĐƌoss ϯ.Ϯ aĐƌes
aŶd has tǁo gates - oŶe at the Ŷoƌth aŶd oŶe at
the south.  ͞The depaƌtŵeŶt has ƌepaiƌed the
di lapidated eǆit gate aŶd the staiƌĐases.͟ The
DzoŶg ;foƌtͿ , suƌƌouŶdiŶg aŶ  aŶĐieŶt  aŶd
histoƌiĐal stƌuĐtuƌes, is a tƌaditioŶal settleŵeŶt
of  the  MoŶpa tƌi ďe .  NoŶe  of the sett leƌs
iŶdiǀiduallǇ oǁŶ aŶǇ pƌopeƌtǇ iŶside the ǀillage,
ǁhiĐh is ƌuŶ iŶ a PaŶĐhaǇati sǇsteŵ.  The ReseaƌĐh
DepaƌtŵeŶt ƌepoƌt iŶfoƌŵed that the OƌŶaŵeŶtal
featuƌes, iŶĐludiŶg tƌaditioŶal ǁood ĐaƌǀiŶgs,
paiŶtiŶgs aŶd ŵaŶusĐƌipts, haǀe ďeeŶ etĐhed oŶ
the ǁalls of the DzoŶg.

The ApataŶi Đultuƌal laŶdsĐape of Z iƌo ValleǇ
has also ŵade it to the teŶtatiǀe l ist foƌ the
UŶi Ƌue A gƌiĐul tuƌal  TeĐhŶiƋues pƌaĐtiĐed  ďǇ
ŵeŵďeƌs of the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. The faƌŵeƌs heƌe
ƌeaƌ fish iŶ paddǇ fields aŶd gƌoǁ ŵillet oŶ the
ďuŶds ;paƌtitioŶsͿ ďetǁeeŶ the ƌiĐe plots. ͞Theƌe
is effiĐieŶt ĐoŶseƌǀatioŶ of ĐƌuĐial ǁateƌsheds,
eŶsuƌiŶg  peƌeŶŶial  stƌeaŵs f loǁiŶg i Ŷto the
ǀalleǇ to ŵeet the Ŷeeds of the people.͟  The
tƌiďe has eleĐted a ǀillage ĐouŶĐil, Đalled BulǇaŶ,
foƌ ŵaiŶteŶaŶĐe of laǁ aŶd oƌdeƌ.

IŶ Apƌil ϮϬϭϰ, ϮϮ sites iŶ the ĐouŶtƌǇ, iŶĐludiŶg
the oŶes iŶ AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh ǁeƌe iŶĐluded iŶ
the teŶtatiǀe heƌitage list of UNESCO. The sites
ŵade it to the list afteƌ eǆteŶsiǀe ĐoŵpetitioŶ

AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh Seeks Woƌld Heƌitage Tag

aŵoŶg the states. Hoǁeǀeƌ, the fiŶal list is Ǉet
to ďe Ŷotified ďǇ the UN ageŶĐǇ Đhaƌged ǁith the
ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ of sĐƌeeŶiŶg of the heƌitage sites.

As peƌ staŶdaƌds, eǀeƌǇ deĐade, the UN
ŵeŵďeƌ ŶatioŶs aƌe supposed to suggest ƌeǀisioŶs
to the heƌitage list. ReseaƌĐh DiƌeĐtoƌ Mƌ. Bateŵ
PeƌtiŶ said that to eŶsuƌe that the tǁo AƌuŶaĐhal
si te f iŶds a plaĐe iŶ the Heƌitage l ist,  the
depaƌtŵeŶt had ďeeŶ pƌepaƌiŶg dossieƌs foƌ the
tǁo sites ǁith due Đaƌe. He fuƌtheƌ ĐoŶfiƌŵed that
͞The dossieƌs aƌe alŵost Đoŵplete aŶd ǁe aƌe
takiŶg utŵost Đaƌe to ŵake theŵ eƌƌoƌ fƌee so that
the pƌoposal does Ŷot get ƌejeĐted.͟

Foƌŵeƌ ReseaƌĐh DiƌeĐtoƌ Mƌ. Tage Tada, ǁho
ǁas also a ĐoŶsultaŶt iŶ the pƌojeĐt, said the
dossieƌs aƌe ŶeaƌiŶg ĐoŵpletioŶ aŶd ŵappiŶg of
the sites is uŶdeƌǁaǇ. He said that ͞The state
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt had iŶ ϮϬϭϭ deĐlaƌed TheŵďaŶg DzoŶg
as a liǀiŶg aƌĐhaeologiĐal site iŶ the state,͟ He
fuƌtheƌ added that the state asseŵďlǇ had also
passed aŶ AĐt last Ǉeaƌ foƌ pƌoteĐtioŶ aŶd
pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of all the aƌĐhaeologiĐal sites aŶd
ŵoŶuŵeŶts iŶ the state.

The AssistaŶt DiƌeĐtoƌ of the ReseaƌĐh
DepaƌtŵeŶt of AƌuhŶaĐhal Pƌadesh, Mƌ. BultoŶ
Dutta, said the UNESCO has pƌesĐƌiďed ϭϬ Đƌiteƌia
foƌ iŶĐlusioŶ iŶ its heƌitage list out of ǁhiĐh a site
ŵust fulfill at least tǁo Ŷoƌŵs.

The Nodal OffiĐeƌ of the site, Mƌ. Puƌa Koji
iŶfoƌŵed that the TheŵďaŶg site fulfills thƌee of
the Đƌiteƌia pƌesĐƌiďed foƌ the puƌpose. It eǆhiďits
uŶiƋue Đultuƌal iŶtegƌatioŶ, ďeaƌs aŶ eǆĐeptioŶal
testiŵoŶǇ to the liǀiŶg Đultuƌal tƌaditioŶs of the
MoŶpa tƌiďe aŶd folloǁs aŶĐieŶt ƌites, ƌituals aŶd
a ǀeƌŶaĐulaƌ kŶoǁledge ďuildiŶg sǇsteŵ.

He fuƌtheƌ stated that TheŵďaŶg is also aŶ
outstaŶdiŶg eǆaŵple of a tƌaditioŶal  huŵaŶ
settleŵeŶt aŶd aŶd ŵaŶ-Ŷatuƌe ƌelatioŶship iŶ
the ŵightǇ HiŵalaǇas, ǁheƌe the MoŶpa tƌiďe has
ďeeŶ pƌeseƌǀiŶg theiƌ  Ŷatuƌal  aŶd Đultuƌal
ƌesouƌĐes foƌ posteƌitǇ. 
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The fiƌst eǀeƌ ͞Noƌth East Leǀel Youth OƌieŶtatioŶ
Caŵp͟ oƌgaŶized uŶdeƌ the aegis of the Heƌitage
FouŶdatioŶ ǁas iŶauguƌated todaǇ, the ϭst FeďƌuaƌǇ,
ϮϬϭϴ at SĐholaƌ ͛s IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇ &
MaŶageŵeŶt, GaƌĐhuk, Guǁahati, ďǇ Sƌi SaƌďaŶaŶda
SoŶoǁal, the HoŶ͛ďle Chief MiŶisteƌ of Assaŵ iŶ the
august pƌeseŶĐe of seǀeƌal digŶitaƌies aŶd ŵoƌe thaŶ
ϮϱϬ ŵale aŶd feŵale Ǉouths ƌepƌeseŶtiŶg ϭϬϬ tƌiďal
ĐoŵŵuŶities iŶhaďitiŶg the Noƌth EasteƌŶ ƌegioŶ of
ouƌ ŵotheƌlaŶd.

The Đaŵp ǁas oƌgaŶised ǁith the sole puƌpose of
pƌoŵotiŶg soĐial leadeƌship ďǇ ďƌiŶgiŶg to the foƌe
the lateŶt ŵaŶ-ŵaŶageŵeŶt taleŶts of the tƌiďal
Ǉouths of N.E. RegioŶ aŶd to eŵpoǁeƌ theŵ to ďe
aďle to pƌoteĐt theiƌ age-old tƌaditioŶs aŶd Đultuƌe
fƌoŵ the oŶslaught of alieŶ iŶflueŶĐe as ǁell as to
iŶspiƌe theŵ to pƌopagate the uŶiƋueŶess of theiƌ
Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶ.

The iŶauguƌal sessioŶ, ǁhiĐh ĐoŵŵeŶĐed at ϯ.ϬϬ
P.M., ǁas gƌaĐed ďǇ Sƌi Jalesǁaƌ Bƌahŵa, ChaiƌŵaŶ of
Heƌitage FouŶdatioŶ,  Sƌi Atul Jog, AssistaŶt OƌgaŶisiŶg
SeĐƌetaƌǇ of Akhil BhaƌatiǇa VaŶaďashi KalǇaŶ Ashƌaŵ,
Sƌi BiŶod Kuŵaƌ JaiŶ, SeĐƌetaƌǇ, Heƌitage FouŶdatioŶ,
Sƌi Sudip Lodh, ChaiƌŵaŶ of SĐholaƌ͛s IŶstitute of
TeĐhŶologǇ & MaŶageŵeŶt, Sƌi Phulesǁaƌ
BasuŵataƌǇ, Caŵp IŶ-Đhaƌge aŶd Dƌ. Rahul Deuƌi, JoiŶt
Caŵp IŶ-Đhaƌge oŶ the dais aŶd Sƌi Mahaďiƌ Pƌasad
MuŶdƌa, Sƌi LaŶki PhaŶgso, Sƌi Sushil Saƌaf, Sƌi JiteŶ
BoƌgiaƌǇ, Sƌi ShƌikƌishŶa Bhide aŶd Sƌi RoŵeŶ
ChakƌaďoƌtǇ aŵoŶgst the audieŶĐe.

The iŶauguƌal ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ ĐoŵŵeŶĐed ǁith lightiŶg
of the ĐeƌeŵoŶial laŵp ďǇ Sƌi SaƌďaŶaŶda SoŶoǁeal,
the HoŶ͛ďle Chief MiŶisteƌ of Assaŵ assisted ďǇ otheƌ
digŶitaƌies pƌeseŶt oŶ the dais folloǁed ďǇ a
tƌaditioŶal pƌaǇeƌ suŶg ďǇ the delegates fƌoŵ
AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh. Afteƌ iŶtƌoduĐtioŶ of the
digŶitaƌies oŶ the dais, Sƌi Jalesǁaƌ Bƌahŵa feliĐitated
the HoŶ͛ďle Chief MiŶisteƌ aŶd otheƌ digŶitaƌies.

Sƌi Jalesǁaƌ Bƌahŵa, ChaiƌŵaŶ of the Heƌitage
FouŶdatioŶ ǁelĐoŵed the Chief MiŶisteƌ aŶd otheƌ
digŶitaƌies iŶĐludiŶg the Caŵp paƌtiĐipaŶts aŶd
eǆpƌessed his hope that the Đaŵp ǁill aĐhieǀe its
oďjeĐtiǀes ǁith theiƌ ďlessiŶgs, help aŶd suppoƌt. Afteƌ

 ͞Noƌth East Tƌiďal Youth Leadeƌship OƌieŶtatioŶ Caŵp͟ – A Repoƌt

the WelĐoŵe Addƌess, Sƌi Atul Jog, AssistaŶt
OƌgaŶiziŶg SeĐƌetaƌǇ of Akhil BhaƌatiǇa VaŶaďashi
KalǇaŶ Ashƌaŵ addƌessed the gatheƌiŶg to eŶlighteŶ
theŵ aďout the aiŵs aŶd oďjeĐtiǀes of the Đaŵp. He
stated that theƌe aƌe ŵoƌe thaŶ ϭϱϬ tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶities
iŶ the Noƌth East ǁho speak diffeƌeŶt laŶguages,
oďseƌǀe diffeƌeŶt festiǀals ďut aƌe alǁaǇs uŶited aŶd
liǀe togetheƌ peaĐefullǇ. He ĐoŶgƌatulated the
Heƌitage fouŶdatioŶ foƌ the tiŵelǇ effoƌt of oƌgaŶiziŶg
the Đaŵp aiŵed at ŵotiǀatiŶg the tƌiďal Ǉouths to
pƌoteĐt theiƌ tƌaditioŶs, Đustoŵs aŶd ďeliefs. A
patƌiotiĐ soŶg suŶg ďǇ Kuŵaƌi Rakhi Kathaƌ, ǁhiĐh
folloǁed Sƌi Jog s͛ speeĐh, ǁas ǀeƌǇ eŶĐhaŶtiŶg aŶd
Đƌeated aŶ aŵďiaŶĐe of patƌiotiĐ feƌǀoƌ aŵoŶgst the
audieŶĐe.

IŶ his iŶauguƌal addƌess the HoŶ͛ďle Chief MiŶisteƌ
eǆpƌessed his satisfaĐtioŶ foƌ the iŶitiatiǀes takeŶ ďǇ
the Heƌitage FouŶdatioŶ aŶd  stƌessed  that  ouƌ Pƌiŵe
MiŶisteƌ Modiji has, fƌoŵ the daǇ he assuŵed poǁeƌ,
giǀeŶ top pƌioƌitǇ foƌ the  deǀelopŵeŶt of NE, ǁhiĐh
he teƌŵed as a Ŷeǁ eŶgiŶe foƌ deǀelopŵeŶt. Modiji
has iŶitiated the skill deǀelopŵeŶt iŶitiatiǀe foƌ ouƌ
Ǉouth aŶd giǀeŶ top pƌioƌitǇ oŶ iŶfƌastƌuĐtuƌe ďuildiŶg
to pƌoŵote eŵploǇŵeŶt. The Chief MiŶisteƌ uƌged
the Ǉouth takiŶg paƌt iŶ the Caŵp to take adǀaŶtage
of the iŶitiatiǀes of the Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ. ClosiŶg his
addƌess the Chief MiŶisteƌ adǀised theŵ to eduĐate
theŵselǀes, ďe hoŶest aŶd siŶĐeƌe, take aĐtiǀe paƌt
iŶ spoƌts aŶd Đultuƌal aĐtiǀities to pƌojeĐt the Đoloƌful
Đultuƌe of the tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶities of the Noƌth East.

The highlight of the Đaŵp that ĐoŶtiŶued foƌ Ŷeǆt
thƌee daǇs, aŶd ĐoŶĐluded oŶ ϱth FeďƌuaƌǇ, ϮϬϭϴ, ǁas
the sessioŶs eŶĐoŵpassiŶg ǀaƌious suďjeĐts aŶd
uŶiƋue topiĐs. TheǇ ǁeƌe Peaƌls of Wisdoŵ-
Deshďhakti ;PatƌiotisŵͿ, Yog , PƌaŶaǇaŵ, Mudƌa,
CoŶĐept of - Dhaƌŵa, Faith, ReligioŶ & Cultuƌe, The
iŶheƌeŶt uŶifǇiŶg thƌeads of diǀeƌse Đultuƌes,
CoŶtƌiďutioŶ of JaŶjatis of N.E. iŶ Fƌeedoŵ fight aŶd
Dhaƌŵa Raksha, Noƌth East- GloƌǇ, AggƌessioŶ aŶd
solutioŶs, AggƌessioŶs oŶ JaŶjatis of Noƌth East,
IŶdigeŶous Faith MoǀeŵeŶt, BasiĐ Leadeƌship
Qualities, Hoǁ to aŶalǇze soĐial Đlashes, Hoǁ to ƌuŶ a
Registeƌed soĐial oƌgaŶizatioŶ oƌ NGO, Media
ŵaŶageŵeŶt aŶd ƌelatioŶs etĐ. The ƌesouƌĐe peƌsoŶs
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ǁho ĐoŶduĐted these sessioŶs should ďe
ĐoŵpleŵeŶted foƌ theiƌ suĐĐess iŶ attƌaĐtiŶg the
uŶdiǀided atteŶtioŶ of the paƌtiĐipaŶts ǁhiĐh ǁas
aŵplǇ pƌoǀed ďǇ Ϭ% dƌop-out of Ǉouths fƌoŵ the Đaŵp.
It is ŶeĐessaƌǇ to ŵeŶtioŶ the Ŷaŵes of the folloǁiŶg
ŵost Ŷotaďle aŶd leaƌŶed ƌesouƌĐe peƌsoŶs ǁho
ĐoŶtƌiďuted iŵŵeŶselǇ foƌ the suĐĐess of the Đaŵp.
TheǇ aƌe - Sǁaŵi Deďu Mahaƌaj, RKM, Guǁahati, Shƌi
K.S.P.V. PaǁaŶ Kuŵaƌ IFS,  Shƌi Hƌidesh Mishƌa, IFS,
Shƌi ViŶaǇ Joshi, DiƌeĐtoƌ ICRR,   Shƌi Jaƌpuŵ GaŵliŶ,
Editoƌ of The EasteƌŶ SeŶtiŶel, Shƌi Atulji Jog, Shƌi
Ulhasji KulkaƌŶi, ZoŶal Oƌg. SeĐǇ. RSS, NE,  Shƌi Raŵesh
Baďu, Akhil BhaƌatiǇa Shƌadha JagaƌaŶ Pƌaŵukh,, Shƌi
ShƌikƌishŶa Bhide,  BƌahŵaĐhaƌiŶi AŶaŶǇa ChaitaŶǇa,

AĐhaƌǇa, ChiŶŵaǇ MissioŶ , Guǁahati CeŶtƌe, Shƌi
Latsaŵ KhiŵuŶ, SeĐƌetaƌǇ GeŶeƌal, RaŶgfƌaa Faith
PƌoŵotioŶ SoĐietǇ , AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh, Shƌi PƌaǀeeŶ
Daďholkaƌ, JoiŶt GeŶeƌal  SeĐƌetaƌǇ, ViǀekaŶaŶda
KeŶdƌa, KaŶǇakuŵaƌi, Shƌi Kedaƌji KulkaƌŶi, State
OƌgaŶisiŶg SeĐƌetaƌǇ KalǇaŶ Ashƌaŵ MaŶipuƌ, Shƌi
Tajoŵ TasuŶg,  Shƌi SaŶdeep Kaǀishǁaƌ, Shƌi RuziŶg
Bellai, Aŵik Matai FouŶdatioŶ, AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh,
Yog a TeaĐheƌs Shƌi PaƌashŵoŶi Boƌah & Kuŵaƌi
Mƌudula Lahakaƌ, ABVKA, Shƌi RuziŶg Bellai, Aŵik
Matai FouŶdatioŶ, AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh etĐ.  All iŶ all, it
ŵust ďe adŵitted that the Đaŵp ǁas gƌaŶd suĐĐess
aŶd the oƌgaŶiseƌs deseƌǀe to ďe pƌaised.

***************************************************************************************

ƌesideŶĐe. CoŶseƋueŶtlǇ, theǇ ĐaŶŶot speak iŶ theiƌ
Ŷatiǀe dialeĐt at all. The situatioŶ is diffeƌeŶt foƌ those
ǁho aƌe ƌesidiŶg at theiƌ Ŷatiǀe plaĐes thƌoughout.
TheǇ aƌe flueŶt iŶ theiƌ oǁŶ dialeĐt. But theiƌ ƌole iŶ
the ĐoŶteǆt of theiƌ soĐietǇ ŵight ďe diffeƌeŶt iŶ the
pƌeseŶt sĐeŶaƌio. TheǇ should take the ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ
to look afteƌ the tƌaditioŶal assets of theiƌ soĐietǇ,
theiƌ pƌopeƌ doĐuŵeŶtatioŶ, pƌeseƌǀatioŶ,
disseŵiŶatioŶ at the gloďal ĐoŶteǆt. The outeƌ ǁoƌld
should haǀe a ƌight ĐoŶĐeptioŶ aďout the faĐts aŶd
ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes assoĐiated ǁith oƌigiŶ, histoƌǇ,
ŵigƌatioŶ, settleŵeŶt, ĐoŵpoŶeŶts of taŶgiďle aŶd
iŶtaŶgiďle heƌitage. UŶiƋue Đustoŵs ǁith a seŶse of
pƌopeƌ aŶd adeƋuate diŵeŶsioŶs should ďe
eŶĐouƌaged to ƌetaiŶ, oƌ disĐouƌaged if Ŷot suitaďle
iŶ the sĐieŶtifiĐ thought. FaĐtoƌs aŶd foƌĐes ĐausiŶg
ĐhaŶges iŶ fƌuitful aŶd utilitaƌiaŶ peƌspeĐtiǀes should
ďe ideŶtified aŶd ĐhaŶŶelized iŶ appƌopƌiate
diŵeŶsioŶs.

Hoǁeǀeƌ, a kiŶd of eŶthusiasŵ is oďseƌǀed aŵoŶg
the Ǉouth of the ƌegioŶ. A kiŶd of positiǀe eŶeƌgǇ aŶd
ǀiďƌatioŶ is fouŶd aŵoŶg theŵ. It ĐaŶ ďe guided aŶd
diƌeĐted thƌough ǀalue ďased eduĐatioŶ. Theƌe aƌe
possiďilities of ŵisguidiŶg theŵ due to teŶse soĐio-
politiĐo sĐeŶaƌio. The guidiŶg pƌiŶĐiples of spiƌitualitǇ,
leadeƌship, ŵoƌalitǇ, loǇaltǇ, duties aŶd
ƌespoŶsiďilities toǁaƌds oǁŶ soĐietǇ, ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ,
Ŷatiǀe laŶd, positiǀe thiŶkiŶg, fosteƌiŶg ƌespeĐt, loǀe,
peaĐe, aŵitǇ aŶd ďƌotheƌhood foƌ eaĐh otheƌ, peƌhaps
the keǇ ŵotiǀatiŶg faĐtoƌ. KeepiŶg these faĐtoƌs iŶ

ŵiŶd, the Heƌitage FouŶdatioŶ has oƌgaŶized a Đaŵp
iŶ last FeďƌuaƌǇ iŶ Guǁahati foƌ the tƌiďal Ǉouth of
the ƌegioŶ to iŶĐulĐate leadeƌship aŶd soĐial
ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ aŵoŶg theŵ. That ǁas a ŶiĐe platfoƌŵ
to ďƌiŶg togetheƌ the Ǉouth fƌoŵ diffeƌeŶt tƌiďal
ďaĐkgƌouŶd to leaƌŶ the skills of leadeƌship aŶd
Ƌualities of a ƌespoŶsiďle ĐitizeŶ of the ĐouŶtƌǇ. Hoŵe
is the pƌiŵaƌǇ leaƌŶiŶg ĐeŶtƌe ǁheƌe oŶe goŶe
thƌough the eŶtiƌe pƌoĐess of eŶĐultuƌatioŶ, hoǁeǀeƌ,
it the pƌoĐess of soĐializatioŶ ǁheƌe oŶe ĐaŶ get the
peƌfeĐtioŶ. QualitǇ aŶd ǀalue ďased eduĐatioŶ, is Ŷot
oŶlǇ effeĐtiǀe to leaƌŶ the suƌǀiǀal stƌategies, ƌatheƌ,
it guide to deǀelop logiĐal aŶd ƌatioŶal thiŶkiŶg to
fiŶd out the ǁaǇs of upliftŵeŶt aŶd deǀelopŵeŶt of
Ǉouƌ iŵŵediate soĐietǇ. We ďelieǀe foƌ the ďest. The
Ǉouth of tƌiďal soĐietǇ of this ƌegioŶ, like otheƌs, has
also ŵake a Đlose Ŷeǆus of the ƌeĐeŶt deǀelopŵeŶt
of teĐhŶologies. TheǇ aƌe updatiŶg theŵselǀes. The
Ǉouth Ƌuake, that is eŵeƌgiŶg aspeĐts iŶ the gloďalized
ǁoƌld, has aŶ appliĐaďilitǇ iŶ its͛ ƌeal seŶse aŵoŶg
the tƌiďes of this ƌegioŶ. Theiƌ paƌeŶts aŶd foƌefatheƌ
aƌe lookiŶg at theŵ Ŷot oŶlǇ as ďeaƌeƌ of tƌaditioŶs
ƌatheƌ to lead the eŶtiƌe soĐietǇ iŶ a positiǀe fƌaŵe of
ŵiŶd. The ƌegioŶ deŵaŶds theiƌ ĐoŶtƌiďutioŶ iŶ oŶe
ǁaǇ oƌ the otheƌ.  Eaƌth Ƌuake alǁaǇs ďƌiŶgs
deǀastatioŶ, destƌuĐtioŶ, ƌuiŶs, Đhaos, Ǉouth Ƌuake
iŶ the positiǀe diƌeĐtioŶ, iŶ tƌiďal soĐietǇ of the Ŷoƌth
east ŵaǇ ďƌiŶg, fete, upliftŵeŶt, diƌeĐtioŶ,
ŵotiǀatioŶ, pƌospeƌitǇ, gƌoǁth, deǀelopŵeŶt, uŶitǇ,
peaĐe, pƌospeƌitǇ, tƌaŶsfoƌŵiŶg aŶd defiŶiŶg the
spaĐe as heaǀeŶlǇ aďode.

YouthƋuake iŶ Tƌiďal CoŶteǆt
;CoŶtd. fƌoŵ Page ϭϳͿ




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Tƌiďe: DeƌogatoƌǇ AppellatioŶs
Dƌ Satish Kƌ GaŶjoo* & Reshŵa RekhuŶg**

;CoŶtiŶued fƌoŵ pƌeǀious issueeͿ

It is appaƌeŶt that ͞the list is siŵplǇ aďsuƌd; aŶd
the Đƌiteƌia do Ŷot siŵplǇ ŵatĐh those eŶlisted. Sƌi
JagaŶath PathǇ͛s laŵeŶtatioŶ is ŵost appƌopƌiate.
͞Not oŶlǇ that oǀeƌ ϵϬ peƌĐeŶt of the eŶlisted gƌoups
do Ŷot suďsĐƌiďe to these featuƌes, ďut also the Đƌiteƌia
[itself] ĐoŶǀeǇ the ďlataŶt pƌejudiĐe of the doŵiŶaŶt
people.͟  Theƌe is Ŷo alteƌŶatiǀe ďut to agƌee ǁith the
poiŶt ǁhiĐh theǇ aƌgued ƌegaƌdiŶg the defiŶitioŶ oƌ
Đƌiteƌia listed iŶ the CoŶstitutioŶ. People ďeloŶgiŶg
to the Tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶities theŵselǀes feel ƌeǀulsioŶ
to assoĐiate oƌ Đlaiŵ that theǇ ďeloŶg to the
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. IŶ IŶdia ǁheŶ soŵeďodǇ saǇs, ͞I ďeloŶg
to a tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ,͟ theŶ Ǉou kŶoǁ ǁhat the
ƌeaĐtioŶ of the otheƌ peƌsoŶ ǁill ďe, ͞OMG! So people
iŶ Ǉouƌ tƌiďe ŵust ďe ǁeaƌiŶg leaǀes... Oƌ theǇ ŵust
ďe Ŷaked... Oƌ theǇ ŵust ďe head-huŶteƌs? SuĐh tǇpe
of eǆpƌessioŶ fƌoŵ the oŶe ǁho has haƌdlǇ heaƌd oƌ
kŶoǁŶ aďout the tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶities is ƌeallǇ
oďŶoǆious. Otheƌ iŶstaŶĐes ĐaŶ ďe seeŶ ǁheŶ
soŵeďodǇ asks a peƌsoŶ ǁho Đoŵes fƌoŵ a tƌiďal
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, ͞Do Ǉou ďeloŶg to a Tƌiďe?͟ ͞No, Ŷo, I
ďeloŶg to a ͚Tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ,͛ Ŷot eǆaĐtlǇ to a tƌiďe.͟
This is hoǁ people ǁith less kŶoǁledge aďout tƌiďe
ƌeaĐt iŶ IŶdia. But it is Ŷot the fault of ouƌ people
ďeĐause ǁheŶ ǁe tƌaĐe the oƌigiŶ of Ŷegatiǀe ĐoŶĐept
of the teƌŵ ͚Tƌiďe ,͛ it ǁas the Bƌitish ǁho had iŶstilled
the Ŷegatiǀe ĐoŶŶotatioŶ to this ǁoƌd. TheǇ ǁaŶted
to ƌule us, ĐoŶǀeƌt us, aŶd also ǁaŶted to diǀide us iŶ
the Ŷaŵe of ͞Tƌiďe .͟ The disĐouƌse Đƌeated ďǇ the
WesteƌŶeƌs ƌegaƌdiŶg the soĐial gƌoup ǁhoŵ theǇ
Đategoƌized as ͞Tƌiďe͟ ǁas the poliĐǇ to ƌule us ďǇ
telliŶg ƌest of the ǁoƌld that these gƌoups ǁeƌe
͞uŶĐiǀi lized͟, ͞ďaƌďaƌiaŶs͟ aŶd ͞pƌiŵitiǀe͟. The
goǀeƌŶŵeŶt too aĐĐepted theiƌ defiŶitioŶ of tƌiďe iŶ
IŶdia. That͛s the ƌeasoŶ ǁhǇ the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt has
puďlished the list of the tƌiďes iŶ suĐh aŶ aďsuƌd ǁaǇ.
The Bƌitish has stuŶŶed ouƌ Đaliďƌe ͚to thiŶk ,͛ ͚to
aŶalǇse ,͛ aŶd ͚to ǀieǁ the ǁoƌld ǁith ouƌ oǁŶ iŶsight .͛
WhǇ ĐaŶŶot ǁe thiŶk, ǀieǁ aŶd speak iŶ positiǀe ǁaǇ?
The ŶoŵeŶĐlatuƌe ͞Tƌiďe͟ itself is Ŷot a pƌoďleŵ ďut
the Đƌiteƌia listed to defiŶe the teƌŵs aƌe deƌogatoƌǇ.

Dƌ. Raǀi ShaŶkeƌ Pƌasad aŶd Dƌ. Pƌaŵod Kuŵaƌ SiŶha
aƌgued that the ͞teƌŵs, ͞Tƌiďe͟ aŶd ͞Tƌiďal͟ aƌe
pejoƌatiǀe teƌŵs deŶotiŶg the pƌiŵitiǀe stage -
theƌefoƌe, a teŵpoƌaƌǇ stage-iŶ huŵaŶ eǀolutioŶ oƌ
deǀelopŵeŶt.͟  It ǁill ďe peƌhaps justified to suppoƌt
the aďoǀe aƌguŵeŶts that the list iŶ the ͞SĐheduled
Tƌiďe͟ defiŶiŶg Đƌiteƌia is ŵisleadiŶg as Tƌiďals ĐaŶ ďe
Đalled as ethŶiĐ gƌoup ǁho is ͞ďaĐkǁaƌd͟
eĐoŶoŵiĐallǇ, ďut Ŷot ĐultuƌallǇ. The Tƌiďals aƌe Ŷot iŶ
͞a teŵpoƌaƌǇ stage-iŶ huŵaŶ eǀolutioŶ oƌ
deǀelopŵeŶt͟ ƌatheƌ iŶ a stage of soĐial deǀelopŵeŶt.
;state s͛ iŶfƌastƌuĐtuƌe, digitalizatioŶ, stƌoŶg eĐoŶoŵiĐ
souƌĐe, iŶdustƌializatioŶ, uƌďaŶizatioŶ etĐͿ. The
opposite teƌŵ foƌ pƌiŵitiǀe, uŶĐiǀil ized, aŶd
ďaƌďaƌiaŶs aƌe eǀolǀed, Điǀilized aŶd Đultuƌed. WheŶ
ǁe defiŶe the ͞Điǀi l ized͟ oƌ ͞Điǀi lizatioŶ ,͟ the
ǁesteƌŶeƌs defiŶe it iŶ teƌŵs of ŵoƌe ŵateƌial
pƌogƌessioŶ. But iŶ IŶdia ͞Saŵskƌiti͟ .i.e. Đultuƌe itself
is the ƌesult of aŶ iŶdiǀidual s͛ ĐiǀilizatioŶ. ͞Saŵskaƌa͟
;the iŵpƌessioŶs aŶd dispositioŶs that deǀelop aŶd
aĐĐuŵulate deep iŶside a peƌsoŶ, fƌoŵ peƌĐeptioŶ,
iŶfeƌeŶĐe, ĐhoiĐes, pƌepaƌatioŶ, pƌaĐtiĐe, iŶteƌaĐtioŶs
ǁith otheƌs, thoughts, iŶteŶt, ǁillful aĐtioŶs aŶd suĐh
kaƌŵa. These ŵaŶifests as haďits, ďehaǀiouƌ,
teŶdeŶĐies, psǇĐhologiĐal pƌedispositioŶs aŶd
dispositioŶsͿ of aŶ iŶdiǀidual leads to the ĐƌeatioŶ of
͞Saŵskƌiti͟ of a soĐietǇ. The Đultuƌe itself eǆplaiŶs
the pƌogƌess of huŵaŶ ďeiŶg. The tƌiďal people iŶ
IŶdia iŶheƌit the ƌiĐhest Đultuƌe aŶd heƌitage eǀeŶ
though theǇ aƌe eĐoŶoŵiĐallǇ ďaĐkǁaƌd. TheǇ posses
high TƌaditioŶal kŶoǁledge eǀeƌ fouŶd iŶ the ǁoƌld.
ReseaƌĐh has pƌoǀed theiƌ high iŶtelligeŶĐe aŶd skill
of ͞TƌaditioŶal kŶoǁledge͟ iŶ ĐeƌtaiŶ fields of life.
Foƌ eǆaŵples, the Z iƌo ǀalleǇ, oŶe of the ǀalleǇs
loĐated at loǁeƌ SuďaŶsiƌi distƌiĐt iŶhaďited ďǇ
ApataŶi tƌiďe of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh, ǁas deĐlaƌed ďǇ
UNESCO as the Woƌld Heƌitage Site foƌ its eǆtƌeŵelǇ
high pƌoduĐtiǀitǇ ďǇ usiŶg TƌaditioŶal kŶoǁledge of
Wet RiĐe LaŶd CultiǀatioŶ aloŶg ǁith fish haƌǀestiŶg
fƌoŵ the saŵe Đultiǀated laŶd. ͞Alŵost eǀeƌǇ
household iŶ the ApataŶi ǀalleǇ ŵaiŶtaiŶs a kitĐheŶ
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gaƌdeŶ ǁheƌe ďeaŶs, Đhillies, toďaĐĐo, ĐuĐuŵďeƌ,
taƌo, giŶgeƌ, potato, toŵato aŶd Đoaƌse tǇpe of spiŶaĐh
aƌe gƌoǁŶ. The ApataŶi households also ƌeaƌ seŵi-
doŵestiĐated ŵithuŶ, pigs aŶd foǁls, ǁhiĐh pƌoǀide
theŵ ǁith aŶ esseŶtial pƌoteiŶ suppleŵeŶt.͟  IŶ tƌiďal
ĐoŵŵuŶities theƌe aƌe heƌďalists ǁho haǀe high
kŶoǁledge to ƌeĐogŶize soŵe heƌďs aŶd ĐoŵpositioŶ
of the heƌďal ŵediĐiŶe to Đuƌe ǀaƌious ailŵeŶts. The
so Đalled Điǀilized soĐietǇ has to studǇ ŵediĐal Đouƌses
foƌ seǀeƌal Ǉeaƌs iŶ oƌdeƌ to Đuƌe the disease of
patieŶt. But the saŵe disease ĐaŶ ďe Đuƌed thƌough
tƌaditioŶal kŶoǁledge of heƌďs ďǇ the ͞AŵĐhis͟ of
Ladakh, ǁho aĐƋuiƌe the skill of healiŶg thƌough oƌal
tƌaditioŶ, oďseƌǀatioŶ aŶd pƌaĐtiĐe ǁithiŶ a ǀeƌǇ shoƌt
tiŵe. Vaƌious ReseaƌĐhes haǀe shoǁŶ that ŵaŶǇ
diseases iŶ the ƌeŵote aƌeas like Ladakh aƌe Đuƌed ďǇ
the tƌaditioŶal ŵediĐal pƌaĐtitioŶeƌs as the aƌea laĐks
ŵodeƌŶ ŵediĐal faĐilities. ϲϴ ŵediĐiŶal plaŶts used
foƌ the tƌeatŵeŶt of KidŶeǇ aŶd UƌiŶaƌǇ disoƌdeƌs
Đould ďe offiĐiallǇ ideŶtified thƌough the AŵĐhis pf
the Tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶities of Ladakh. These heƌďs aƌe
ĐoŵďiŶed ǁith soŵe eǆotiĐ speĐies suĐh as BeƌgeŶia
ligulata, CiŶŶaŵoŵuŵ ZeǇlaŶiĐuŵ, CƌoĐus Satiǀus,
Elettaƌia Caƌdaŵoŵuŵ etĐ. ϱϭ plaŶt speĐies
ďeloŶgiŶg to Ϯϱ faŵilies aŶd ϰϯ geŶeƌa ǁeƌe fouŶd to
ďe useful agaiŶst diffeƌeŶt gǇŶaeĐologiĐal disoƌdeƌs
of ǁoŵeŶ. ϭϮ ĐoŵŵoŶ Đategoƌies of gǇŶaeĐologiĐal
disoƌdeƌ ǁeƌe fouŶd to ďe tƌeated ďǇ tƌaditioŶal
heƌďalist ďǇ total of eight foƌŵulatioŶs iŶ Leh aŶd
Kaƌgil DistƌiĐts ďǇ usiŶg Đold deseƌt heƌďs. The eǆotiĐ
plaŶts suĐh as CƌoĐus Satiǀus L, EŵďliĐa OffiĐiŶalis
GaeƌŶtŶ OpuŶiĐa gƌaŶatuŵ L, SaŶtaluŵ Alďuŵ L,
TeƌŵiŶalia ďeleƌiĐa Roǆď, TeƌŵiŶalia Đheďula Retz aŶd
Z iŶgiďeƌ OffiĐiŶale RosĐoe aƌe used foƌ the
ĐoŵpositioŶ of the heƌďal ŵediĐiŶe. Tƌiďal people iŶ
Noƌth East haǀe a ǁell estaďlished Village ĐouŶĐil aŶd
AdŵiŶistƌatiǀe sǇsteŵ ǁith Chief oƌ V illage Head.
Soŵe of the ĐouŶĐils aƌe the ďest eǆaŵple of
͚DeŵoĐƌatiĐ sǇsteŵ .͛ EaĐh of the tƌiďes has ƌiĐh aŶd
Đolouƌful festiǀals ǁith ǁoƌship of the Haƌǀest
Goddesses. TheǇ ǁeaǀe theiƌ oǁŶ tƌaditioŶal dƌess.
TheǇ haǀe a hieƌaƌĐhiĐal soĐial sǇsteŵ. TheǇ ŵake
ďeautiful aŶd ƌefiŶed haŶdiĐƌafts out of ďaŵďoos aŶd
ĐaŶe suĐh as ďaskets, Đaƌpets, ƌouŶd uŵďƌella like hat
ǁithout haŶdle, huge ĐǇliŶdeƌ shaped stoƌage ďaskets
ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ hold at least ϭϬ ƋuiŶtals of gƌaiŶs aƌe ŵade
ďǇ  fiŶe ǁeaǀiŶg  ǁithout aŶǇ hole aŶd ďottoŵ Đlosed
to keep the gƌaiŶs safe. TheǇ ĐaŶ Đuƌǀe Đups aŶd

spooŶs out of ďaŵďoos iŶ a uŶiƋue ǁaǇ. OŶlǇ piŶe
leaǀes, ďaŵďoo aŶd ǁood aƌe used to ďuild theiƌ
dǁelliŶg houses iŶ diffeƌeŶt patteƌŶs, ŵostlǇ iŶ Noƌth
East IŶdia. SuĐh aŶ adǀaŶĐed tƌaditioŶal kŶoǁledge is
iŶ possessioŶ of the so Đalled tƌiďal people. It ǁill
ǀeƌǇ diffiĐult to fiŶd aŶǇ otheƌ soĐieties ǁhiĐh
possesses suĐh ǀaƌieties of skill aŶd taleŶts to ŵeet
theiƌ daǇ to daǇ ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts. TheǇ aƌe self suffiĐieŶt
aŶd stƌiĐtlǇ adheƌe to the sǇsteŵ of sustaiŶaďle
deǀelopŵeŶt.

Noǁ let͛s tƌǇ to aŶalǇse the ͞Tƌiďe͟ oƌ ͞Tƌiďal͟
ĐoŵŵuŶities aĐĐoƌdiŶg to the ŵeaŶiŶg oƌ defiŶitioŶ
of ďeiŶg ͞Điǀilized͟ as peƌ ǁesteƌŶ philosophǇ. The
ĐiǀilizatioŶ of a soĐietǇ ŵeaŶs fulfilliŶg the folloǁiŶg
Đƌiteƌia:

ϭ. SedeŶtisŵ - StaǇiŶg at oŶe plaĐe iŶstead of
ŵoǀiŶg fƌoŵ oŶe plaĐe to aŶotheƌ.

Ϯ. UƌďaŶ deǀelopŵeŶt -  State s͛ iŶfƌastƌuĐtuƌe suĐh
as health, aŵeŶities, pƌopeƌ housiŶg, highǁaǇs,
tƌaŶspoƌtatioŶ, ĐoŵŵuŶiĐatioŶ, eleĐtƌiĐitǇ.

ϯ. SoĐial stƌatifiĐatioŶ -  SoĐial Đlass: Uppeƌ,   Middle
aŶd   Loǁeƌ ;SoĐial   diffeƌeŶtiatioŶ   –   SoĐio-EĐoŶoŵiĐ
stƌata ďased upoŶ oĐĐupatioŶ, iŶĐoŵe, ǁith, soĐial
status, poǁeƌ etĐ of a gƌoup people iŶ a soĐietǇ;
ŵoƌeoǀeƌ the soĐial stƌatuŵ ĐaŶ ďe diǀided oŶ the
ďasis of kiŶship, ĐlaŶ, tƌiďe oƌ Đaste oƌ all the fouƌͿ.

ϰ. WƌitiŶg sǇsteŵ - Ŷot ŶeĐessaƌilǇ sĐƌipt ƌatheƌ it
ŵaǇ ďe hieƌoglǇphs.

ϱ. DoŵiŶatioŶ oǀeƌ the Ŷatuƌal eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt.
ϲ. SoĐietal depeŶdeŶĐe upoŶ faƌŵiŶg aŶd

eǆpaŶsioŶisŵ.
ϳ. DoŵestiĐatioŶ of ďoth huŵaŶs aŶd otheƌ

oƌgaŶisŵs
ϴ. HieƌaƌĐhiĐal soĐial Đlass-RuliŶg elites aŶd

suďoƌdiŶate uƌďaŶ aŶd ƌuƌal populatioŶ
ϵ. CiǀilizatioŶ ĐoŶĐeŶtƌates poǁeƌ, eǆteŶdiŶg

huŵaŶ ĐoŶtƌol oǀeƌ the ƌest of the Ŷatuƌe iŶĐludiŶg
otheƌ huŵaŶ ďeiŶgs

ϭϬ. State foƌŵatioŶ- teƌƌitoƌiallǇ ďouŶded politiĐal
uŶit ǁith ĐeŶtƌalized iŶstitutioŶs.

ϭϭ. HistoƌiĐallǇ a Điǀil izatioŶ ǁas a so Đalled
͞adǀaŶĐe͟ Đultuƌe iŶ ĐoŶtƌast to ŵoƌe pƌiŵitiǀe
Đultuƌes.

As the ŵajoƌitǇ populatioŶ of the tƌiďes liǀe iŶ
eight states of Noƌth East, ĐitiŶg eǆaŵple fƌoŵ Noƌth
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EasteƌŶ states of IŶdia ǁill ŵost appƌopƌiatelǇ seƌǀe
the puƌpose. SiŶĐe Mahaďhaƌata peƌiod ;ϮϬϬ B.C.EͿ
tƌiďal people fiŶds a ŵeŶtioŶ iŶ VediĐ liteƌatuƌe,
taŶtƌiĐ, PuƌaŶas aŶd epiĐs kŶoǁŶ as Kiƌatas ;Bodos,
KaĐhaƌias aŶd ChutiǇasͿ. Afteƌ the aƌƌiǀal of Ahoŵ iŶ
ϭϮth ĐeŶtuƌǇ A.D aloŶg ǁith soŵe Tai gƌoups suĐh as
TaŶgsa, Tutsa, NoĐte, SiŶgphos aŶd Khaŵtis, TRIBAL
people of Assaŵ aŶd soŵe populatioŶ of AƌuŶaĐhal
has Ŷeǀeƌ ŵoǀed to Ŷeǁ plaĐes foƌ settleŵeŶt. TheǇ
haǀe settled theƌe aŶd till Ŷoǁ ŵigƌatioŶ to aŶotheƌ
plaĐe has Ŷeǀeƌ ďeeŶ ƌeĐoƌded iŶ the histoƌǇ of the
tƌiďes. Meitei people iŶ MaŶipuƌ settled iŶ the ǀalleǇ
duƌiŶg the ƌeigŶ of MeidiŶgu Khageŵďa siŶĐe ϭϲϬϲ
theǇ aƌe the ŵajoƌitǇ tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ iŶ MaŶipuƌ
til l  date. Gaƌo, aĐĐoƌdiŶg to oƌal tƌaditioŶ fiƌst
ŵigƌated to Gaƌo hills fƌoŵ Tiďet aƌouŶd ϰϬϬ BC
uŶdeƌ the leadeƌship of Jappa Jaliŵpa, ĐƌossiŶg the
Bƌahŵaputƌa Riǀeƌ aŶd teŶtatiǀelǇ settliŶg iŶ the
ǀalleǇ. Latteƌ theǇ fiŶallǇ settled iŶ Gaƌo Hills ;East-
West Gaƌo HillsͿ. SiŶĐe theŶ theǇ aƌe the ŵajoƌ tƌiďal
gƌoup of MeghalaǇa, NagalaŶd,Tƌipuƌa aŶd Assaŵ.
SĐholaƌlǇ ƌeseaƌĐh ƌeĐoƌded Khasi ŵigƌatioŶ iŶto
IŶdia iŶ the fiƌst ŵilleŶŶiuŵ BCE. The MoŶpas of
AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh is kŶoǁŶ to haǀe eǆisted iŶ the
pƌeseŶt haďitatioŶ siŶĐe ϱϬϬ BC - ϲϬϬ AD uŶdeƌ the
kiŶgdoŵ kŶoǁŶ as LhoŵoŶ oƌ MoŶǇul ǁhiĐh ǁas
latteƌ diǀided iŶto ϯϮ distƌiĐts of ǁhiĐh TaǁaŶg,
KaŵeŶg aŶd SoutheƌŶ T iďet aƌe also iŶĐluded.
MoŶpa Tƌiďe is the ŵajoƌ tƌiďe fouŶd iŶ WesteƌŶ
AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh Ŷoǁ. Alŵost all  the tƌiďal
ĐoŵŵuŶities haǀe settled siŶĐe aŶĐieŶt tiŵes. Otheƌ
thaŶ uƌďaŶ deǀelopŵeŶt, soĐial stƌatifiĐatioŶ is also
fouŶd iŶ tƌiďal gƌoups of Noƌth East IŶdia oŶ the ďasis
of kiŶship, ĐlaŶs aŶd Tƌiďe. Moƌe thaŶ Ϯϲ ŵajoƌ tƌiďes
of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh aƌe suďdiǀided iŶto ŵoƌe thaŶ
ϭϭϬ suď tƌiďes. TaŶgsa tƌiďe is suď diǀided iŶto ŵoƌe
thaŶ ϭϳ suď tƌiďes. OŶe suď tƌiďe foƌ eǆaŵple
Mukloŵ, ǁhiĐh is a suď-tƌiďe of TaŶgsa tƌiďe is
fuƌtheƌ suď diǀided iŶto ŵoƌe thaŶ ϭϱ ĐlaŶs. Ahoŵ
kiŶgdoŵ that ƌuled foƌ aƌouŶd ϲϬϬ Ǉeaƌs used to haǀe
theiƌ Tai sĐƌipt, MaŶipuƌi tƌiďe Meitei ;MaŶipuƌiͿ
sĐƌipt is the offiĐial laŶguage of MaŶipuƌ uŶtil
BeŶgali sĐƌipt ƌeplaĐed it. Rest of the states haǀe
also theiƌ oǁŶ dialeĐts of SiŶo-TiďetaŶ laŶguage
gƌoup ƌeĐogŶized as dialeĐts ǁith ƌespeĐtiǀe
laŶguage Đodes ďǇ UNESCO Đategoƌized uŶdeƌ
eŶdaŶgeƌed LaŶguages. RegaƌdiŶg the poiŶt ϱ,ϲ,ϳ,ϴ,
aŶd ϭϭ, it has alƌeadǇ ďeeŶ disĐussed aďout the

TƌaditioŶal kŶoǁledge of the tƌiďes. As it is
eǆplaiŶed that ĐiǀilizatioŶs ĐoŶĐeŶtƌates poǁeƌ, iŶ
aŶĐieŶt tiŵes ŵost of the tƌiďes used to ĐoŶduĐt
ǁaƌfaƌe foƌ the ĐoŶƋuest of ƌegioŶ aŶd to eǆteŶd
poǁeƌ. Most of the tƌiďal histoƌǇ shoǁs the ǁaƌfaƌe
ďetǁeeŶ diffeƌeŶt tƌiďes ǁhiĐh populaƌlǇ Đaŵe to
ďe kŶoǁŶ as ͞headhuŶtiŶg .͟ Till pƌe-ĐoloŶial tiŵes
all the seǀeŶ states of Noƌth East ƌegioŶ ǁas Đalled
as NEFA ǁith its headƋuaƌteƌ iŶ Assaŵ ďut lateƌ oŶ
Ϯϲth JaŶuaƌǇ ϭϵϱϰ it ǁas diǀided iŶto siǆ fƌoŶtieƌ
diǀisioŶs. Lateƌ iŶ the Ǉeaƌ ϭϵϲϯ ͚NagalaŶd ,͛ iŶ ϭϵϳϱ
͚Sikkiŵ ,͛ iŶ ϭϵϳϮ ͚MeghalaǇa͛ aŶd ͚Tƌipuƌa ,͛ iŶ ϭϵϴϳ
AƌuŶaĐhal aŶd Mizoƌaŵ attaiŶed statehood. At
pƌeseŶt theǇ haǀe theiƌ oǁŶ legislatiǀe asseŵďlies
aŶd also M.Ps iŶ PaƌliaŵeŶt. IŶ this ǁaǇ all these
Tƌiďal populatioŶ of Noƌth East ǁhiĐh ĐoŶsist ŵoƌe
thaŶ ϱϱ% of Tƌiďal populatioŶ of IŶdia fulfils the
Đƌiteƌia of the defiŶitioŶ of the aĐƌoŶǇŵs ͞Điǀilized͟
aŶd ͞ĐiǀilizatioŶ͟ ďǇ ǁesteƌŶ philosophǇ. OŶlǇ tǁo
Đƌiteƌia i.e. ǁƌitiŶg sǇsteŵ aŶd uƌďaŶ deǀelopŵeŶt
aƌe Ŷot ĐoŵpletelǇ estaďlished. Theƌefoƌe the
aĐƌoŶǇŵ ͞uŶĐiǀilized ,͟ ͞pƌiŵitiǀe͟ aŶd ͞saǀage͟ is
Ŷot at all appƌopƌiate to Tƌiďes liǀiŶg iŶ IŶdia, ŵostlǇ
Noƌth EasteƌŶ Tƌiďes. RegaƌdiŶg the Đƌiteƌia ͞huŶtiŶg
aŶd food gatheƌiŶg͟ eŶlisted as Đƌiteƌia of tƌiďe ĐaŶ
Ŷot ŶeĐessaƌilǇ ďe Đƌiteƌia foƌ ideŶtifǇiŶg a tƌiďe.
Bƌitish iŶ ĐoloŶial IŶdia used to huŶt ǁild aŶiŵals. It
ǁas theiƌ faǀoƌite pastiŵe. But ǁe do Ŷot Đall theŵ
as ͞tƌiďe .͟

Tƌiďes aƌe Ŷot a speĐifiĐ oƌ sepaƌate ideŶtitǇ fƌoŵ
the ƌest of the people ďut theǇ aƌe also a paƌt aŶd
paƌĐel of IŶdiaŶ populatioŶ. Theiƌ speĐifiĐ ideŶtities
ǁeƌe Đƌeated ďǇ Bƌitish to ƌule oǀeƌ theŵ ďǇ
poƌtƌaǇiŶg theŵ as less Điǀilized. TheǇ aƌe Ŷeitheƌ
uŶĐiǀi lized oƌ less Điǀi l ized ďut aƌe soĐiallǇ,
eĐoŶoŵiĐallǇ aŶd politiĐallǇ ďaĐkǁaƌd thaŶ ƌest of
the people liǀiŶg iŶ uƌďaŶ aƌeas. TheǇ ǁeƌe uŶaďle
to aǀail the faĐilities of eduĐatioŶ aŶd ĐiǀiĐ lifestǇle
due to ǁhiĐh theǇ adopted theiƌ oǁŶ tƌaditioŶal
ǁaǇs of susteŶaŶĐe aŶd agƌaƌiaŶ ǁaǇ of life. TheǇ
ǁeƌe iŶŶoĐeŶt due to laĐk of aĐĐess to the outside
ǁoƌld of fƌaud aŶd ĐoƌƌuptioŶ. Thus theǇ ďeĐaŵe
the peƌfeĐt Đlass of huŵaŶitǇ foƌ the Bƌitish to ďe
poƌtƌaǇed as a sepaƌate ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. 
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The Tƌiďes of Noƌth East IŶdia ǁeƌe teƌŵed as
͚pƌiŵitiǀe ,͛ ͚saǀages ,͛ aŶd ͚uŶĐiǀilized ,͛ ͚God -less ͛ďǇ
the Bƌitish. Due to the iŶflueŶĐe of WesteƌŶ thought,
siŶĐe the adǀeŶt of Bƌitish ƌule, ǁe IŶdiaŶs ǁho
ďeloŶg to ͚EasteƌŶ Cultuƌe͛ haǀe ďeguŶ to see
ouƌselǀes thƌough the ͚WesteƌŶ LeŶs .͛ The Bƌitish
geŶeƌallǇ laďeled IŶdiaŶs as uŶĐiǀilized people oƌ
ƌatheƌ ďaƌďaƌiaŶs, like the ǁaǇ theǇ tagged all ŶoŶ-
ǁhite ƌaĐes. EǀeŶ Ŷoǁ, iŶ the ŵedia, tƌiďes aƌe
tagged as ͚pƌiŵitiǀe ,͛ ͚pƌe-ŵodeƌŶ ,͛ ͚uŶtouĐhed ďǇ
aŶǇ ǀeƌsioŶ of ĐiǀilizatioŶ ǁhatsoeǀeƌ͛ etĐ.

Sǁaŵi ViǀekaŶaŶda said ͟No soĐietǇ is ǁhollǇ
good oƌ ǁhollǇ ďad. No Đultuƌe is ǁhollǇ good oƌ
ǁhollǇ ďad. Do Ŷot judge a soĐietǇ ďǇ the staŶdaƌd
of Ǉouƌ Đultuƌe, ďut judge a soĐietǇ ďǇ the staŶdaƌds
of theiƌ oǁŶ Đultuƌe .͟

So, ǁhat does the ǁoƌd ͚Tƌiďal͛ ŵeaŶ? As peƌ a
diĐtioŶaƌǇ that I ƌead a feǁ Ǉeaƌs ago, it ŵeaŶs
͚A peƌsoŶ ǁho ďeloŶgs to a Đlose kŶit ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ,
ǁheƌe the ǁhole ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ is ĐoŶsideƌed as oŶe
siŶgle faŵilǇ. EǀeƌǇ peƌsoŶ of the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ liǀes
aŶd eǀeŶ dies if ƌeƋuiƌed, foƌ the ǁelfaƌe of the
Tƌiďe .͛

As peƌ IŶdiĐ phi losophǇ, Điǀi l izatioŶ isŶ͛t
ŵeasuƌed iŶ teƌŵs of skǇsĐƌapeƌs, eǆpƌessǁaǇs,
ďullet tƌaiŶs, its M.N.Cs oƌ ďǇ the leǀel of opuleŶĐe
that eǆists iŶ it. A soĐietǇ iŶ ǁhiĐh the ŵajoƌitǇ of
people aƌe tƌuthful, hoŶest, kiŶd aŶd ĐoŵpassioŶate
is a Điǀil ized soĐietǇ. Sǁaŵi V iǀekaŶaŶda said,
͚EduĐatioŶ has Ǉet to ďe iŶ the ǁoƌld aŶd ĐiǀilizatioŶ-
ĐiǀilizatioŶ has ďeguŶ Ŷoǁheƌe Ǉet.͛

I happeŶed to ƌead aŶ alŵost ϴϬϬ page ďook oŶ
the Tƌiďes of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh. This ďook ǁas
ǁƌitteŶ iŶ ϭϵϭϬ ďǇ a BeŶgali geŶtleŵaŶ ǁho ǁas
eŵploǇed as a Đleƌk iŶ the Bƌitish adŵiŶistƌatioŶ iŶ
ChaŶglaŶg distƌiĐt. He had ǁƌitteŶ that these tƌiďes
of N. E IŶdia, ǁho ǁeƌe uŶtouĐhed ďǇ ͚ŵodeƌŶ
Điǀil izatioŶ͛, ǁeƌe ŵost iŶŶoĐeŶt people. Theiƌ
Đultuƌe ǁas TƌuthfulŶess, HoŶestǇ, NoŶ-stealiŶg,
HuŵaŶisŵ, aŶd EgalitaƌiaŶisŵ.

These people Ŷeǀeƌ told lies ďeĐause theǇ did
Ŷot haǀe aŶǇ idea as to ǁhat telliŶg a lie is! All of

Noƌth East IŶdia & It’s Tƌiďal Cultuƌe

theŵ ǁeƌe hoŶest; the ĐoŶĐept of dishoŶestǇ did
Ŷot eǆist. Theƌe ǁas Ŷeǀeƌ aŶǇ theft, houses had Ŷo
dooƌs! TheǇ ǁeƌe huŵaŶists; theǇ had Ŷo ĐoŶĐept
of eŶŵitǇ ďased oŶ ƌaĐe, ƌeligioŶ, Đultuƌe, laŶguage,
etĐ. All ǁeƌe seeŶ as felloǁ huŵaŶ ďeiŶgs. It ǁas aŶ
egalitaƌiaŶ soĐietǇ, ǁith Ŷo ĐoŶĐept of high aŶd loǁ,
ƌiĐh aŶd pooƌ. TheǇ had aďsolutelǇ Ŷo Ŷeed foƌ
ŵoŶeǇ.

Natuƌe pƌoǀided theŵ ǁith eǀeƌǇthiŶg iŶ
aďuŶdaŶĐe- food, shelteƌ, aŶd ĐlothiŶg.  TheǇ
oďtaiŶed eǀeƌǇthiŶg fƌoŵ theiƌ suƌƌouŶdiŶgs aŶd
ǁeƌe self suffiĐieŶt soĐieties. The oŶlǇ iteŵ that theǇ
ǁeƌe shoƌt of ďeiŶg salt, ǁhiĐh theǇ oďtaiŶed ďǇ
ďaƌteƌ tƌade ǁith the people of the plaiŶs. It ǁas a
self suffiĐieŶt, self-ƌegulatiŶg, self-goǀeƌŶiŶg, self-
ƌeliaŶt soĐietǇ. TheǇ ǁoƌshiped aŶd ƌespeĐted God
iŵŵaŶeŶt iŶ ĐƌeatioŶ aŶd liǀed iŶ peƌfeĐt haƌŵoŶǇ
ǁith Ŷatuƌe.

Most of the Noƌth East people ǁeƌe illiteƌate, ďut
Ŷot uŶeduĐated. TheǇ ǁeƌe ǁell eduĐated iŶ life-
skills & liǀelihood-skills. Theƌe ǁas Ŷo ĐoŶĐept of
uŶeŵploǇŵeŶt! EǀeƌǇ peƌsoŶ ǁas gaiŶfullǇ self –
eŵploǇed.

The iŶdigeŶous tƌiďal soĐieties of Noƌth East IŶdia
had attaiŶed a state of eƋuiliďƌiuŵ ǁithiŶ theiƌ
soĐietǇ, ǁith otheƌ tƌiďal ĐoŵŵuŶities liǀiŶg iŶ aŶd
aƌouŶd theiƌ plaĐe of liǀiŶg aŶd ǁith Ŷatuƌe. Theiƌ
liǀes ǁeƌe EĐo-fƌieŶdlǇ aŶd self-sustaiŶiŶg. TheǇ
pƌaĐtiĐed oƌgaŶiĐ faƌŵiŶg. Theiƌ houses ǁeƌe EĐo-
fƌieŶdlǇ, teŵpeƌatuƌe ƌegulated & also eaƌthƋuake
pƌoof! TheǇ liǀed iŶ JoiŶt Faŵilies – the ŵaiŶstaǇ of
the IŶdiaŶ Cultuƌe.

Mahatŵa GaŶdhi has ŵeŶtioŶed iŶ his ďook ͚IŶdia
of MǇ Dƌeaŵs͛ aďout ͚Self-SuffiĐieŶt ǀillages͛; Self-
suffiĐieŶt foƌ eǀeƌǇthiŶg iŶĐludiŶg oǁŶ defeŶse! He
ǁƌote this ďeĐause he had a deep uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg of
IŶdiaŶ ĐiǀilizatioŶ aŶd Đultuƌe. All ǀillages used to
ďe self-suffiĐieŶt self-goǀeƌŶiŶg ͚RepuďliĐs .͛ This is
ǁhat AleǆaŶdeƌ eŶĐouŶteƌed ǁheŶ he tƌied to
iŶǀade IŶdiaŶ laŶdŵass. EǀeŶ Fa-HieŶ, HiueŶ-TsaŶg,
MegastheŶes aŶd Heƌodotus, ǁho ǀisited IŶdia haǀe
ŵeŶtioŶed iŶ theiƌ ǁƌitiŶgs. But these iŶheƌeŶt
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pƌiŶtiŶg pƌess, puďliĐatioŶ of ďooks, liďƌaƌies foƌ
stoƌiŶg ďooks, etĐ. The tƌuth of the oƌal ǁoƌd ǁas lost
aŶd a peƌsoŶ suĐh as BalgaŶagdhaƌ s͛ ŵotheƌ ǁho ǁas
haƌdlǇ ŵiddle sĐhool pass ĐeƌtaiŶlǇ ǁould ďe uŶfit to
teaĐh heƌ ĐhildƌeŶ ǁhat she taught oƌallǇ fƌoŵ heƌ
Đultuƌal tƌaiŶiŶg aŶd faith. AloŶg ǁith ĐoloŶialisŵ, the
ChƌistiaŶitǇ iŶ IŶdia gaǀe a teƌƌiďle ďloǁ to the Đultuƌes
aŶd tƌaditioŶs of tƌiďal soĐieties of the Noƌth-east iŶ
paƌtiĐulaƌ. The tƌiďal oƌal Đultuƌal pƌaĐtiĐe aŶd
tƌaditioŶs, eitheƌ good oƌ ďad, had Ŷo plaĐe uŶdeƌ the
Ŷeǁ ƌeligious oƌdeƌ. A tƌiďal is ĐoŶsideƌed a heatheŶ
ǁho Ŷeeds to ďe ĐleaŶsed of his iŵpuƌities to ďeĐoŵe
the faithful. It is the ĐleaŶliŶess, ďoth ŵateƌial aŶd
Đultuƌal, that has eƌased the ǁhole oƌal tƌaditioŶ oŶĐe
theǇ ďeĐoŵe the folloǁeƌ of the Ŷeǁ faith. This is
tƌagiĐ ďeĐause aďseŶĐe of a liǀiŶg oƌal tƌaditioŶ ŵeaŶs
Đultuƌal death.

Most of the Ŷoƌth-easteƌŶ soĐieties aƌe pƌiŵaƌilǇ
oƌal soĐieties. The ŵissioŶaƌies aŶd ethŶogƌapheƌs
ĐoŶstƌued theŵ as pƌiŵitiǀes aŶd eŶdeaǀouƌed to
Điǀil ize theŵ. The keǇǁoƌds suĐh as eduĐatioŶ,
ĐiǀiliziŶg, ĐleaŶiŶg oƌ puƌifǇiŶg iŶ this Đase aƌe Ŷot
sǇŵďoliĐ ďut ǁholesale ŵateƌials of Đultuƌal
tƌaŶsfoƌŵatioŶ. Foƌ iŶstaŶĐe, tƌaditioŶallǇ, kitĐheŶ is
the plaĐe ǁheƌe eǀeƌǇďodǇ is ǁelĐoŵed iŶ a
tƌaditioŶal Mizo oƌ Naga household. With the oŶset
of Ŷeǁ Đultuƌe, kitĐheŶ is ƌeplaĐed ǁith dƌaǁiŶg
ƌooŵ, a plaĐe ǁhiĐh does Ŷot ƌepƌeseŶt the ǁaƌŵ
aŶd iŶtiŵate spaĐe like a kitĐheŶ. Theƌe aƌe ŵaŶǇ
eǆaŵples of hoǁ tƌaditioŶs haǀe ĐhaŶged ǁithout aŶǇ
tƌaĐe of the past pƌaĐtiĐes. AŶotheƌ poǁeƌful eǆaŵple
is the eǆpƌessioŶ ͚head huŶtiŶg ͛ ĐoiŶed ďǇ the
ĐoloŶial adŵiŶistƌatoƌs to pƌoǀe the Naga

pƌiŵitiǀeŶess. IŶteƌestiŶglǇ, iŶ ŶoŶe of the Naga
laŶguages theƌe is a ǁoƌd foƌ head huŶtiŶg; it ǁas,
iŶstead, head takiŶg. The ĐhaŶges iŶ the ǁoƌd fƌoŵ
huŶtiŶg to takiŶg, ĐhaŶges the ŵeaŶiŶg iŶ its eŶtiƌetǇ
as takiŶg is a ƌitual aĐt, aŶd Ŷot a ďaƌďaƌiĐ aĐt. Head
takiŶg ǁas a ƌitual killiŶg to iŶĐƌease the feƌtilitǇ of
the fields aŶd ǁoŵeŶ. Although aŶǇ kiŶd of killiŶg is
aďhoƌƌeŶt ǁhat is takeŶ out of ĐoŶteǆt is the ƌitual
aspeĐt of the pƌaĐtiĐe. All Đultuƌes aƌe ƌitualistiĐ, so
aƌe the tƌiďal Đultuƌes of the Noƌth-east. SiŵilaƌlǇ the
folk tales aŶd folk poeŵs that Ŷaƌƌate ŵǇths, legeŶds,
poǁeƌful pƌoǀeƌďs aŶd ǁise saǇiŶgs, etĐ., of a giǀeŶ
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aƌe lost iŶĐludiŶg ǁhiĐh tells us of theiƌ
ŵigƌatioŶ aŶd past iŶĐludiŶg pƌeseŶt plaĐe of
haďitatioŶs.

Ouƌ oƌal Đultuƌal pƌaĐtiĐes aŶd ouƌ tƌaditioŶs aƌe
ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt as theǇ ŵake the past ĐoŶtiŶuouslǇ
ƌeleǀaŶt to ouƌ pƌeseŶt. We Ŷeed to uŶdeƌtake seƌious
ƌeseaƌĐh iŶ oƌal tƌaditioŶs aŶd Đultuƌal pƌaĐtiĐes iŶ
oƌdeƌ to ŵake the past ƌeleǀaŶt to the pƌeseŶt at the
iŶstitutioŶal leǀel. IŶ paƌtiĐulaƌ, seƌious ƌeseaƌĐh has
to ďe uŶdeƌtakeŶ oŶ Đultuƌal tƌaditioŶs aŶd oƌal
Đultuƌes of the Noƌth-east.

As IŶdia is pƌiŵaƌilǇ a ŵeŵoƌǇ Đultuƌe, ǁe Ŷeed to
fuƌtheƌ ouƌ studǇ oŶ ŵeŵoƌǇ aŶd ŵŶeŵoŶiĐ Đultuƌal
pƌaĐtiĐes. Effoƌts should ďe ŵade to ĐolleĐt, Đoŵpile
aŶd iŶteƌpƌet folk Đultuƌal ŵateƌials. The oƌal
peƌfoƌŵiŶg aƌts Ŷeed to ďe doĐuŵeŶted aŶd Đoŵpiled
iŶĐludiŶg ƌituals, ƌitual ĐhaŶts, folk peƌfoƌŵaŶĐes aŶd
ŵusiĐal pƌaĐtiĐes. The saŵe Đould ďe eǆteŶded to
doĐuŵeŶt the ŵateƌial Đultuƌes suĐh as teǆtiles,
ǁeaǀiŶg, food, etĐ.

;CoŶtd. fƌoŵ Page ϲͿ

Oƌal TƌaditioŶs of Noƌth-East

stƌeŶgths ǁeakeŶed aŶd ǀaŶished ǁith ƌepeated
iŶǀasioŶs aŶd ƌesultaŶt suďjugatioŶ. Hoǁeǀeƌ, ŵost
of these positiǀe ĐhaƌaĐteƌistiĐs suƌǀiǀed oŶlǇ iŶ
Noƌth East IŶdia. UŶfoƌtuŶatelǇ these Ƌualities aƌe
fast eƌodiŶg due to ouƌ ďliŶd fasĐiŶatioŶ aŶd
attaĐhŵeŶt to the WesteƌŶ CiǀilizatioŶ & thought. It
is the so Đalled ͚ModeƌŶ Ciǀil izatioŶ͛ ǁhiĐh has
distuƌďed this state of eƋuiliďƌiuŵ aŶd Đƌeated Đhaos

aŶd tuƌŵoil all oǀeƌ the ǁoƌld, leadiŶg to ƌeligious
teƌƌoƌisŵ, ǁaƌs, ĐoŶfliĐts, gloďal ǁaƌŵiŶg aŶd
Đliŵate ĐhaŶge etĐ.

We, the ǁesteƌŶ ͚eduĐated͛   ŵodeƌŶ geŶeƌatioŶ
Ŷeed to leaƌŶ fƌoŵ the ͚ǁisdoŵ͛ of the ǁise tƌiďal
people, if ǁe haǀe to saǀe the ǁoƌld
fƌoŵ deǀastatioŶ.







Heritage Explorer March 201817

MaŶipuƌ fiŶished fifth ǁith a total of ϯϰ ŵedals
iŶĐludiŶg ϭϯ gold, ϭϯ silǀeƌ aŶd ϴ ďƌoŶze ŵedals iŶ
the ϭst Khelo IŶdia SĐhool Gaŵes held at Neǁ Delhi
uŶdeƌ the aegis of MiŶistƌǇ of Youth Affaiƌs
aŶd Spoƌts. The State teaŵ ǁas led ďǇ Mƌ. T Thouďa,
AssistaŶt DiƌeĐtoƌ, Youth Affaiƌs aŶd Spoƌts as Chef
de MissioŶ aŶd Mƌ. Toŵďa, DistƌiĐt Youth Affaiƌs aŶd
Spoƌts OffiĐeƌ, TaŵeŶgloŶg DistƌiĐt as DeputǇ Chef
de MissioŶ.

The last daǇ saǁ Meiƌaďa LuǁaŶg ďeat Akash
Yadaǀ of Uttaƌ Pƌadesh to fetĐh a gold ŵedal iŶ the
ďadŵiŶtoŶ eǀeŶt foƌ ďoǇs. Meiƌaďa lost the fiƌst set
ďefoƌe fightiŶg ďaĐk to
ǁiŶ ϭϴ-Ϯϭ, Ϯϭ-ϭϲ, Ϯϭ-
ϭϴ.

Th. Taďaďi ǁoŶ the
seĐoŶd gold ŵedal foƌ
the State iŶ the ϰϰ Kg
giƌls Judo eǀeŶt todaǇ.
Ch. ReďiŶa fetĐhed a
gold foƌ MaŶipuƌ
ǇesteƌdaǇ iŶ the ϱϳ kg
ĐategoƌǇ. M
BidǇashǁaƌi ǁoŶ
aŶotheƌ silǀeƌ ŵedal
iŶ the ϰϰ kg ĐategoƌǇ
foƌ giƌls. Th AďuŶgĐha ǁoŶ a silǀeƌ iŶ the ϲϲ kg
ĐategoƌǇ foƌ ďoǇs. Th JoǇshƌee Deǀi ;ϱϮ kgͿ, Ch Julia
;ϳϬ kgͿ aŶd L SaŶathoi ;ϳϬͿ ďagged ďƌoŶze ŵedals
foƌ the State iŶ Judo disĐipliŶe.

The Footďall teaŵ ƌepƌeseŶtiŶg MaŶipuƌ had to
settle foƌ silǀeƌ ǁith a Ŷaƌƌoǁ ϰ-ϱ loss iŶ the haŶds
of HaƌǇaŶa todaǇ iŶ a high sĐoƌiŶg fiŶal ŵatĐh.
MaŶipuƌ staƌted the gaŵe ǁith a positiǀe Ŷote
opeŶiŶg the aĐĐouŶt iŶ the ǀeƌǇ fiƌst ŵiŶute thƌough
Th BaďǇsaŶa ǁho sĐoƌed aŶotheƌ iŶ the Ϯϯƌd ŵiŶute.
Saŵiksha of HaƌǇaŶa ǁas the fiƌst to sĐoƌe foƌ heƌ
teaŵ aŶd eƋualized the sĐoƌe iŶ the ϭϱth ŵiŶute.
Thƌee ŵiŶutes lateƌ Th BaďǇsaŶa of MaŶipuƌ sĐoƌed
heƌ seĐoŶd goal. ReŶu of HaƌǇaŶa stƌuĐk heƌ fiƌst goal
to leǀel the sĐoƌe at Ϯ-Ϯ. The latteƌ paƌt of the fiƌst
half ǁas doŵiŶated ďǇ HaƌǇaŶa aŶd it ǁeƌe Saŵiksha
aŶd ReŶu ǁho took theiƌ tuƌŶs to sĐoƌe oŶe eaĐh iŶ

MaŶipuƌ eǆĐels iŶ ϭst Khelo IŶdia SĐhool Gaŵes

the ϰϬth aŶd ϰϱth ŵiŶute aŶd ǁeŶt iŶto the half ǁith
a ϰ-Ϯ lead.  Afteƌ the ƌestaƌt, MaŶipuƌ ƌesuŵed theiƌ
oŶslaught aŶd it ǁas L BaďǇdollǇ ǁho stƌuĐk the thiƌd
goal foƌ the State. Y Luǆŵi theŶ took Đhaƌge of the
teaŵ aŶd she fouŶd the ďaĐk of the Ŷet iŶ the ϱϱth
ŵiŶute eƋualisiŶg the sĐoƌe at ϰ-ϰ. MaŶipuƌ gaiŶed
ĐoŶfideŶĐe afteƌ the eƋualiseƌ aŶd theǇ ǁeƌe
ĐoŶsisteŶtlǇ tƌǇiŶg to ďƌeak iŶto HaƌǇaŶa͛s defeŶĐe.
TheǇ got a Đouple of ĐhaŶĐes ďut Đould Ŷot Đƌeate aŶ
iŵpƌessioŶ as theiƌ shots ǁeƌe too feeďle oƌ ǁeŶt
off taƌget.  HaƌǇaŶa ĐoŶĐeŶtƌated ŵoƌe oŶ ĐouŶteƌ
attaĐks aŶd fiŶallǇ tuƌŶed the taďle ǁheŶ MoŶa

sĐoƌed a supeƌď goal iŶ
the ϴϰth ŵiŶute. With
feǁ ŵiŶutes to go
MaŶipuƌ tƌied haƌd to
ƌestoƌe paƌitǇ ďut theiƌ
effoƌts ǁeŶt aďeggiŶg
iŶ fƌoŶt of HaƌǇaŶa͛s
defeŶĐe set up to
fiŶish the gaŵe ϰ-ϱ.

SaŶathoi Heŵaŵ
aŶd Ashalata ChaŶu
outĐlassed theiƌ
oppoŶeŶts iŶ the
BoǆiŶg fiŶal ďouts of
ϱϰ kg aŶd ϱϳ kg

Đategoƌies to ǁiŶ oŶe gold ŵedal eaĐh. TiŶŵila
DouŶgel ;ϰϴ kgͿ, BaďǇƌosisaŶa ChaŶu ;ϱϮ kgͿ, AleŶa
Deǀi ;ϲϬ kgͿ, MeŶaka Deǀi ;ϲϯ kgͿ, SaŶaŵaĐha ChaŶu
;ϳϬ kgͿ aŶd Aŵďeshǁaƌi Huidƌoŵ fiŶished seĐoŶd
to settle ǁith silǀeƌ ŵedals. M Puja of the State
settled foƌ a ďƌoŶze ǇesteƌdaǇ. NoŶgdaŵkhoŵďa ;ϲϬ
kgͿ aŶd N BoďosaŶa ;ϲϯ kgͿ ǁeƌe tǁo ďoǇs ǁho
fiŶished seĐoŶd to Đlaiŵ the silǀeƌ ŵedals.

Weightlifteƌ Aƌaŵďaŵ AŶita Deǀi ďagged aŶotheƌ
gold ŵedal foƌ MaŶipuƌ iŶ the aďoǀe ϲϵ kg ĐategoƌǇ.
She lifted a total of ϭϳϱ kg ;SŶatĐh-ϳϱ kg, CleaŶ aŶd
Jeƌk- ϭϬϬ kgͿ to laǇ heƌ haŶd oŶ the gold ŵedal.

AƌĐheƌ SuĐhitƌa TouƌaŶgďaŵ added a ďƌoŶze
ŵedal iŶ the State s͛ tallǇ iŶ the ĐoŵpouŶd iŶdiǀidual
foƌ giƌls ďǇ stƌikiŶg a total of ϭϰϮ poiŶts. 
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MaŶipuƌ State Kala Akadeŵi Aǁaƌds ϮϬϭϰ - the
ŵost pƌestigious aǁaƌd of the MaŶipuƌ state ǁas
pƌeseŶted to the aǁaƌdees at a fuŶĐtioŶ held at
Mahaƌaja ChaŶdƌakiƌti Auditoƌiuŵ, PalaĐe CoŵpouŶd,
aŶd Iŵphal ƌeĐeŶtlǇ ďǇ Dƌ Najŵa Heptulla, the HoŶ͛ďle
GoǀeƌŶoƌ of MaŶipuƌ aŶd ChaiƌpeƌsoŶ of the
MaŶipuƌ State Kala Akadeŵi, the oƌgaŶiseƌ of the
aǁaƌds.

The Akadeŵi Aǁaƌd ϮϬϭϰ iŶĐludiŶg Ϯ Felloǁships
aŶd ϲ YouŶg TaleŶt Aǁaƌd ǁeƌe pƌeseŶted to Ϯϳ
;TǁeŶtǇ-SeǀeŶͿ Aǁaƌdees ďǇ the HoŶ͛ďle GoǀeƌŶoƌ
iŶ a glitteƌiŶg fuŶĐtioŶ  pƌesided oǀeƌ ďǇ Sƌi L
JaǇeŶtakuŵaƌ SiŶgh, MiŶisteƌ, Aƌt & Cultuƌe & ViĐe
ChaiƌŵaŶ, MaŶipuƌ State Kala Akadeŵi.

The aǁaƌds aƌe ĐoŶfeƌƌed oŶ the peƌsoŶs ǁho had
ŵade outstaŶdiŶg ĐoŶtƌiďutioŶ iŶ the fields of DaŶĐe,
MusiĐ, Theatƌe, ShuŵaŶg Leela, ThaŶg Ta, Tƌiďal
Đultuƌe, otheƌ aƌt foƌŵs suĐh as TƌaditioŶal, Theatƌe,
Liteƌatuƌe, Miŵe aŶd FiŶe Aƌts.

While speakiŶg as the Chief Guest of the  Aǁaƌd
ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ, the HoŶ͛ďle GoǀeƌŶoƌ ĐoŶgƌatulated the
aǁaƌdees aŶd said that the state of MaŶipuƌ is
ƌeŶoǁŶed foƌ its ƌiĐh aƌt aŶd Đultuƌal heƌitage. The
ĐlassiĐal MaŶipuƌi daŶĐe - Raas Leela has put MaŶipuƌ
oŶ the Đultuƌal ŵap of the ǁoƌld. The MaŶipuƌi Nata
SaŶkiƌtaŶa, the ƌitual siŶgiŶg, daŶĐiŶg aŶd dƌuŵŵiŶg
has ďeeŶ iŶĐluded iŶ the ƌepƌeseŶtatiǀe list of
UNESCO͛s iŶtaŶgiďle Đultuƌal heƌitage, of huŵaŶitǇ,
she said.

The HoŶ͛ďle  GoǀeƌŶoƌ also said that the Đultuƌal
ŵosaiĐ of the State is eǆtƌeŵelǇ Đolouƌful oǁiŶg to
the laƌge Ŷuŵďeƌ of ĐoŵŵuŶities iŶ the State ǁith
theiƌ distiŶĐtiǀe foƌŵ of daŶĐe, ŵusiĐ aŶd dƌess.

She stated that the MaŶipuƌ State Kala Akadeŵi
ǁas estaďlished ďǇ the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of MaŶipuƌ iŶ
ϭϵϳϮ as aŶ autoŶoŵous ďodǇ aŶd is the oŶlǇ Đultuƌal
ageŶĐǇ of the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt Đhaƌged ǁith the
ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ of pƌoŵotiŶg aŶd ĐooƌdiŶatiŶg all the
aĐtiǀities ƌelatiŶg to DaŶĐe, Dƌaŵa, MusiĐ, Liteƌatuƌe,
FiŶe Aƌts aŶd all otheƌ fields of aƌts aŶd Đultuƌe. The
Akadeŵi has ďeeŶ ŵakiŶg sustaiŶed effoƌts foƌ
pƌoŵotioŶ, pƌeseƌǀatioŶ aŶd pƌopagatioŶ of
MaŶipuƌ s͛ ƌiĐh Đultuƌal tƌaditioŶ ǁithiŶ aŶd outside
the State siŶĐe its iŶĐeptioŶ.

MaŶipuƌ State Kala Akadeŵi Aǁaƌds

The HoŶ͛ďle GoǀeƌŶoƌ fuƌtheƌ added that ďesides
oƌgaŶiziŶg ǀaƌious Đultuƌal festiǀals peƌtaiŶiŶg to
diffeƌeŶt aƌt foƌŵs of folk aŶd ĐlassiĐal of ďoth the
hills aŶd the ǀalleǇ, the Akadeŵi also holds seǀeƌal
pƌoŵotioŶal aĐtiǀities suĐh as ĐoŶfeƌeŶĐes, seŵiŶaƌs,
ǁoƌkshops as ǁell as liteƌaƌǇ pƌogƌaŵs, ŵeŵoƌial
leĐtuƌes aŶd eǆhiďitioŶs etĐ. She said that the aǁaƌds
sǇŵďolize Ŷot oŶlǇ the highest staŶdaƌd of eǆĐelleŶĐe
iŶ ƌespeĐtiǀe fields ďut aƌe also ƌeĐogŶitioŶ of the
highest pƌofessioŶal aĐĐoŵplishŵeŶts aĐhieǀed ďǇ
iŶdiǀiduals ďlessed ǁith aƌtistiĐ taleŶt. She also
eǆpƌessed heƌ ĐoŶfideŶĐe that the effoƌts of the
MaŶipuƌ State Kala Akadeŵi ǁill ŵake a suďstaŶtial
iŵpaĐt oŶ the pƌeseƌǀatioŶ, pƌoŵotioŶ aŶd
pƌopagatioŶ of the ƌiĐh Đultuƌal tƌaditioŶs of the State
aŶd ǁill ĐoŶtiŶue to pƌoǀide ŶeĐessaƌǇ
eŶĐouƌageŵeŶt to the sĐholaƌs aŶd aƌtistes. She
ĐoŶĐluded heƌ speeĐh ďǇ uƌgiŶg that ͞ǁe ŵust tƌǇ to
ŵake MaŶipuƌ kŶoǁŶ to the ǁoƌld ďǇ shoǁiŶg ouƌ
ƌiĐh Đultuƌal Heƌitage.͟

IŶ his pƌesideŶtial speeĐh Sƌi L JaǇeŶtakuŵaƌ SiŶgh,
MiŶisteƌ, Aƌt & Cultuƌe & ViĐe ChaiƌŵaŶ, MaŶipuƌ
State Kala Akadeŵi stated that ͞MaŶipuƌ is a feƌtile
laŶd foƌ Spoƌts aŶd Aƌts aŶd iŶstead of depeŶdiŶg oŶ
oƌgaŶizatioŶs like UNESCO foƌ ƌeĐogŶitioŶ, ǁe ŵust
put iŶ ouƌ siŶĐeƌe effoƌts to pƌeseŶt ouƌ oǁŶ aƌt aŶd
Đultuƌe aŶd tƌǇ to pƌoŵote it to the ƌest of the ĐouŶtƌǇ
aŶd the ǁoƌld.͟  He added that despite faĐiŶg ŵaŶǇ
ĐhalleŶges, the people of the State eǆĐel iŶ theiƌ
ĐhoseŶ path of Đaƌeeƌ ǁhetheƌ it is aƌts oƌ spoƌts, due
to haƌd ǁoƌk aŶd deteƌŵiŶatioŶ. He uƌged that the
puďliĐ should Đoŵe foƌǁaƌd to suppoƌt the
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt ǁhiĐh is tƌǇiŶg haƌd to oǀeƌĐoŵe the
haŶdiĐaps aŶd oďstaĐles.

The MiŶisteƌ fuƌtheƌ said that a sǇŶĐhƌoŶized ǀisioŶ
is Ŷeeded to pƌoŵote the Aƌt aŶd Cultuƌe of MaŶipuƌ
aŶd deliďeƌate oŶ the ǀisioŶ to Đoŵpete ǁith otheƌ
paƌts of the ǁoƌld. He ƌeƋuested the Aǁaƌdees to
giǀe Đƌeatiǀe suggestioŶs aŶd help iŶ sĐoutiŶg the
ǇouŶg taleŶts haǀiŶg dediĐatioŶ, deteƌŵiŶatioŶ,
hoŶestǇ aŶd siŶĐeƌitǇ, to ĐoŵpleŵeŶt the
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt effoƌts.

Noted aƌtistes aŶd aƌt luŵiŶaƌies of the State
atteŶded the fuŶĐtioŶ ǁheƌe the aǁaƌdees eǆhiďited
theiƌ taleŶts iŶ the Đultuƌal shoǁ that folloǁed. 
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uŶƌighteousŶess aŶd ǀiĐiousŶess, theŶ he ǁould
Đoŵe to ƌeǀeal agaiŶ the oƌigiŶal aŶd tƌue godlǇ
kŶoǁledge aŶd Ǉoga.

It is at ŵidŶight that ǁoƌshippeƌs ŵaƌk the diǀiŶe
desĐeŶt of god Shiǀa, ďeĐause he Đoŵes to this ǁoƌld
ǁheŶ it is eŶǀeloped iŶ the daƌkŶess of igŶoƌaŶĐe
ǁheƌeďǇ eǀeƌǇoŶe has foƌgotteŶ theiƌ tƌue spiƌitual
ideŶtitǇ. Shiǀaƌatƌi is Ŷot aďout oŶe Ŷight ďut the
eŶtiƌe peƌiod of uŶƌighteousŶess, i.e., the latteƌ half
of the ĐǇĐle of tiŵe. This ďlaĐk peƌiod is ƌefeƌƌed to as
the Ŷight of Bƌahŵa iŶ soŵe HiŶdu teǆts. IŶ the
Dhaƌŵa Saŵhita of Shiǀa PuƌaŶ, it is stated that at the
eŶd of KaliǇug, a ŵagŶifiĐeŶt light ǁould ƌeǀeal itself,

ďliŶdiŶglǇ luŵiŶous aŶd ƌadiaŶt.

TodaǇ, ǁheŶ the ǁoƌld is ǁitŶessiŶg gƌoǁiŶg
ǀioleŶĐe aŶd suffeƌiŶgs, it ǁould ďe apt to take ouƌ
Shiǀaƌatƌi ĐeleďƌatioŶs ďeǇoŶd ŵeƌe ƌituals. The tƌue
fastiŶg oŶ Shiǀaƌatƌi is that ǁe liŶk ouƌ iŶtelleĐt ǁith
Loƌd Shiǀa aŶd staǇ iŶ his ĐoŵpaŶǇ. FastiŶg is ŵeaŶt
to staǇ Đlose to hiŵ. The tƌue aǁakeŶiŶg ŵeaŶs to
aǁakeŶ fƌoŵ the sluŵďeƌ of igŶoƌaŶĐe aŶd pƌoteĐt
the self fƌoŵ the eǀil iŶflueŶĐe of ǀiĐes suĐh as lust,
aŶgeƌ, gƌeed, attaĐhŵeŶt, ego aŶd the ŵǇƌiads
suďtle foƌŵs of these ǀiĐes. A ďefittiŶg ǁaǇ to
Đeleďƌate the Shiǀaƌatƌi is to suƌƌeŶdeƌ all ouƌ ǀiĐes
to Shiǀa.

***************************************************************************************
The God of all Souls

The HoŶ͛ďle Chief MiŶisteƌ of Assaŵ Sƌi
SaƌďaŶaŶda SoŶoǁal iŶauguƌated the Muga Faiƌ, ϮϬϭϴ
aŶd a Woƌkshop oŶ Silk IŶdustƌǇ oƌgaŶised uŶdeƌ the
ďaŶŶeƌ of the DiƌeĐtoƌate of SeƌiĐultuƌe iŶ Guǁahati
oŶ SatuƌdaǇ, the Ϯϰth FeďƌuaƌǇ, ϮϬϭϴ.

The iŶauguƌal ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ of the ŵega eǀeŶt ǁas
also gƌaĐed ďǇ CM s͛ Legal Adǀiseƌ Sƌi SaŶtaŶu Bhaƌali,
MLAs Sƌi Atul Boƌa aŶd Sƌi Chakƌa Gogoi, Meŵďeƌ
SeĐƌetaƌǇ of Assaŵ State Leǀel AdǀisoƌǇ Coŵŵittee
foƌ StudeŶts aŶd Youth Welfaƌe Sƌi LakhǇa KoŶǁaƌ,
CoŵŵissioŶeƌ aŶd SeĐƌetaƌǇ of HaŶdlooŵ aŶd Teǆtile
DepaƌtŵeŶt Sƌi Mukti Gogoi aŶd a host of otheƌ
digŶitaƌies aŶd puďliĐ.

IŶ his iŶauguƌal addƌess, the Chief MiŶisteƌ said
that ŵuga silk is a sǇŵďol of pƌide aŶd pƌestige of the
people of Assaŵ aŶd the silk iŶdustƌǇ plaǇs aŶ
iŵpoƌtaŶt ƌole iŶ stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg the ƌuƌal eĐoŶoŵǇ of
the State. He added that it ĐaŶ also plaǇ a gƌeat ƌole iŶ
tƌaŶsfoƌŵiŶg Assaŵ iŶto aŶ oƌgaŶiĐ huď. The seĐtoƌ
has also eŶaďled the faƌŵeƌs to hoŶe theiƌ skills aŶd
get theŵselǀes aĐĐliŵatised ǁith the Đoŵpetitiǀe
eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt of the ŵodeƌŶ daǇ tƌade aŶd iŶdustƌǇ.
He aĐkŶoǁledged that the people assoĐiated ǁith the
seĐtoƌ has leŶt a Ŷeǁ lease of life to this iŶdustƌǇ iŶ
Assaŵ ǁhiĐh has all the poteŶtial foƌ plaǇiŶg aŶ
iŵpoƌtaŶt ƌole iŶ stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg the ƌuƌal eĐoŶoŵǇ of
the State. He pƌaised the Ŷeǁ geŶeƌatioŶ

Silk IŶdustƌǇ – The Pƌide of Assaŵ

eŶtƌepƌeŶeuƌs of this seĐtoƌ foƌ theiƌ suĐĐessful
iŶitiatiǀes aiŵed at attƌaĐtiŶg aŶd ŵotiǀatiŶg the
pƌeseŶt-daǇ Ǉouths to ďe assoĐiated ǁith the iŶdustƌǇ.
He fuƌtheƌ added that the people, ǁho aƌe iŶtƌiŶsiĐallǇ
assoĐiated ǁith silk iŶdustƌǇ aŶd haǀe aĐhieǀed
suĐĐess iŶ theiƌ ĐhoseŶ field aŶd eaƌŶed distiŶĐtioŶ,
ŵust ǁoƌk as a ƌole ŵodel foƌ otheƌs to folloǁ suit.

The Chief MiŶisteƌ ĐoŶĐeded that iŶ oƌdeƌ to take
this iŶdustƌǇ foƌǁaƌd, theƌe aƌe a lots of ĐhalleŶges to
ďe ŵet. Hoǁeǀeƌ, the State goǀeƌŶŵeŶt is steadfast
iŶ oǀeƌĐoŵiŶg these ĐhalleŶges aŶd the take the
iŶdustƌǇ to a positioŶ ǁheƌe it ĐaŶ effeĐtiǀelǇ
ĐoŶtƌiďute to the gƌoǁth of the State. TeƌŵiŶg ͚ goldeŶ͛
as the Đolouƌ of pƌogƌess ǁhiĐh geŶeƌallǇ attƌaĐts
ŵaŶǇ eǇeďalls, SoŶoǁal said that the Đolouƌ is
sǇŶoŶǇŵous to eĐoŶoŵiĐ pƌospeƌitǇ. CoŶsideƌiŶg the
high deŵaŶd of ŵuga silk iŶ the gloďal ŵaƌket, people
assoĐiated ǁith it ŵust ǁoƌk passioŶatelǇ to fulfill
the fast gƌoǁiŶg deŵaŶd foƌ Muga silk iŶ the ŵaƌkets
like JapaŶ, Euƌope, AfƌiĐa aŶd AŵeƌiĐa. He added that
ǁith a ǀieǁ to attƌaĐt ďiggeƌ Ŷuŵďeƌ of ƋualitǇ loǀiŶg
ĐlieŶtal, the State goǀeƌŶŵeŶt has eŶgaged
BollǇǁood aĐtƌess PƌiǇaŶka Chopƌa as the ďƌaŶd
aŵďassadoƌ to aĐtiǀelǇ pƌoŵote Muga silk of Assaŵ
iŶ the gloďal ŵaƌket.

Assaŵ MiŶisteƌ foƌ HaŶdlooŵ, Teǆti le aŶd
SeƌiĐultuƌe RaŶjit Dutta also spoke oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ.
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EǀeƌǇ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ has its oǁŶ ǀieǁpoiŶt oŶ a soĐial
issues. That usuallǇ ǀaƌies ǁith the tiŵe. What ǁas
ĐoŶsideƌed too outƌageous soŵe thiƌtǇ Ǉeaƌs ago is
pƌettǇ Ŷoƌŵal todaǇ. WhǇ? The aŶsǁeƌ Đalls foƌ a
seƌious iŶtƌospeĐtioŶ ǀis-a-ǀis the soĐial ĐhaŶges aŶd
ouƌ aĐĐeptaŶĐe of lot ŵaŶǇ thiŶgs. Well, ǁe loǀe to
ĐoŶsuŵe Ŷoǁ aŶǇthiŶg ǁhiĐh is seeŵiŶglǇ ŵouth-
ǁateƌiŶg, eǀeŶ though theǇ ŵaǇ Đause soĐial
iŶdigestioŶ aŶd spiƌitual aŶeŵia.

No ǁoŶdeƌ the alŵost eŶtiƌe eduĐated ǁoƌld
ĐoŶdeŵŶed the ͚KaƌŶi SeŶa͛ oƌ Rajput ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ
ďeĐause theǇ ǀeheŵeŶtlǇ ƌesisted a BollǇǁood filŵ
oŶ Padŵaaǀat. These puƌitaŶ Rajput folks felt soƌelǇ
upset ďeĐause theǇ ĐoŶsideƌ theiƌ ďeloǀed ƋueeŶ
Padŵaǀati iŶ the ĐiŶeŵatiĐ sĐƌeeŶ ǀeƌǇ saĐƌilegious.
Foƌ ages, the ƋueeŶ of Meǁaƌ has ďeeŶ held iŶ high
esteeŵ, ŵoƌe pƌeĐiselǇ, as the ͟paƌaŵouŶt pƌide͟ of
the Rajput, apaƌt fƌoŵ otheƌs iŶ the ĐouŶtƌǇ. What
ƌuďďed salt iŶ theiƌ ǁouŶd ǁas ǁheŶ the Supƌeŵe
Couƌt fiŶallǇ upheld the ͚fƌeedoŵ of eǆpƌessioŶ͛ aŶd
issued a deĐƌee that all state goǀeƌŶŵeŶts should
eŶsuƌe the sĐƌeeŶiŶg of the SaŶjaǇ BhaŶsali͛s filŵ iŶ
the ĐiŶeŵa halls of theiƌ states. It seeŵs the
judiĐatoƌǇ did Ŷot ĐoŶsideƌ it appƌopƌiate to take iŶto
aĐĐouŶt the huŵaŶ peƌspeĐtiǀe aŶd thus paǀed the
ǁaǇ foƌ the eǀil to ƌeaƌ its uglǇ head.  As eǆpeĐted,
this tƌiggeƌed a seƌies of ďaĐklashes. The Rajputs lost
theiƌ saŶitǇ as theǇ ǁeƌe lateƌ iŶĐited ďǇ politiĐal
paƌties. The KaƌŶi SeŶa ǁeŶt oŶ a ƌaŵpage. TheǇ
ǀaŶdalized the puďliĐ pƌopeƌties, ďuƌŶt ǀehiĐles,
pelted stoŶes at a sĐhool ďus, ǁhiĐh ǁas ǀeƌǇ
uŶfoƌtuŶate aŶd iŶhuŵaŶe too.  Yes, histoƌiĐal ƌeĐoƌds
also ĐautioŶ us – ͚ the fuƌǇ of iŶfeƌŶo aŶd fuƌǇ of Đƌoǁds
Đould alǁaǇs ďe disastƌous.͛  NoďodǇ ǁill peƌhaps
disagƌee that ǁheŶ the Đheƌished ͞pƌide͟ is huƌt the
Đƌoǁds go ĐƌazǇ!

Pheǁ, fƌeedoŵ of eǆpƌessioŶ aŶd flagƌaŶt
eŶteƌtaiŶŵeŶt at the Đost of the soĐial Đhaos? Is a
͞fleetiŶg seŶse pleasuƌe͟ of BollǇǁood ŵoƌe
iŵpoƌtaŶt thaŶ the soĐial haƌŵoŶǇ aŶd peaĐe? This is
peƌhaps the height of foolishŶess.

Padŵaǀati aŶd the ModeƌŶ PlaǇďoǇs
 Salil Geǁali

Needless to saǇ that ouƌ adǀaŶĐed folks aƌe ofteŶ
heedless to the hostile ĐoŶseƋueŶĐes that Đould aƌise
due to the Đlashes of opiŶioŶs, the ĐoŶtƌadiĐtoƌǇ
ďelief sǇsteŵs, ďasiĐ huŵaŶ ǀalues aŶd ethiĐs. Should
the eduĐated aŶd the so-Đalled leadeƌs iŶ poǁeƌ Ŷot
stƌiǀe to Đƌeate aŶ atŵospheƌe to stƌeŶgtheŶ the ďoŶd
of ďƌotheƌhood ǁith those ǁe haǀe ďeeŶ liǀiŶg
togetheƌ foƌ ĐeŶtuƌies?

I aŵ afƌaid, these daǇs ŵost of the eduĐated
ďelieǀe that it s͛ Ŷo ďig deal eǀeŶ if the shaƌp edge of
͞ŵutual aŶtagoŶisŵ͟ puŶĐtuƌes the soĐial faďƌiĐ.
WheŶ ǁe aƌe faĐed ǁith aŶǇ ĐoŶtƌoǀeƌsial issue, ǁe
take ƌeĐouƌse to justifǇ it legallǇ. Ouƌ ŵotiǀe is so
Ŷaƌƌoǁ; ouƌ desiƌes aƌe so self-ĐeŶteƌed that ǁe
foƌget to thiŶk aďout the ĐoŶseƋueŶĐes. We ďƌutallǇ
Đlaiŵ that Ŷo oŶe has aŶǇ ƌight to distuƌď ouƌ
eŶjoǇŵeŶt of fuŶ aŶd fƌoliĐ, ďe it at the Đost the ǀalues
aŶd ďelief sǇsteŵ of ouƌ felloǁ ďƌotheƌs.   This is hoǁ
ǁe ƌefuse to foƌgo aŶǇ shoƌt-liǀed eŶteƌtaiŶŵeŶt. IŶ
oƌdeƌ to ŵeet this ͚deŵaŶd aŶd supplǇ ,͛ ǁe haǀe a
sǁaƌŵ of ouƌ skillfullǇ ĐƌaftǇ people ǁho ĐhuƌŶ out a
ǁhole lot of titillatiŶg ĐiŶeŵas, eǀeŶ ďǇ iŶǀitiŶg the
ǀoluptuous staƌs fƌoŵ CaŶada aŶd USA, aŶd seƌǀe
theŵ to us hot. The eŶdless sŵuttǇ aĐts of SuŶŶǇ
LeoŶe haǀe loŶg pushed huŶdƌeds of ŵillioŶs iŶto
the gutteƌ of poƌŶogƌaphǇ. Its adǀeƌse effeĐt ǁill ďe
ŵoƌe ǀisiďle afteƌ fiǀe to teŶ Ǉeaƌs fƌoŵ Ŷoǁ. It is
ǀeƌǇ uŶfoƌtuŶate that ǁe aƌe sileŶt agaiŶst suĐh
depƌaǀitǇ. If theƌe aƌe pƌotests fƌoŵ aŶǇ Ƌuaƌteƌ ouƌ
deŵoĐƌatiĐ, seĐulaƌ aŶd huŵaŶ ƌights ĐoŶsĐious
puďliĐ ǁill ĐƌǇ to the hilt to defeŶd theŵ. Who else
ĐaŶ defeat us? Ouƌ defeŶsiǀe ǀoĐaďulaƌǇ has ďeeŶ
ǁell eŶƌiĐhed ďǇ the ͚fƌeedoŵ of eǆpƌessioŶ .͛ We
haǀe at ouƌ disposal the iŶǀiŶĐiďle ŵedia aŶd teĐhŶo
aĐadeŵia to ďaŶg the taďle!

Look at hoǁ ǁe haǀe Đoŵe out ǀiĐtoƌious. The filŵ
͚Padŵaaǀat͛ got ƌeleased. AŶd, ǁe all haǀe eŶjoǇed
the despotiĐ iŶǀadeƌ ďeiŶg glaŵoƌized aŶd ŵaŶǇ of
us haǀe Ŷoǁ ďeeŶ applaudiŶg this ͞ďƌutal plaǇďoǇ͟
thƌough ouƌ ǁƌite-ups. This is hoǁ ǁe justifǇ aŶǇthiŶg

;CoŶtd. to Page Ϯ4Ϳ
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The ϰϰth editioŶ of the laƌgest aŶd the oldest
ethŶiĐ festiǀal of the Kaƌďi ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, ďetteƌ kŶoǁŶ
as Kaƌďi Youth Festiǀal, ǁas held at Kaƌďi People͛s
Hall TaƌalaŶgso Ŷeaƌ Diphu, the headƋuaƌteƌ of the
Kaƌďi AŶgloŶg AutoŶoŵous CouŶĐil ;KAACͿ. The
Festiǀal, ǁhiĐh ǁas oƌgaŶized ďǇ the Kaƌďi Cultuƌal
SoĐietǇ ;KCSͿ joǇouslǇ ĐoŶĐluded oŶ MoŶdaǇ, the ϭϵth

FeďƌuaƌǇ, ϮϬϭϴ. The ĐlosiŶg ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ ǁas addƌessed
ďǇ Tuliƌaŵ RoŶghaŶg, Chief EǆeĐutiǀe Meŵďeƌ
;CEMͿ of Kaƌďi AŶgloŶg AutoŶoŵous CouŶĐil ;KAACͿ.
All EMs of KAAC aŶd ŵaŶǇ pƌoŵiŶeŶt ĐitizeŶs took
paƌt iŶ the ĐlosiŶg ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ.

The highlight of the festiǀal this Ǉeaƌ ǁas ŵaŶǇ
tƌaditioŶal peƌfoƌŵaŶĐes aŶd eŶjoǇaďle eǀeŶts.
Vaƌious folk tƌaditioŶal daŶĐes, folk tƌaditioŶal soŶgs
aŶd Kaƌďi ŵodeƌŶ soŶgs ĐoŵpetitioŶs, ĐoŶtested ďǇ
ǇouŶg Kaƌďi aƌtists ǁeƌe held iŶ LoŶg MiƌjeŶg aĐhatai
;stagesͿ, SiŶg MiƌjeŶg aĐhatai, LoŶgďi Chidu AĐhatai
aŶd SeŵsoŶ SiŶg EŶgti aĐhatai siŵultaŶeouslǇ. The
ŵost ŵeŶtioŶ-ǁoƌthǇ aspeĐt of this Ǉeaƌ͛s festiǀal
ǁas the paƌtiĐipatioŶ of a Ŷuŵďeƌ of aƌtistes fƌoŵ
ThailaŶd ǁho pƌeseŶted theiƌ tƌaditioŶal daŶĐe
ƌeĐitals. Seǀeƌal foƌeigŶeƌs fƌoŵ USA, Gƌeat BƌitaiŶ,

 ϰϰth Kaƌďi Youth Festiǀal – A Repoƌt

Latǀia aŶd ThailaŶd also atteŶded the ϰϰth Kaƌďi
Youth Festiǀal. The festiǀal ĐoŶĐluded ǁith a fashioŶ
shoǁ oƌgaŶised ďǇ ǁell-kŶoǁŶ FashioŶ DesigŶeƌ Ms.
Gaƌiŵa Saikia Gaƌg.

The Kaƌďi Youth Festiǀal ǁas fiƌst held iŶ ϭϵϳϰ aŶd
siŶĐe theŶ it is ďeiŶg held eǀeƌǇ Ǉeaƌ fƌoŵ FeďƌuaƌǇ
ϭϱ to FeďƌuaƌǇ ϭϵ. The PƌesideŶt of the ReĐeptioŶ
Coŵŵittee aŶd the ChaiƌŵaŶ of Kaƌďi AutoŶoŵous
CouŶĐil, Sƌi HaƌeŶ SiŶg BeǇ said that ͞We aƌe ǀeƌǇ
happǇ that ǁe ǁeƌe aďle to oƌgaŶize this festiǀal iŶ
a peaĐeful ǁaǇ. Touƌists fƌoŵ otheƌ paƌts of the ǁoƌld
had Đoŵe to the festiǀal ǁhiĐh is a positiǀe sigŶ. We
ǁaŶt that the festiǀal should get ƌeĐogŶitioŶ of
iŶteƌŶatioŶal staŶdaƌd. Kaƌďi AŶgloŶg is the laƌgest
distƌiĐt of Assaŵ as ǁell as of IŶdia. We aƌe ƌiĐh iŶ
Đultuƌe aŶd ǁe haǀe ǀaƌious touƌist plaĐes ǁhiĐh aƌe
totallǇ uŶeǆploƌed. We ǁaŶt that people should
eǆploƌe these plaĐes aŶd eŶjoǇ the Đhaƌŵ aŶd ďeautǇ
of Kaƌďi AŶgloŶg.͟   The Kaƌďi Cultuƌal SoĐietǇ ;KCSͿ,
the oƌgaŶizeƌs of the Kaƌďi Youth Festiǀal assuƌed
that theǇ aƌe plaŶŶiŶg to host siŵilaƌ festiǀals iŶ
futuƌe to pƌoŵote Kaƌďi AŶgloŶg aŶd its tƌiďal Đultuƌe
aŶd heƌitage.

***************************************************************************************

͚Lui-Ngai-Ni ,͛ oŶe of the ďiggest aŶd ǀeƌǇ aŶĐieŶt
thƌee daǇ loŶg seed soǁiŶg festiǀal of spƌiŶg, ǁas
Đeleďƌated ǁith gƌeat feƌǀouƌ aŶd gaietǇ iŶ the tƌiďal
iŶhaďited aƌeas of MaŶipuƌ aŶd NagalaŶd. Village
headŵaŶ of Ukhƌul Mƌ. H A SaƌiŵaǇa iŶauguƌated
the festiǀal ďǇ ͚AǁuŶgashi Khaƌuk ,͛ the tƌaditioŶal
ƌitual of seed soǁiŶg aŶd hoisted the ǀillage flag at
the VA Couƌt AǁuŶgtaŶg, Ukhƌul iŶ the pƌeseŶĐe of
eldeƌs aŶd the loĐals of HuŶphuŶ & Ukhƌul ǀillages.

As a paƌt of the festiǀal, tƌaditioŶal gaŵes, folk
daŶĐes aŶd folk soŶgs ǁeƌe oƌgaŶized ǁheƌe loĐals
took paƌt ǁith ŵuĐh eŶthusiasŵ. OŶ the last daǇ of
the festiǀal, a BeautǇ CoŶtest ǁas held ǁhiĐh ǁas
ĐoŶtested ďǇ ǇouŶg daŵsels of the aƌea foƌ the
Đoǀeted title of ͚Miss HuŶphuŶ Luiƌa .͛

MaŶipuƌ, NagalaŶd Celeďƌate Seed SoǁiŶg Festiǀal

͚Luiƌa PhaŶit ,͛ the seed soǁiŶg festiǀal of the
TaŶgkhul ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ǁas Đeleďƌated at Diphupaƌ
ǀillage iŶ NagalaŶd͛s Diŵapuƌ. The festiǀal ǁas
oƌgaŶized ďǇ Diŵapuƌ TaŶgkhul Hoho, aŶd ǁas
gƌaĐed ďǇ Mƌ. HK Zhiŵoŵi, the V iĐe PƌesideŶt of
Naga Hoho, as Chief Guest. HuŶdƌeds of loĐals fƌoŵ
the TaŶgkhul ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, ďoth ǇouŶg aŶd the old
atteŶded the ĐeleďƌatioŶ iŶ theiƌ tƌaditioŶal attiƌe.
The pƌogƌaŵŵe ǁas also atteŶded ďǇ ƌesideŶts aŶd
oƌgaŶisatioŶs of Diphupaƌ ǀillage.

The ĐeleďƌatioŶs ǁeƌe also held at Tƌiďal
ReseaƌĐh IŶstitute iŶ Iŵphal ĐeŶteƌed aƌouŶd the
theŵe of ͚SoǁiŶg oŶ the good soil, ƌeapiŶg iŶ
aďuŶdaŶĐe .͛ 


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AƌuŶaĐhal  Pƌadesh Chief MiŶisteƌ Peŵa
KhaŶdu ǁas oŶ ThuƌsdaǇ aĐĐoƌded ǁaƌŵ ǁelĐoŵe
ǁheŶ he ǁas at RoiŶig to atteŶd the GoldeŶ Juďilee
CeleďƌatioŶ of the tƌaditioŶal festiǀal of Mishiŵi
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ iŶ AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh. He ǁas Đlothed
ǁith Mishŵi tƌaditioŶal ŵeŶ͛s ǁeaƌ – ͚Apotolo Zuhi͛
;tƌaditioŶal ĐaŶe hatͿ, ͚EtoŶdƌe͛ ;ǁaƌ ĐoatͿ, ͚Eto-
zo͛ ;Mishŵi jaĐketͿ aŶd ͚Eƌa-aa͛ ;Mishŵi ŵaĐheteͿ.
HuŶdƌeds of people Đlad iŶ Đolouƌful tƌaditioŶal
Mishŵi dƌesses Ƌueued up at the Keƌa-aa Juďilee
gƌouŶd to ǁelĐoŵe the Chief MiŶisteƌ iŶ a ǀeƌǇ
Đheeƌful aŵďieŶĐe shoutiŶg ͚MeǇ-eďo͛ sigŶalliŶg
that guests haǀe aƌƌiǀed. The ǁelĐoŵe paƌade ǁas
led ďǇ RajǇa Saďha MP Sƌi Mukut Mithi, Sƌi Rajesh
TaĐho, foƌŵeƌ MiŶisteƌ aŶd pƌeseŶt AŶiŶi MLA,
RoiŶg MLA Sƌi MutĐhu Mithi, foƌŵeƌ RoiŶg MLA Sŵt
Laeta UŵďƌeǇ aŶd otheƌs.

TƌaditioŶal ǁelĐoŵe ǁas also aĐĐoƌded to
Speakeƌ of the AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh AssekjďlǇ Mƌ. TN
ThoŶgdok, Aƌt & Cultuƌe MiŶisteƌ Dƌ Mohesh Chai,
State BJP PƌesideŶt Sƌi Tapiƌ Gao, Lok Saďha ;EastͿ
MP  Sƌi NiŶoŶg EƌiŶg aŶd PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ SeĐƌetaƌǇ
Sƌi Guŵ TaǇeŶg, Sƌi  Z iŶgŶu NaŵĐhooŵ aŶd Sƌi
Tesaŵ PoŶgte aŶd AŶjaǁ MLA Sƌi DasaŶglu Pul.

The Chief MiŶisteƌ KhaŶdu fiƌst uŶǀeiled the
ĐoŵŵeŵoƌatioŶ stoŶe ĐoŵŵeŵoƌatiŶg the GoldeŶ
Juďilee CeŶtƌal Reh CeleďƌatioŶ ϮϬϭϴ aŶd ǁas
suďseƋueŶtlǇ led to the tƌaditioŶal Mishŵi hut
ǁheƌe he daŶĐed oŶ the tƌaditioŶal footsteps ǁith
ŵeŵďeƌs holdiŶg haŶds aŶd ǁaǀiŶg togetheƌ. Lateƌ
he ǁas shoǁŶ aƌouŶd the tƌaditioŶal sǇsteŵ of
kitĐheŶ, ďedƌooŵs, fi ƌeplaĐe aŶd plaĐe foƌ
pouŶdiŶg gƌaiŶs. He  theŶ gaǀe aǁaǇ the ͚Mashelo
ZiŶu Aǁaƌd͛ – the highest ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aǁaƌd to late
Ita Pulu aŶd Sƌi Dishi Mihu Mallo foƌ theiƌ selfless
seƌǀiĐe to the Mishŵi soĐietǇ.

Whi le addƌessiŶg the gatheƌiŶg the Chief
MiŶisteƌ uƌged foƌ pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of loĐal Đultuƌe aŶd
tƌaditioŶs Ŷo ŵatteƌ the iŶteŶsitǇ of ŵodeƌŶizatioŶ
affeĐtiŶg ouƌ liǀes. He eǆpƌessed ĐoŶĐeƌŶ oǀeƌ the
fast eƌodiŶg attaĐhŵeŶt to the loĐal dialeĐts.

To Saǀe AƌuŶaĐhal – Saǀe its Cultuƌe

EŵphasiziŶg that pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of Đultuƌe ďegiŶs
fƌoŵ hoŵe, he ƌeƋuested the paƌeŶts to speak to
theiƌ ĐhildƌeŶ iŶ theiƌ loĐal dialeĐt.

ReǀeƌtiŶg to the oďjeĐtiǀes of the GoldeŶ
Juďilee CeleďƌatioŶ ϮϬϭϴ, Sƌi KhaŶdu ƌeƋuested the
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ŵeŵďeƌs to take full  paƌt iŶ the
festiǀals aŶd folloǁ the tƌaditioŶal ƌituals as ǁell.
He said that ƌituals aŶd tƌaditioŶs that haǀe ďeeŶ
pƌaĐtiĐed ďǇ the foƌefatheƌs siŶĐe tiŵe iŵŵeŵoƌial
should Ŷot ďe disĐoŶŶeĐted fƌoŵ festiǀals. He said
that ǁheŶ it Đoŵes to Đultuƌe, ƌeligioŶ is seĐoŶdaƌǇ
aŶd eŵphasized that pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of Đultuƌe
ŵeaŶs pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of ideŶtitǇ of the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ.
He iŶfoƌŵed that seŶsiŶg the iŶteŶsitǇ ǁith ǁhiĐh
the loĐal  Đultuƌes aƌe eƌodiŶg, the state
goǀeƌŶŵeŶt has Đƌeated the DepaƌtŵeŶt of
IŶdigeŶous Affaiƌs ;DIAͿ to help loĐal ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ
ǁith fuŶds to pƌeseƌǀe theiƌ iŶdigeŶous Đultuƌe.
EŵphasiziŶg oŶ touƌisŵ aŶd hǇdƌo-poǁeƌ
poteŶtials of RoiŶg aŶd AŶiŶi, the Chief MiŶisteƌ
said these poteŶtials  aƌe ďeiŶg uŶleashed as
ĐoŶŶeĐtiǀitǇ is fast iŵpƌoǀiŶg ǁith Ŷeǁ highǁaǇs
aŶd ƌailǁaǇ liŶes ĐoŵiŶg up iŶ the aƌea. AssuƌiŶg
that deǀelopŵeŶt of these tǁo ĐoŶstitueŶĐies aƌe
his ƌespoŶsi ďi li tǇ, he pƌoŵised that the state
goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ǁill Ŷeǀeƌ let theŵ doǁŶ oŶ theiƌ
aspiƌatioŶs.

IŶ his addƌess Sƌi Tapiƌ Gao uƌged the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ
ŵeŵďeƌs to ǁoƌk foƌ pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of loĐal dialeĐt
aŶd Đultuƌe asseƌtiŶg that oŶlǇ ǁeaƌiŶg tƌaditioŶal
dƌesses ǁoŶ͛t saǀe Đultuƌe fƌoŵ ďeĐoŵiŶg eǆtiŶĐt.

Speakeƌ Sƌi ThoŶgdok asseƌted that oƌigiŶalitǇ
ŵust alǁaǇs ďe pƌeseƌǀed ďeĐause oŶĐe ǁe lose
ouƌ iŶdigeŶous Đultuƌes aŶd tƌaditioŶs that haǀe
deǀeloped oǀeƌ peƌiod of tiŵe, ĐaŶŶot eǀeƌ ďe
ƌetƌieǀed ďaĐk.

He also pƌeseŶted ͚PoŶge Dele Aǁaƌd͛ to Sƌi
Eǀeƌsteƌ TiŶe MeŶa, IŶteƌŶatioŶal Kaƌate ChaŵpioŶ
Sƌi SiŶe Mikhu, IŶteƌŶatioŶal AƌĐheƌ Sƌi Mashelo
Mihu aŶd SoĐial Woƌkeƌ Sƌi V ijaǇ Sǁaŵi foƌ theiƌ
ĐoŶtƌiďutioŶs to the Mishŵi soĐietǇ. 
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To pƌoŵote solidaƌitǇ aŶd ďƌotheƌhood ǁith the
people of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh, Shƌi SaƌďaŶaŶda
SoŶoǁal, Chief MiŶisteƌ of Assaŵ aƌƌiǀed at Meďo,
East SiaŶg DistƌiĐt iŶ AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh to atteŶd the
Ali AǇe LigaŶg festiǀal ĐeleďƌatioŶs of the MishiŶgs
aloŶg ǁith the SoluŶg Festiǀal of the Adi ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ
oŶ SatuƌdaǇ, the  ϭϳ FeďƌuaƌǇ, ϮϬϭϴ.

IŶ the Đouƌse of his speeĐh oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ he said
that A͞ssaŵ aŶd AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh ďoth ŵust ǁoƌk
togetheƌ ǁhile keepiŶg the age-old ties ďetǁeeŶ the
tǁo states iŶtaĐt to aĐhieǀe all ƌouŶd deǀelopŵeŶt.
Both these states aƌe ƌiĐh iŶ ďio diǀeƌsitǇ aŶd theǇ
ŵust haƌŶess this poteŶtial foƌ aĐhieǀiŶg ƌapid
deǀelopŵeŶt of the ƌegioŶ.͟

He uƌged the Ǉouth of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh to ǁoƌk
toǁaƌds haƌŶessiŶg the state͛s agƌiĐultuƌe,
hoƌtiĐultuƌe, hǇdƌologǇ aŶd touƌisŵ poteŶtial foƌ
ƌapid deǀelopŵeŶt of Noƌtheast ƌegioŶ. He also
Đalled foƌ uŶited effoƌt foƌ aĐhieǀiŶg gƌoǁth aŶd
pƌospeƌitǇ of ďoth AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh aŶd Assaŵ.
He fuƌtheƌ said that oŶlǇ thƌough aĐtiǀe ĐoopeƌatioŶ
aŶd joiŶt iŶitiatiǀes, the ƌegioŶ ĐaŶ ďƌiŶg
deǀelopŵeŶt iŶ all  seĐtoƌs aŶd ďeĐoŵe the
͚Astalaǆŵi͛ of the ŶatioŶ as Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ Modi has
eŶǀisioŶed. SaǇiŶg that to ƌealise the dƌeaŵ of Pƌiŵe
MiŶisteƌ NaƌeŶdƌa Modi of Ŷoƌtheast ďeĐoŵiŶg the
Ŷeǁ eŶgiŶe of gƌoǁth foƌ the ŶatioŶ theƌe is gƌeateƌ
Ŷeed of uŶitǇ aŵoŶg the states, SoŶoǁal stated that
the ƌegioŶ ŵust stƌiǀe toǁaƌds takiŶg adǀaŶtage of
ĐeŶtƌal goǀeƌŶŵeŶt s͛ AĐt East poliĐǇ to take NE iŶto
the high gƌoǁth tƌajeĐtoƌǇ.

IŶ additioŶ to the laƌge Ŷuŵďeƌ of geŶeƌal puďliĐ,
the ŵost pƌoŵiŶeŶt peƌsoŶs, ǁho gƌaĐed the
pƌogƌaŵŵe iŶĐluded  Lakhiŵpuƌ MP  Sƌi PƌadaŶ
Baƌuah, Seǀeƌal MLAs of AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh aŶd
Assaŵ, Majoƌ GeŶ Bhaskaƌ Kalita, GOC of ϱϲ IŶfaŶtƌǇ
DiǀisioŶ at Likaďali,  Sƌi PaƌaŵaŶaŶda ChaǇeŶgia, CEM
of MishiŶg AutoŶoŵous CouŶĐil aŶd Sƌi  DipuƌaŶjaŶ
Maƌkaƌi, CEM of SoŶoǁal KaĐhaƌi AutoŶoŵous
CouŶĐil.

Pƌioƌ to the holdiŶg of the festiǀal of Ali AǇe LigaŶg
at Meďo, East SiaŶg DistƌiĐt, the MisiŶg ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ
ƌesidiŶg iŶ the Capital Coŵpleǆ of ItaŶagaƌ Đeleďƌated

Ali AǇe LigaŶg aŶd SoluŶg Festiǀal iŶ AƌuŶaĐhal

the festiǀal, theiƌ ŵaiŶ agƌiĐultuƌe festiǀal, ǁith
tƌaditioŶal feƌǀoƌ aŶd gaietǇ oŶ WedŶesdaǇ the ϭϰ
FeďƌuaƌǇ, ϮϬϭϴ iŶ the august pƌeseŶĐe of PWD
PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ SeĐƌetaƌǇ aŶd loĐal MLA Mƌ. TeĐhi Kaso.
IŶ his addƌess to the people Mƌ. Kesho said that eǀeƌǇ
festiǀal giǀes us a ŵessage to liǀe iŶ uŶitǇ aŶd haƌŵoŶǇ
ǁhile pƌeseƌǀiŶg oǁŶ Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶ.
HighlightiŶg the deǀelopŵeŶtal aĐtiǀities he had
takeŶ up iŶ his ĐoŶstitueŶĐǇ, he stƌessed that the
Festiǀals of diffeƌeŶt tƌiďes aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶities Ŷeed
to ďe Đeleďƌated aŶd passed oŶ to the ǇouŶgeƌ
geŶeƌatioŶ foƌ pƌeseƌǀatioŶ of ouƌ ideŶtitǇ aŶd
Đultuƌe. IMC CouŶĐilloƌ Mƌs Yuŵlaŵ MiŶu also spoke
oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ aŶd said that ͚ MisiŶg ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ďeiŶg
the desĐeŶdeŶt of Aďo-TaŶi aƌe ouƌ ďƌotheƌs. Festiǀal
like Ali AǇe LigaŶg Ŷeeds to ďe Đaƌƌied foƌǁaƌd foƌ
uŶitǇ aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶal haƌŵoŶǇ as ǁell as foƌ ďetteƌ
futuƌe of ouƌ ǇouŶgeƌ geŶeƌatioŶ. She also assuƌed
all help foƌ aŶǇ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ deǀelopŵeŶt ǁoƌks.
PƌesideŶt of the festiǀal CeleďƌatioŶ Coŵŵittee Sƌi B
C DoleǇ aŶd GeŶeƌal SeĐƌetaƌǇ Sƌi Deďojit Pegu also
spoke oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ.  MisiŶg people liǀiŶg at RuksiŶ
iŶ AƌuŶaĐhal Pƌadesh ďoƌdeƌiŶg Assaŵ also Đeleďƌated
Ali AǇe LigaŶg, theiƌ ŵaiŶ agƌiĐultuƌe festiǀal ǁith
tƌaditioŶal feƌǀouƌ aŶd gaietǇ.

The iŶauguƌal pƌogƌaŵŵe of the ǁeek-loŶg festiǀe
staƌted ǁith paǇiŶg tƌiďute to pioŶeeƌ of MisiŶg
Đultuƌe, Baďu Oiƌaŵ Boƌi aŶd soǁiŶg of Sali seeds ďǇ
Sƌi Miƌii Aďus ;pƌiestͿ, ǁhiĐh ǁas folloǁed ďǇ the
Guŵƌag daŶĐe aŶd disĐussioŶ oŶ LigaŶg ŵǇthologǇ.  A
Đultuƌal pƌoĐessioŶ ǁas also takeŶ out aloŶg the
NatioŶal HighǁaǇ-ϭϱ fƌoŵ OǇaŶ to Sille-Teƌoŵile to
ŵaƌk the oĐĐasioŶ. AtteŶdiŶg the ĐeleďƌatioŶ at OǇaŶ
ǀillage iŶ East SiaŶg distƌiĐt oŶ WedŶesdaǇ, foƌŵeƌ
Pasighat West MLA Sƌi Yadap ApaŶg uƌged the people
of the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ to ĐoŶtiŶue theiƌ tƌaditioŶal
pƌaĐtiĐes to pƌeseƌǀe theiƌ ideŶtitǇ. StatiŶg that
ĐeleďƌatioŶ of festiǀal pƌoŵotes uŶitǇ aŵoŶg the
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ŵeŵďeƌs He suggested MisiŶg Ǉouths to
shouldeƌ the ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ of pƌeseƌǀiŶg theiƌ
tƌaditioŶs aŶd Đultuƌal heƌitage foƌ the ǇouŶgeƌ
geŶeƌatioŶ. Ali AǇe LigaŶg ǁas also Đeleďƌated at
diffeƌeŶt MisiŶg doŵiŶated ǀillages ďoƌdeƌiŶg Assaŵ
ǁith poŵp aŶd gaietǇ.
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Chief MiŶisteƌ SaƌďaŶaŶda SoŶoǁal also atteŶded
the Ali AǇe LigaŶg festiǀal oƌgaŶised ďǇ Cultuƌal
DiƌeĐtoƌate, GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of Assaŵ iŶ assoĐiatioŶ ǁith
Majuli DistƌiĐt AdŵiŶistƌatioŶ at JeŶgƌaiŵukh College
aŶd Higheƌ SeĐoŶdaƌǇ SĐhool plaǇgƌouŶd at Majuli oŶ
ϭϰ FeďƌuaƌǇ, ϮϬϭϴ, WedŶesdaǇ. As is ǁell kŶoǁŶ that
the MisiŶg tƌiďe is oŶe of the ŵost Đolouƌful aŶd
ĐultuƌallǇ-ƌiĐh tƌiďes of the state aŶd theǇ haǀe
eŶhaŶĐed the Assaŵese soĐietǇ ǁith theiƌ uŶiƋue
daŶĐe foƌŵs, soŶgs, haŶdiĐƌafts, etĐ. TheǇ aƌe iŶspiƌed
ďǇ Ŷatuƌe aŶd theǇ iŶĐoƌpoƌate ǀiǀid hues of Ŷatuƌe
iŶto all of theiƌ ĐƌeatioŶs. The Chief MiŶisteƌ said that
the ŵeŵďeƌs of MisiŶg ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ had ƌiseŶ aďoǀe
the ĐhalleŶges posed ďǇ flood aŶd eƌosioŶ thƌough
gƌit, deteƌŵiŶatioŶ aŶd haƌd ǁoƌk to aĐhieǀe suĐĐess
iŶ diffeƌeŶt fields. ReiteƌatiŶg the state goǀeƌŶŵeŶt s͛
ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt to eƋuallǇ deǀelop all seĐtioŶs of soĐietǇ
ǁheƌe all ĐoŵŵuŶities haǀe ďeeŶ giǀeŶ uŶifoƌŵ
iŵpoƌtaŶĐe iƌƌespeĐtiǀe of theiƌ size, the Chief
MiŶisteƌ highlighted the iŶitiatiǀes takeŶ ďǇ the
goǀeƌŶŵeŶt to pƌeseƌǀe aŶd pƌoteĐt Đultuƌe aŶd
heƌitage of all ĐoŵŵuŶities. The Chief MiŶisteƌ
fuƌtheƌ added that Majuli is the epiĐeŶteƌ of the
VaishŶaǀite Đultuƌe ǁhiĐh has ŵade tƌeŵeŶdous
ĐoŶtƌiďutioŶ to Assaŵ͛s Đultuƌal ideŶtitǇ aŶd his

goǀeƌŶŵeŶt is takiŶg a lot of steps to deǀelop the
Majuli as a touƌisŵ hotspot aŶd iŶĐƌease the floǁ of
touƌists iŶto the ƌiǀeƌ islaŶd. He added that the
ƌeĐeŶtlǇ ĐoŶĐluded AdǀaŶtage Assaŵ Gloďal
IŶǀestoƌs͛ Suŵŵit ǁas aŶ effoƌt to highlight the state s͛
poteŶtial as aŶ iŶǀestŵeŶt destiŶatioŶ aŶd Đƌeate a
ĐoŶduĐiǀe eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt foƌ tƌade aŶd ďusiŶess, aŶd
that it Đould attƌaĐt the atteŶtioŶ of iŶǀestoƌs toǁaƌds
the state͛s agƌiĐultuƌe, touƌisŵ, Muga silk, etĐ. The
Chief MiŶisteƌ ĐeƌeŵoŶiallǇ laid the fouŶdatioŶ stoŶe
of the Rs Ϯϴϰ-Đƌoƌe iŶtegƌated offiĐe aŶd ƌesideŶtial
Đoŵpleǆ at Majuli aŶd iŶauguƌated the seƌǀiĐe of a
Ŷeǁ sophistiĐated ďoat aŵďulaŶĐe eƋuipped ǁith
Ŷight ŶaǀigatioŶ faĐilitǇ aŶd GPS tƌekkiŶg foƌ the
people of Majuli distƌiĐt iŶ the saŵe pƌogƌaŵŵe.
Cultuƌal Affaiƌs MiŶisteƌ Sƌi Naďa Kuŵaƌ DoleǇ, aŶd
CEM of MisiŶg AutoŶoŵous CouŶĐil Sƌi PaƌaŵaŶaŶda
ChaǇeŶgia also spoke iŶ the pƌogƌaŵŵe ǁhiĐh ǁas
atteŶded ďǇ Media Adǀiseƌ to the Chief MiŶisteƌ Sƌi
Hƌishikesh Gosǁaŵi, MP Sƌi PƌadaŶ Baƌuah, CEM of
TheŶgal KaĐhaƌi AutoŶoŵous CouŶĐil Sƌi Kuŵud
Saikia, MLAs Sƌi RaŵakaŶta Deuƌi, Sƌi RaŶoj Pegu, Sƌi
Biŵal Boƌa, CoŵŵissioŶeƌ aŶd SeĐƌetaƌǇ of Cultuƌal
Affaiƌs DepaƌtŵeŶt Sƌi Pƌitaŵ Saikia, eŵiŶeŶt
eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶtalist Sƌi Jadaď PaǇeŶg aŵoŶg otheƌs.

***************************************************************************************

outƌageous aŶd feel like ǁe aƌe the ŵodeƌŶ daǇ
Khilji!  

Noǁ let s͛ get doǁŶ to the ƌealitǇ of the ŵatteƌ. At
least ǁith a little huŵaŶe seŶsiďilitǇ! Do aŶǇ of ouƌ
elites like to ďe ͞ƌeŵiŶded͟ aďout aŶǇthiŶg uglǇ
ĐoŶĐeƌŶiŶg theiƌ paƌeŶts/aŶĐestoƌs oƌ oŶes theǇ hold
iŶ high esteeŵ? Does it Ŷot upset aŶǇ ĐhildƌeŶ if theǇ
ǁould ďe ͟ƌeŵiŶded͟ that theiƌ fatheƌ ǁas oŶĐe ǀeƌǇ
ďoisteƌous dƌuŶkaƌd aŶd gaŵďleƌ aŶd the ŵotheƌ ǁas
slǇlǇ Đhased afteƌ ďǇ a Ŷuŵďeƌ of Ŷeǆt dooƌ Ŷeighďoƌs?
Do these ĐhildƌeŶ theŶ appƌeĐiate if aŶǇ oppoƌtuŶistiĐ
peƌsoŶ ǁaŶts to ŵake a filŵ oŶ that? I doŶ͛t thiŶk the
ĐhildƌeŶ ǁill eǀeƌ toleƌate soŵethiŶg that ǁill
͞ƌeŵiŶd͟ theŵ of ͞past sleaze͟ of theiƌ paƌeŶts. 

TheŶ hoǁ Đould ǁe eǆpeĐt the Rajputs oƌ otheƌs
to toleƌate to ďe ͞ƌeŵiŶded ,͟ ŵost paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ,
thƌough the ďig-sĐƌeeŶ, that theiƌ ͞ŵotheƌ of pƌide͟

Padŵaǀati ǁas oŶĐe ͞ŵadlǇ lusted afteƌ͟ ďǇ a
leĐheƌous Khilji.  Hoǁ Đould theǇ eŶduƌe to ďe
hauŶted agaiŶ that theiƌ ͟paƌagoŶ of ǀiƌtue aŶd
pƌide͟ ǁas oŶĐe aďout to ďe aŵoƌouslǇ deseĐƌated
ďǇ the oǀeƌ seŶsual iŶǀadeƌ fƌoŵ a faƌ off laŶd? Could
ǁe foƌget the filŵ PK iŶ ǁhiĐh Loƌd Shiǀa ǁas liteƌallǇ
iŶsulted? Should a filŵ diƌeĐtoƌ pƌoŵote deŶigƌatioŶ
of those ǁho aƌe adoƌed aŶd ƌespeĐted?

Yes, oŶe s͛ pƌudeŶĐe saǇs that ouƌ ŵiŶds haǀe ďeeŶ
heaǀilǇ ͞ iŶǀaded͟ Ŷoǁ ďǇ a ǁhole lot of ďƌutallǇ
lustful khi ljis.  We aƌe theƌefoƌe ďeĐoŵiŶg less
aĐĐoŵŵodatiŶg, aŶd ŵoƌe huƌtful to otheƌs.

LastlǇ, oŶe ǁishes - ŵaǇ the saĐƌifiĐial Jauhaƌ of
ďƌaǀe Padŵaǀati Ŷeǀeƌ fail to iŶspiƌe the Rajputs aŶd
us, at least to uphold the spiƌit of ƌighteous Đouƌage
aŶd ǀalues aŶd saǀe us fƌoŵ the eǀil of the ŵodeƌŶ
daǇ plaǇďoǇs.

Padŵaǀati aŶd the ModeƌŶ PlaǇďoǇs
;CoŶtd. fƌoŵ Page ϮϬͿ




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OŶ FƌidaǇ the FeďƌuaƌǇ ϭϲ, ϮϬϭϴ, Oƌiah festiǀal
of the WaŶĐho tƌiďe ǁas Đeleďƌated ǁith full
tƌaditioŶal gaietǇ aŶd feƌǀouƌ at the SeŶki Paƌk,
ItaŶagaƌ.

Sƌi Jaƌkaƌ GaŵliŶ, MiŶisteƌ of Touƌisŵ, AƌuŶaĐhal
Pƌadesh, ǁho atteŶded the festiǀal as Chief Guest,
iŶ his iŶauguƌal addƌess said that ͞the Ŷeed of the
houƌ is to pƌoteĐt tƌaditioŶ aŶd Đultuƌe as theǇ aƌe
the ideŶtitǇ of the tƌiďal soĐietǇ.͟ He said eǀeƌǇ
tƌiďal festiǀal seŶds out the ŵessage of uŶitǇ. Sƌi
GaŵliŶ appealed to the people to use tƌaditioŶal
attiƌes aŶd loĐal dialeĐts to eŶĐouƌage the ǇouŶgeƌ
geŶeƌatioŶ to ĐaƌƌǇ foƌǁaƌd theiƌ legaĐǇ. SpeĐial

Oƌiah Celeďƌated iŶ ItaŶagaƌ

SeĐƌetaƌǇ to CM, Sƌi HiŵaŶshu Gupta said that ͞The
tƌaditioŶal attiƌes aŶd Đolouƌful dƌesses of diffeƌeŶt
tƌiďes of the state shoǁ the ƌiĐh diǀeƌsitǇ of the
state.͟ Sƌi Laisaŵ Siŵai, PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ SeĐƌetaƌǇ of
PaƌliaŵeŶtaƌǇ SeĐƌetaƌǇ DepaƌtŵeŶt uƌged the
people to uphold the Đultuƌe aŶd tƌaditioŶal ǀalues
of the tƌiďes. Sƌi Aďoŵ NgoaŶ, GeŶeƌal SeĐƌetaƌǇ
of the CeleďƌatioŶ CoŵŵuŶitǇ also spoke oŶ the
oĐĐasioŶ.

The daǇloŶg ĐeleďƌatioŶ ĐoŶĐluded ǁith
Baŵďoo DaŶĐe, Waƌ DaŶĐe, diffeƌeŶt Đultuƌal
pƌeseŶtatioŶs aŶd distƌiďutioŶ of pƌizes to the
ǁiŶŶeƌs of spoƌts eǀeŶts.
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At a tiŵe ǁheŶ the foƌest Đoǀeƌ iŶ diffeƌeŶt paƌts
of ouƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ is fast depletiŶg, MaŶipuƌ has set aŶ
eǆaŵple ďǇ addiŶg Ϯϲϯ sƋ kŵ of foƌest Đoǀeƌ siŶĐe
ϮϬϭϱ, aĐĐoƌdiŶg to the ϮϬϭϳ ƌepoƌt ǁhiĐh ǁas
ƌeleased ƌeĐeŶtlǇ.  BǇ ǀiƌtue of this uŶiƋue
aĐhieǀeŵeŶt as ǁell as foƌ pƌoteĐtiŶg its Reseƌǀe
Foƌest aƌeas suĐĐessful lǇ, MaŶipuƌ State ǁas
deĐlaƌed as  aǁaƌd of Fiƌst positioŶ holdeƌ aŵoŶg
all the NoƌtheasteƌŶ States iŶ pƌoteĐtiŶg its Reseƌǀe
Foƌest ;RFͿ aƌeas. While ƋuotiŶg IŶdia͛s State of
Foƌest Repoƌt ϮϬϭϳ duƌiŶg disĐussioŶ oŶ Foƌest aŶd
EŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt issues iŶ the oŶgoiŶg AsseŵďlǇ
sessioŶ oŶ FƌidaǇ, the ϭϳ FeďƌuaƌǇ, ϮϬϭϴ,  MaŶipuƌ
Foƌest aŶd EŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt MiŶisteƌ Sƌi ThouŶaojaŵ
ShǇaŵkuŵaƌ disĐlosed that theƌe aƌe aďout ϯϳ
Reseƌǀe Foƌests iŶ the State of MaŶipuƌ ĐoǀeƌiŶg
aŶ aƌea of ϵϴϰ.Ϯϱ sƋ kŵ.

IŶ ƌespoŶse to a ƋuestioŶ ƌaised ďǇ oppositioŶ
CoŶgƌess MLAs Kh JoǇkishaŶ, K MeghaĐhaŶdƌa aŶd
Th Lokeshǁaƌ, MiŶisteƌ Sƌi ShǇaŵkuŵaƌ said that
the depaƌtŵeŶt is plaŶŶiŶg to uƌge the CeŶtƌe to
ƌaise Foƌest PƌoteĐtioŶ FoƌĐe iŶ oƌdeƌ to ĐoŶseƌǀe
State͛s foƌest aƌeas iŶ ǀieǁ of the ĐoŶstaŶt thƌeat
of eŶĐƌoaĐhŵeŶt. He fuƌtheƌ added that despite

MaŶipuƌ tops NE iŶ Foƌest CoŶseƌǀatioŶ

the laĐk of ŵaŶpoǁeƌ, the depaƌtŵeŶt has takeŶ
steps agaiŶst ϴϱ eŶĐƌoaĐheƌs iŶĐludiŶg ϱϯ iŶ
HeiŶgaŶg aŶd ϯϮ iŶ LaŶgol hill aƌeas, he said. AƌouŶd
Ϯϱ lakh sapliŶgs ǁeƌe distƌiďuted foƌ plaŶtatioŶ
duƌiŶg ϮϬϭϳ-ϭϴ agaiŶst the ϭϮ lakh iŶ ϮϬϭϲ-ϭϳ
ďesides takiŶg up plaŶtatioŶ oŶ the ƌoad ŵediaŶ
ŵeasuƌiŶg aƌouŶd Ϯϱ kŵ iŶ aŶd aƌouŶd Iŵphal.

RespoŶdiŶg to aŶotheƌ oďseƌǀatioŶ ŵade ďǇ the
oppositioŶ CoŶgƌess MLA Suƌjakuŵaƌ Okƌaŵ ǁho
sought atteŶtioŶ of the House oǀeƌ the ƌepoƌts of
ĐoŶtaŵiŶatioŶ of Thouďal ƌiǀeƌ due to ǁashiŶg of
gƌaǀels Ƌuaƌƌied fƌoŵ the hi ll  s lopes iŶ the
upstƌeaŵ, Sƌi ShǇaŵkuŵaƌ stated that the
depaƌtŵeŶt has takeŶ ŶeĐessaƌǇ steps to pƌeǀeŶt
aŶǇ uŶǁaŶted aĐtiǀities iŶ ǀieǁ of the faĐt that the
Thouďal Riǀeƌ passes thƌough seǀeƌal AsseŵďlǇ
ĐoŶstitueŶĐies, paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ AŶdƌo, WaŶg heŵ aŶd
Thouďal. He fuƌtheƌ iŶfoƌŵed the houses that the
ĐoŶĐeƌŶed distƌiĐt authoƌities haǀe also ďeeŶ
aleƌted aŶd ǁeƌe asked to eŶsuƌe that the ǁateƌ
ƌeŵaiŶs fit foƌ huŵaŶ ĐoŶsuŵptioŶ. The MiŶisteƌ
appealed to the puďliĐ to help iŶ ĐoŶseƌǀiŶg the
State͛s foƌests. 


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SǁaďhaǀakƌipŶa ǁas a pooƌ BƌahŵiŶ ǁho liǀed
aloŶe iŶ a sŵall ǀillage. He had Ŷo fƌieŶds oƌ
ƌelatiǀes, aŶd used to ďeg foƌ alŵs foƌ his liǀiŶg.
He ǁas also a ŵiseƌ, aŶd kept ǁhateǀeƌ little food
he ƌeĐeiǀed as alŵs iŶ aŶ eaƌtheŶ pot that he huŶg
ďeside his  ďed.The BƌahŵiŶ's Dƌeaŵ -
PaŶĐhataŶtƌa StoƌǇ PiĐtuƌe He kept a ǁatĐh oŶ the
pot, aŶd ate fƌoŵ the pot oŶlǇ ǁheŶ he ǁas ǀeƌǇ
huŶgƌǇ.

 OŶe daǇ, he ƌeĐieǀed a laƌge ƋuaŶtitǇ of ƌiĐe
gƌuel ;poƌƌidgeͿ. He filled his pot ǁith the ƌiĐe
gƌuel, aŶd ate the ƌeŵaiŶiŶg. He ǁas so happǇ to
haǀe his pot full; he Đould Ŷot take his eǇes off
the pot as he laǇ aǁake iŶ his ďed.

 Afteƌ a loŶg tiŵe, he fell asleep aŶd staƌted
dƌeaŵiŶg aďout the pot full of ƌiĐe gƌuel.

 The BƌahŵiŶ's Dƌeaŵ - PaŶĐhataŶtƌa StoƌǇ
PiĐtuƌeHe dƌeaŵt that theƌe ǁas a faŵiŶe iŶ his
ǀillage. He sold his pot full of ƌiĐe gƌuel foƌ huŶdƌed
silǀeƌ ĐoiŶs. With this ŵoŶeǇ ďe ďought a paiƌ of
goats. His goats gaǀe kids iŶ ŵoŶths aŶd he tƌaded
all goats foƌ soŵe ďuffaloes aŶd Đoǁs.

 SooŶ, eǀeŶ the ďuffaloes aŶd Đoǁs gaǀe kids,
aŶd theǇ gaǀe a lot of ŵilk. The BƌahŵiŶ's Dƌeaŵ
- PaŶĐhataŶtƌa StoƌǇ PiĐtuƌe

He staƌted tƌadiŶg ŵilk aŶd ŵilk pƌoduĐts like
ďutteƌ aŶd Đuƌd iŶ the ŵaƌket. This ǁaǇ, he ďeĐaŵe
a ǀeƌǇ ƌiĐh aŶd populaƌ ŵaŶ.

The BƌahŵiŶ's Dƌeaŵ

 He kept dƌeaŵiŶg that he theŶ ďought soŵe
hoƌses aŶd a laƌge ƌeĐtaŶgulaƌ house ǁith fouƌ
ďuildiŶgs.

 He ďeĐaŵe populaƌ, aŶd aŶotheƌ ǁealthǇ
BƌahŵiŶ ǁas so iŵpƌessed that he offeƌed his
ďeautiful daughteƌ foƌ ŵaƌƌiage. SooŶafteƌ, theǇ
got ŵaƌƌied iŶ a laǀish ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ.

 The BƌahŵiŶ's Dƌeaŵ - PaŶĐhataŶtƌa StoƌǇ
PiĐtuƌeHis ǁife gaǀe ďiƌth to a soŶ, ǁho ǁas
Ŷaŵed Soŵa Shaƌŵa. But his soŶ ǁas ǀeƌǇ
ŶaughtǇ. He ǁould plaǇ aŶd ŵake Ŷoise all daǇ.

 OŶe daǇ, the BƌahŵiŶ asked hiŵ to stop ďut
he ǁould Ŷot listeŶ. EǀeŶ his ŵotheƌ Đould Ŷot
heaƌ hiŵ shout as she ǁas ďusǇ ǁith heƌ Đhoƌes.
SǁaďhaǀakƌipŶa ďeĐaŵe ǀeƌǇ aŶgƌǇ, he kiĐked his
ǁife.

 As he ǁas iŶ a dƌeaŵ, he kiĐked iŶ aiƌ aŶd his
leg hit his eaƌtheŶ pot. The pot ďƌoke aŶd all the
ƌiĐe gƌuel spilled doǁŶ. This ǁoke hiŵ up.

 The BƌahŵiŶ's Dƌeaŵ - PaŶĐhataŶtƌa StoƌǇ
PiĐtuƌe At oŶĐe, he ƌealized that he had ďeeŶ
dƌeaŵiŶg. He also ƌealized that all the ƌiĐe gƌuel
he had saǀed aŶd ǁas happilǇ dƌeaŵiŶg aďout ǁas
lost. He ǁas shatteƌed.

  The ǁise iŶdeed saǇ:

OŶe should Ŷot ďuild Đastles iŶ the aiƌ.






